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Kim DelNigro

From: Joseph Ricciardi [iricciar12@earthlink.net]

Sent: Friday, September 23, 2005 1:19 PM
To: Planning Board; Planning Department

Subject: L.andscaping Improvements and Jackson Drive Road Conveyance Petition
Importance: High

[ have attached a statement and supporting documents regarding preseribed landscaping improvements to provide a visual barrier on my
property that have, to date, not beer compieted as set out in the terms of the Definitive Plan for the Jackson Drive Extension Subdivision.
In light of the developer’s recent petition to the Town for finat acceptance of the roadway (which I believe will be discussed at the
September 27th Planning Beard meeling), I would like to submit this statement for your consideration. A copy of the signed letter and
documents is contained in the attached .pdf file, and the text of the letter is also included below. My thanks in advance for your
consideration.

Sincerely,
Joe Ricciardi
14 Washington Dr.

Acton, MA 01720
978-264-9706

Letter Text BeloW —-mmmmmemeemaisnimsr

September 21, 2003

Joseph Ricciardi
14 Washington Dr.
Acton, MA 01728

To: Reland Bariel, Town Planner

Kristen Alexander. Assistant Town Planner

Members of the Acton Planning Board:
Gregory Niemyski, Chair
Christopher Schaffner, Vice Chair
Wiiliam King
Gary Sullivan
Ruth Martin
Edmund Starzec
Michae! Densen
Bruce Reichlen

Re: Visual Barrier Landscaping Improvements for 14 Washington Drive
Diear Members of the Planning Department and Town Planning Board,

I would like to submit this written statement for your consideration in the upcoming review of Camille Donelle’s (developer of the
“Jackson Drive Extension” subdivision) petition to convey the new Jackson Drive readway segment to the Town as a public way.

The approved Definitive Subdivision Pian for Jackson Drive Extension called for the developer to provide landscaping improvements on
my property to provide a visual barrier to sereen annoving headiight disturbance within the residence associated with traffic on Jacksen
Dirive approaching and stopping af the intersection with Washington Drive. The terms of these modificanions were specified in section
3.2.19 under “Plan Modifications”™ in the Definitive Subdivision agreement.
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no avail. I have also raised the issue on a couple of occasions with members of the Planning Department, expressing frustration with the
lack of progress with the situation.

I would like to request the Planning Board’s assistance in achieving compliance with the terms of the definitive plan.  Under the
circumstances, T would like to request that a mutually agreed upon independent landscaping firm be assigned to provide an estimate of
landscaping improvements needed to remedy the situation with headlights and privacy, and that these improvernents be performed by the
firm at the developer’s expense.

As a final matter, I would like to request that the Town Engineering department review the plans regarding the crosswalk on Washington
Drive in front of my property. My concern is that the berm on Washington Drive in front of my property has been damaged as a result of
construction vehicles using this area for three-paint tumns to reverse direction on Jackson Drive. Also, there is no corresponding “ramp” to
match that on the facing side of the street, to gain access to the Washingten Drive sidewalk.

Your consideration of these matters is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Joseph Ricciardi
14 Washington Dr.
Acton, MA 01720




September 21, 2005

Joseph Ricciardi
14 Washington Dr.
Acton, MA 01720

To: Roland Bartel, Town Planner

Kristen Alexander. Assistant Town Planner

Members of the Acton Planning Board:
Gregory Niemyski, Chair
Christopher Schaffner, Vice Chair
William King
Gary Sullivan
Ruth Martin
Edmund Starzec
Michael Densen
Bruce Reichlen

Re: Visual Barrier Landscaping Improvements for 14 Washington Drive
Dear Members of the Planning Department and Town Planning Board,

I would like to submit this written statement for your consideration in the upcoming review of
Camille Donelle’s (developer of the “Jackson Drive Extension” subdivision) petition to convey
the new Jackson Drive roadway segment to the Town as a public way.

The approved Definitive Subdivision Plan for Jackson Drive Extension called for the developer
to provide landscaping unproverments on my property to provide a visual barrier to screen
annoying headlight disturbance within the residence associated with traffic on Jackson Drive
approaching and stopping at the intersection with Washington Drive. The terms of these
modifications were specified in section 3.2.19 under “Plan Modifications” in the Definitive
Subdivision agreement.

