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14 Assabet Crossing

Current Situation

Soil Type:  Medium to Fine sand
Usage: 13 years (Initial 3 years, 3 adults; thereafter 2 adults; future 2 adults)
Maintenance: Biannual pump out since commissioning

Conclusion: Anticipate many years of useful life before failure

Estimated cost of replacement (current price): $20.000
Cost of Options
Individual
Estd. Cost for Town to provide stub (Parker St, 19ft deep)  $12,000
Estimated Cost to connect $39,400
Total $51.400
Common

Estd. Cost for Town to provide stub (Independence Rd: $2,000
~ (shared by 6 homeowners)

Estimated Cost to connect $17,100

Total $19.100
Note:
Typical cost of connection in Acton $4.000

(Cost of stub — provided during construction, cost included in betterment??)
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Issues

Individual

* Septic exits house at rear (with respect to Parker St)
* Approx 840ft to stub

* Estimated elevation of home — 200t

Estimated elevation at Parker St — 220ft
Possible need for backflow preventer — not included
Need for back-up alarm system — not included
Pump “housing” for aesthetic reasons — not included

* Considerable impact on mature landscaping
* Operating and maintenance costs

* High installation costs approx 10X typical Acton homeowner’s cost
approx 2X cost of replacing leach field
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Common

* Septic exits house at rear (with respect to Independence Rd )

* Approx 230ft to stub (crossing neighbor’s property)

* Shared pump on neighbor’s property — legal cost in drawing up common
usage/maintenance etc document

* Estimated elevation of home — 2001t

Estimated elevation at Independence Rd — 200ft
Gravity no use in the event of pump failure

* Black top on drive will require careful, expensive refixing to avoid
looking like a “bad road job”

* Operating and maintenance costs

* Installation Costs approx 5X typical Acton homeowner’s cost
approx equal to cost of replacing leach field
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Conclusion

Neither of the 2 Options considered are cost effective when compared to a leach field

Both options require operating costs in addition to usage fees, the leach field requires a
biannual pump-out at minimal cost

Both options have some “disturbance” and aesthetic impact on the status quo.

We will not connect to the Town system if a stub is provided.

Request

That 14 Assabet Crossing should be exempt from the betterment.
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