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Applicant: Town of Acton S ission Date: Nov r 14, 2
Applicant’s Address, Phone Number and Email Purpose: (Please select all that apply)

Don P. Johnson, Town Manager X Open Space

472 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720 O Community Housing

978-264-9612 X Historic Preservation

manager@acton-ma.gov X Recreation
Town Committee (if applicable):
Project Name: Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT) — Design Funding (1* instaliment)
Project Location/Address:  East Acton - Concord line to North Acton - Carlisle line
Amount R: : 1 K
Project Summary: (In the space below, provide a brief summary of the project).

This application requests funding of a first installment for engineering design services on the BFRT. The total
cost of the Acton trail segment is presently estimated at $4.4 miilion. Acquisition, except legal costs, s
assumed at $0. Most of the project funding will be obtained through the Federal Transportation
Enhancement Grant Program (or similar). Currently, federal funding for design and construction makes up
75% to 80%. Acton would be responsible for initial engineering costing about 15% of the total, or
$660,000*. The State would make up the difference.,

These estimates assume unsignalized at-grade crossings for Great Road (1) and Main Street (2) based on
preliminary MassHighway input reported in the FST feasibility study. MassHighway owns Great Road and has
the final say on the design and cost of the trail. The Town does not believe that simple crosswalks could
ever be safe, even if just temporary. The Town also questions if a standard signalized crosswalk design
would be sufficiently safe at Great Road. It is the Town’s opinion that safe crossings are needed from the
day the trail is opened for public use. Properly protected Great Road and Main Street crossings will add to
the design and overall project costs, but no estimates are available for these items at this time.

* The initial engineering cost would bring the project to the 25%-design stage, a term further defined by MassHighway. The rule-of-
thumb figure to estimate the cost of this effort is +/-15% of the total project cost. The Town recently received a low estimate of
$180,000 for the same work, The actuat figure will ba known once formal proposals have been received by the Town and a qualified

design firm has been selected. In any case, the $125,000 amount requested in this application is an instaliment towards the final
cost,
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Acton Community Preservation Fund Project Application November 14, 2005

Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT)

Narrative:

2.

1. Project Summary and Scope

The Bruce Freeman Rail Trail {BFRT) will be a multi-use path on the former Penn Central Railroad right-
of-way, now owned by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Transportation (EOT). The BFRT is planned
to extend 22 miles from Sudbury to Lowell. In Acton, the trail will run for +/-4.6 miles from the Concord
line in East Acton to the Carlisle line in North Acton (Figure 1). North of Acton (Westford to Lowell), the
trail is in design or under construction, East and south of Acton (Concord to South Sudbury), itis in
various planning stages with a possible extension into Framingham.

This application requests $125,000 funding as a first installment for engineering design services on the
BFRT. The total cost of the Acton trail segment is presently estimated at $4.4 million. Acquisition, except
legal costs, is assumed at $0. Most of the project funding will be obtained through the Federal
Transportation Enhancement Grant Program {or similar). Currently, federal funding for design and
construction makes up 75% to 80%. Acton would be responsibie for initial design costing about 15% of
the total, The State would make up the difference.

These estimates are based on unsignalized at-grade crossings for Great Road (1) and Main Street (2)
based on preliminary MassHighway input reported in the FST feasibility study. MassHighway owns Great
Road and has the final say on the design and cost of the trail. The Town does not believe that simple
crosswalks could ever be safe, even if just temporary. The Town also questions if a standard signalized
crosswalk design would be sufficiently safe at Great Road. It is the Town’s opinion that safe crossings
are needed from the day the trail is opened for public use. Properly protected Great Road and Main
Street crossings will add to the design and overall project costs, but no estimates are available for these
items at this time.

The Town has previously funded a feasibility study for the Acton trail portion, which found no
insurmountable obstacles to building the trail. Last year the Town applied, the Community Preservation
Committee recommended for funding, and the 2005 Annual Town Meeting appropriated $75,000 of CPA
start-up funding for:

Right-of-way acquisition from the Massachusetts Executive Office of Transportation (EOT).
Resolution of Rex Lumber routing issues.

Feasibility of safe Great Road and Main Street crossings.

Survey work with remaining funds, if any.