The original specification called for completion of improvements “within one year™ after
construction begins. Mr. Donelle requested an urgent meeting on December 21, 2000 to set out
terms of the landscaping improvements. He presented a letter from his Counsel, specifying “Mr.
Donelle expects to plant at least 10 plants, but not more than 20 to achieve the desired result.”
Regarding the timing of completion, it suggested the somewhat confusing specification, “ The
selection and planting will occur during the first year after construction begins, but not until the
subdivision nears completion so that the impact of the subdivision traffic can be quantified and
remedied.” The agreement was signed in the presence of the Town Planner.

it is now nearly five vears later and nothing has been done to remedy the situation. | contacted
the deveioper on & number of occasions to no avail. T have also raised the issue on a coupls of



occasions with members of the Planning Department, expressing frustration with the lack of
progress with the situation.

I would like 1o request the Planning Board’s assistance in achieving comphiance with the terms
of the definttive plan.  Under the circumstances, | would like to request that a mutually agreed
upon independent landscaping firm be assigned to provide an estimate of landscaping
improvements needed to remedy the situation with headlights and privacy, and that these
improvements be performed by the firm at the developer’s expense.

As a final matter, T would like to request that the Town Engineering departmnent review the plans
regarding the crosswalk on Washington Drive in front of my property. My concern is that the
berm on Washington Drive in front of my property has been damaged as a result of construction
vehicles using this area for three-point turns to reverse direction on Jackson Drive. Also, there 1s
no corresponding “ramp” to match that on the facing side of the street, to gain access to the
Washington Drive sidewalk.

Your consid hese matters is greatly appreciated.

Joseph Rigeiardi
ngton Dr.
Acton, MA 01720
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December 21, 2000

Chairman und Members
Planning Board of Acton
Town Hall

Acton, Massachusetts

Re:  “Jackson Drive Extension”

Dear Chairman and Members of the Board:

We represent Mr, Camille Donelle, Trustee of Putriot Conservation Trust, the doveloper of the
above reforenced subdivision,

Please be ndvised that our client has met with Mr, Riccurdi and has ugreed to plant whichever
plants Mr Riccardi selects from the attached list taken from the Flanning Buard Rules and
Regulations to insure hix privacy. The location and spacing of the plants will be consistent with
the recommendations set furth in the uttached list and the need to insure Mr. Riccardi’s privaty.
Mr Donclls expects to plant at least 10 plants but not more than 20 to achieve the desired result,

The selection and planting will occur during the first yeur nfler construction begins but not until
the subdivision ncars completion so that the impsct of the subdivision traffic can be quantilicd
and remedicd. . :
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3

-3

e,
zx / %\h
i et e U

L.

0o/u0 BRYTOM 480%L 00, LS HEPEETTRLL




PLANT SPECIES FOR CUL-DE-SAC ISLANDS & CHOKERS

L  TallGrowing Deciduous Shade Trees Minimum of 10 feet in height and caliper size 1.57 - 2° at planting time. One tros per 400 square feet.
Acer platanoides (Norway Maple) . Acer rubrum (Red Maple)
Pheilodendron amurense (Amur Cork) . : Quorcus velutina (Black Cak)Larch
" Quercus palustris (Pin OakiZelkova ) Quercus borealis (Northern Red Oak)
Zelkova serrata (Zelkova) Larix sp . (Larch)
Gliditsia trizcanthos inermis (Thornless Honeylocust “Skyline™) Platanus acerifolia (London Plane Tree)
Tilia cordata (European Littleleaf Linden "Greenspire™) Franxinus pennsylvanica (Green Ash "Marshali's Sewdless™)
il Smal) Deciduous Ornamental Trees Minimum of 8 feet in height and caliper size 17 - 1.57 at planting time. One tree per 225 square feet.
.Cornus Kouna (Japenesa Dogwood) . Cratacgus species (Howthown species)
Malus species (Crabapple species) Prunus serrulata (Kwanzan cherry)
. Syringa reticulata (Japenese tree iilac) Prunus subbirtella (Higan cherry )