Bl e

Since April 2005, the Town has spent considerable time and effort on resolving rail trail acquisition
issues, including drafting, redrafting, negotiating with, and advising stakeholders on the proposed Rail
Trail Environmental Liability Insurance legistation (Senate Bill 2256). These efforts fall under item 1.
above. These efforts were made to advance both the Assabet River and Bruce Freeman Rail Trails. The
Town will bitl an appropriate dollar amount (to be determined} to the 2005 Bruce Freeman Rail Trail
apprapriation for these efforts.

Consistency with the Acton Community Preservation Plan Goals
The BFRT prolect meets several of Acton's Community Preservation Goals:
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b.

Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT)

railroad for a time. Without the BFRT, the EOT could sell the right-of-way to abutting landowners. In
some cases this would simply increase their yards; in other cases the additional land could create
new building lots.

In East Acton where the railroad right-of-way intersects Concord Road is the Village Green with the
former site of the East Acton depot. The plan is to recreate the green on this site to provide rail trail
users and others a place to rest with views of Ice House Pond. Educational materials on East Acton’s
history and local natural resources will also be displayed in a kiosk at the green. The green will
complement the rail trail and provide an additional 1.3 acres of open space.

Open Space and other environmental resources within and alongside the BFRT corridor are
discussed in greater detail on pages 12 and 13 of the feasibility study {(attached).

Recreation

The BFRT is a regional bike trail project as called for under Recreation Goals of Acton’s FY 05
Community Preservation Plan. The BFRT will offer opportunities for recreational biking, walking,
rollerblading, possibly horseback riding, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in winter, and bird
watching and nature study on Nashoba Brook, Ice House Pond, Butter Brook, and along the swamps
that the trail transects. Along its 22 miles through seven communities, the BFRT links many
neighborhoods, recreation facilities, parks, conservation tands, historic villages and downtowns,
schools, employment locations, commuter rail service to Boston {in Loweil and Concord), and the
Central Mass Rail Trail. In Acton alone, the BFRT connects multiple recreation areas and corridors.
The BERT runs through the proposed site of the EAV Green, just a short distance from the Morrison
Property on Concord Road. It passes by the Veterans Memoria! Field at Main Street and Great Road,
then along the Nashoba Brook Conservation area in North Acton {which also abuts the Spring Hill
Conservation area). Finally, it crosses Main Street at Ledge Rock Way, which is the access to the
North Acton Recreation Area (NARA). In addition, it forms an element of the Bay Circuit Trail and
Greenway' near Main Street and Carlisle Road. Since major funding will be coming from federal
grant programs, the BFRT must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Therefore, the BFRT
will be handicapped accessible,

¢, Historic Preservation

The BFRT will preserve the old railroad corridor, which is part of North and East Actons’ agricultural,
commercial, and industrial heritage. The right-of-way includes historic remnants such as old railroad
devices, sections of the East Acton depot foundation, telegraph poles, and mill stones that could be
restored as historic and educational landmarks along the trail, Additionally, the historic Isaac Davis
Trail crosses the right-of-way near Brook Street and the BFRT is just a short walk from the 19"
century Pencil Factory site in the Nashoba Brook Conservation area. Rail trails in general help
stimulate and revitalize local economies through the recreation and commuter traffic that they bring
to an area. Business and property owners in North and East Acton Villages will benefit from the
existence of the BFRT, and with that they will be better able to maintain and restore their historic
properties near the trail.

3. Consistency with Town Planning Documents
The BFRT is consistent with all relevant Town of Acton planning documents:

8

1898 Master Plan Update
The BFRT implements the following broad Master Plan goals and objectives:
« strengthen Acten’s traditional pattern ;
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Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT)

» promote pedestrian circulation
s create green belts
provide recreational opportunities for families with young children
provide fagilities that will encourage walking and bicycling
regionat (...} cooperation in transportation planning
reduce dependency on the automobile
» improve connectivity and circutation
For the most part, the above are carried over from the 1990 Master Plan and thus are long-standing
Acton planning goals. The Master Plan Update specifically discusses the status of the BFRT in 1998
and includes in its action recommendations to “lobby for an extension of the Loweli-Sudbury Rail
Trail through Acton” (p. 173).

* & & 9

b. 2002-2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan

The Open Space and Recreation Plan dedicates an entire section of its Inventory of Lands of
Conservation and Recreation Interest to two planned rail trails in Acton, one of them being the BFRT
(referred to as the Bruce N. Freeman Memorial Bicycle Path, BFBP, p. 100).

The authors of the Open Space and Recreation plan conducted a survey of Acton residents. The
plan reports that the answers to the guestion: “"What are the top-five recreational facilities most
needed in Acten”, returned bike trails as the overwhelming top preference {p. 111). Accordingly, the
development of the rail tralls is a principal goal of the Open Space and Recreation Plan. "Promote
the development of the two regional bike trails planned to run through Acton” is one of its five
recreation goals (p. 122). The rail trails also were mentioned in the 1996-2001 Open Space and
Recreation Plan.

c. 2004 East Acton Village Plan

Among the East Acton Village Plan goals are to preserve historic, cultural and recreational resources;
improve bicycle access and safety; enhance outdoor recreation opportunities; protect, enhance, and
manage open spaces that have value as aesthetic, agricultural, recreational, wetland, flood control
and/or wildlife resources; and protect and promote air quality. A high priority strategy, which is
reiterated numerous times throughout the document under each of these geals, is to “construct the
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT).” Pages 169-171 are devoted solely to the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail,

Feasibility

The Fay, Spofford & Thorndike study found the BFRT project physically feasible. Various approvals for
constructing the trail near wetlands and waterways, at and over State-owned roads, and across the

Isaac Davis Trail will be required. Fay, Spofford & Thorndike state in the study that based on their “site
walk and experience on previous projects, it is unlikely that the existing conditions in the study area
wotld prevent construction of the bicycle path” (Executive Summary, page i., attached) funding for the
project to date and demonstrated progress on acquisition, design, and construction in other towns has
proven its feasibility, including financial feasibility. The entire BFRT has been listed as one of eight
regional proposed trails in the Boston MPQ Regienal Transportation Plan 2000-2025, the guidance
document for future transportation program and project investments in the Boston region. The MPO has
also programmed the BFRT construction for federal funding in 2008.

Population Served

Az present, there are no off-road or on-road bicycle ways In Acton. Marrow streets and high traffic

YEITTISS TIAKE bi{“‘ghzéf@ for commiutl g and recreation a dangerous oroposition. A survey in the Z002-
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Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT)

6.

10.

1i.

iz

Serving Multiple Needs and Populations / CPA Focus Areas

The BFRT will be used by recreation seekers and commuters between Framingham and Lowell and
eventually commuters using rail service to Boston. In addition to bicycling, the BFRT is available for
walking, rollerblading, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in the winter, observing wildiife, and
enjoying nature. Motorized vehicles will not be allowed except for emergencies and maintenance. The
BFRT will be accessible to persons with disabilities in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The BFRT addresses three CPA focus areas:
s DOpen Space
+ Recreation
» Historic Preservation
{see section 2 of this Narrative)

. Other Funds

To date, the Acton portion of the BFRT has received roughly $100,000 in town appropriations (see
section 9 below). In the future, it is hoped that the Town wiil be able to contribute its 15% share
($660,000) to leverage an additional $3.52 million in federal funds and $440,000 in State funds for a
total estimated project cost of $4.4 million to complete the BFRT in Acton. Any funding Acton contributes
to the project puts Acton in an advantaged position to apply for federal grants in a highly competitive
funding program.

. Relationship to Other Town-Owned Assets

Ownership and development of the BFRT along Nashoba Brook and Ice House Pond enhances the
Nashoba Brook Greenbelt. The Town of Acton already owns the East Acton Village Green site, the land
along Ice House Pond, and several large tracts of conservation fand along the right-of-way.

. Consistency with Recent Town Meeting Action

In 2000, Town Meeting authorized the Town to raise and appropriate $25,000 to be expended by the
Town Manager for the purpose of a feasibility study for the creation of a rail trail in North and East
Acton. In 2003, Town Meeting voted that the Town accept a parking easement gift from Acton Garage
Storage, Inc. for parking purposes at 1009-1015 Main Street to serve the BFRT. The 2005 Annual Town
Meeting appropriated $75,000 in start-up funding.