Pyrus calleryana (Bradford Pear, Redspirs Pear)

111, Decid Shrubs for 5 .
Syringa vuigaris (Common lilac) Roma Rugosa (Rugoss rose)
Potentilla sp. (Potentilla) FEuoonymons alatux (Burning Bush)
Focsythia sp, (Forsythia) Spirea sp. (Spirea)
Kerria japonica (Kerria) Berberis koreara (Korean bayberry)
Viburnum trilobum - (American Cranberry Bush) Philadelphus virginalis (Mock Orange)

Rhododendron P.J.M. (P.J.M. Rhododendron}

v gﬁgﬁ

Taxus sp. (Yew) Tuniperus sp. (Juniper) -
Pinus mugo (Mugo Pine) Thuja cccidentalis (American arborvitas)
.rb.} r,n.ﬁ '

Y. Groundooven
Vinea Minor (Peciwinkle) Juniperus sp. (Low jenipers)
‘Pachysandra termialis (Japenese Spruce) Cotoneaster sp. (Ground contoneaster)
Hemerocallis (Daylillies) -
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3.2.11 On sheets 1 and 3, plan references, add Plan No. 24 of 1970.

3.2.12 On sheet 10 add a landscape planting detail with notes for the obsolete Washington
Drive turnaround similar to the detail and notes for the roundabout island.

3.2.13 Specify loam and grass seed for the splitter islands at the roundabout consistent with the
Rules' requirements for road shoulders. '

3.2.14 Specify removal of the common driveway behind lots 10, 11, and 12, closure of the
common driveway curb cut behind lot 12, and restoration of the curb and shoulder upon
the establishment of altemate access to the houses on lot 10 and the abutting Nichols
land. If Rafuses object to the removal, the preceding sentence shall not apply. Instead,
the common driveway shall be removed south of the merge with the Rafuse driveway,
the driveway curb cut shall be relocated as far away from the roundabout intersection as
possible but at least centered on the easement, and the curb and shoulder shall be
restored.

3.2.15 All water supply infrastructure shown on the Plan shall comply with the Acton Water
District (AWD) requirements and AWD approval of the Plan shall be submitted in writing
before Plan endorsement.

3.2.16 Allfire hydrants and fire alarm call boxes shali be installed in accordance with the
specifications of the Acton Fire Department (AFD) and AFD approval of the Plan shall be
submitted in writing prior to Plan endorsement.

3.2.17 Add a Plan note stating that house locations are shown for illustrative purposes only and

that they may vary from what is shown on the Plan within the setback requirements of
the Bylaw.

3.2.18 Add a Plan note stating that any proposed limits of clearing on the lots are shown for
illustrative purposes only and may vary from what is shown on the Plan. If such limits of
clearing are required by another entity having jurisdiction the note shall clarify that fact.

3.2.19 Submit a plan for Board approval showing effective landscaping or other suitable
methods of screening out car headlights from the Ricciardi residence at 14 Washington
Drive. No such measures shall be shown or installed within the public way. The
approved screening elements shall be installed during the first year of construction on
the Site, subject to Riceiardis’ notice to proceed.

3.2.20 Except during the period of initial clearing and grubbing, no construction or contractors'
vehicles shall be parked on Washington Drive or Jackson Drive during the entire time of
construction of the proposed subdivision and homes.

3.2.21 Before planting any trees required under the Rules or under this decision, the Applicant
shall consult with the Tree Warden to determine acceptable species and varieties. The
Applicant shall follow the Tree Warden's determination.

3.2.22 Unless directed otherwise by this decision, the definitive plan shall be modified to comply
with ali requirements of the Rules, and shall address all departmentai comments
received by the Board in a manner that resoives any concems raised therein to the
satisfaction of the Boeard.

3.2 CONDITIONS

The foliowing conditions shall be binding upon the Applicant and 18 successors and assigns.
Failure 1o adhere 1o the foliowing conditions shall bs reason o rescind this subdivision approval
pursuant io MGL Ch.41, $.81-W. The Town of Acton may elect to enforce compliance with this
densision using any and all powers avallable o it under the law,

Decision 00-13, Definitive Subdivision Jackson Drive Extension, 10716700 Pege Sof 8
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