Competency
The Town of Acton has a proven ability to implement the proposed project.

Site Control

EQT owns the right of way. EOT has expressed support for the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail project. The
Town and Rex Lumber have some understanding on the process by which trail rout options in the Rex
Lumber site vicinity will be pursued. The requested funds are in part intended to establish firm site
control of the right of way.

£ost Fstimates

This request is for an instaliment pavment or set-aside to build 3 fund that will eventually cover the
Town's cost for engineering design services estimated at $660,000. If the acquisition, routing, and strest
Crossng issues can be resolved quickly, then the available funds to-date can be used o start the design.

Page N 4 of 4
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Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT)

Attachments

Suppeorting Documents:

1. Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Feasibility Study
Summary and physical description

2. Deed to the Executive Office of Transportation (EOT) for the Right-of-Way

Letters of Support:

1. Executive Office of Transportation (EOT)
2. Friends of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail

3. Acton Stream Teams

Maps and Plans:
1. Bruce Freeman Bicycle Trail Study Area Map (Figure 1)

2. USGS Map

3. Assessors Maps

Attached are copies of the assessors maps. The right-of-way is shown as Penn Central Co.

4. Wetlands and Flood Plain Maps

Attached are copies of the wetlands and floodplain maps for assessors map sheets. The right-of-way is
shawn as Penn Central Co. Wetlands are shown in horizontal crosshatch; flood plains are depicted in

gray tone or between arrowed lines.

5. Zoning Map

Attached is a map showing the zoning in the area surrounding the BFRT route. The zoning map legend is

on a separate sheet.

6. Record Plans
Attached is a copy of the EQT’s right-of-way plan.

Photographs

i. Fall 20605 Clean-up Day




?fééé.red fh‘;
Town of Acton, M

Fay, Spoffor

lanuary 20604




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Town of Acton is at a critical point in the planning process for a proposed Alternative
Transportation Facility / Bicycle Path. Construction of the northern 7-mile segment of the
Bruce N. Freeman Mernonal Bicycle Path in Lowell, Chelmsford, and Westtord will begin in
2004. The Town has undertaken an East Acton Village Planning and Transportation Study to
assess existing conditions and outline future improvements to the East Acton Village area.
State planming efforts are underway for the redesign of the Concord Rotary and the stretch of
Route 2 extending to Route 111, both of which have the potential to affect the bicycle path
route through the towns of Acton and Concord. In Sudbury, a task force has been appointed to
study and make recommendations to town officials on the bicycle path. The Friends of the
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail, an ad-hoc group of residents representing towns along the corridor,
are gaining momentum as they educate themselves and continue their outreach activities in an
effort to make the 22-mile bicycle path a reality.

The goal of the study effort for the Acton portion of the Bruce N. Freeman Memorial Bicycle
Path was to assess the feasibility of constructing a 4.6-mile shared use bicycle path along the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts owned railroad right-of-way within Acton. The study area
extends from the Concord Town Line near Route 2 north to the Carlisle Town Line near the
junction of Route 27 and Rowte 225. Town officials and residents have taken a proactive
approach to bicycle path development by appropriating funds at Town Meeting to complete
this feasibility study. Further, the Town aliocated municipal staft time for representation on
the Rail Trail Committee and extended the scope of the draft feasibility study from the 2.8
mile segment to the entire 4.6-mile corridor. The Town recognizes that the bicycle path will
be a strong addition to the local tansportation network and will help expand the Town’s
pedestrian and bicyclist facilities. At the regional level, the proposed bicycle path will also
serve to connect communities north and south of Acton and provide an important link in the
region’s intermodal transportation network.

The feasibility study builds a compeliing case for constructing the 4.6-mile bicycle path within
Acton. The study was conducted in three phases: field investigation / analysis of existing
conditions, bicycle path conceptual design, and development of an implementation pian

Beyond the physical design and construction aspects, the justification for the project was
further strengthened by the existing and future demand for the bicycle path based on local and
regional demographic and development trends.

Existing conditions in the project area were evaluated using on-site visual inspection,
dhscussions with local officials, and a review of available State and Town records. The
segment of railroad nght-ofsway running parallel to Great Road (Route 2A/119) und al long
Route 27 in Nowth Acion is hwdﬁﬁtd b‘v g*zm&nw mm"neﬁ,ug and some “’E‘aiéiﬁ‘i’}&c‘n 5,
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any of the environmental contaminmtion ssues located in the vicinity of the study area would
preciude construction of the bicycle path.

A conceptual bicycle path design was developed for the 4.6-mile railroad right-of-way that
includes six atgrade crossings, five bridge crossings over Nashoba Brook, and one crossing
over Butter Brook. The goal of the conceptual design was to minimize or eliminate mpacts to
environmental resources, improve safety conditions at bicycle path / roadway crossings, and
reduce project costs where possible. It is recommended that the bicycle path be designed as a
10-foot wide bituminous concrete paved surface with 2 to 4 foot shoulders, varying in width
depending upon the width of the rail bed and location of adjacent environmental resources.
Also, 1t is recornmended that the existing bridge structures be removed and replaced with pre-
engineered bridge structures for cost and maintenance considerations. The preliminary cost
estirnate places the cost of the project at approximately $4.4 million at the time of construction.

An mmplementation plan was drafted to outline the steps necessary to proceed forward with the
design and construction of the project. Funding for the design and construction of the bicycle
path will need to be secured from local, state, or federal sources. The Town needs to evaluate
the project’s eligibility under the policy and program provisions of each potential funding
source. Once construction of the bicycle path is complete, the Town will be responsible for the
routine maintenance and policing of the path. Therefore, it will be important for the Town to
program fiture fiscal expenditures over the lifetime of the project.

A number of strategic planming issues need to be discussed among local officials and
appropriate state agencies early in the project planning and development stages. These issues
mamly reiate to Town and private use of the EOTC managed right-of-way and bicycle path
access across state -owned roadways. Tackling the difficult issues early on will help streamline
the process as the bicycle path proceeds to design and construction. The Town should establish
a realistic timeframe over which to advance the project and assign responsibilities to carry out
the necessary tasks. The Town should take a leadership role in launching a community-wide
marketing and promotional campaign to gain solid support and resources, both human and
capital, for the Acton portion of the Bruce N. Freeman Memorial Bicycle Path. Gaining
community support and addressing concerns at the outset of the project will lead to the
successful implementation and long-term sustainability of the bicycle path.
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2.3.2

2.3.3

Project Area Physical Description

Length & Width

The study area of the Acton portion of the Bruce Freeman Bicycle Path extends from the
Concord Town line north to the Carlisle Town line. The Lowell Secondary Track right-ot-
way 1s 66 feet wide for most of its Jength. In North Acton, the right-of-way narrows to a width
of 53 to 60 feet for a stretch of approximately 470 feet. The right-of-way is also wider than 66
feet in some locations along the railroad and includes a few outcrops of land to the east and
west of the right-of-way. The approximate centerline of the existing track is the
established baseline for the right-of-way. The proposed bicycle path will be located slong the
alignment of the existing wack. The rail bed varies in width depending upon the adjacent ot
and fiHl slopes and bordering wetlands.

Topography

The corridor is lined with thick vegetation and includes significant cut and filt slopes, drainage
swales, culverts, wetlands, and other obstructions. Nashoba Brook and bordering wetlands
align most of the right-of~way. The segments of right-of-way runming parallel to Great Road
{Route 2A/119) and Route 27 are bordered by primarily commercial and some residential
uses. The remainder of the right-of-way is primarily located adjacent to conservation and
wetland areas.

Presence of Environmental Resources

The proposed bicycle path is located in an environmentally sensitive area characterized by the
meandering Nashoba Brook, an abundance of wetlands and floodplain, and the Zone 1f aquifer
recharge area. The Nashoba Brook greenbelt extends for the fuli length of Nashoba Brook and
encompasses the rail comidor.  Many parcels alongside of the rail corridor have high
conservation and recreation potential.

Nashoba Brook and Ice House Pond Drainage Basin
Ecosystem

The proposed bicycle path is entirely located within the
Nashoba Brook Drainage Basin. Approximately 75% of
the watershed area tor Nashoba Brook 1s located in Acton.
The basin serves as a critical habitat for many common
wildlife species, both mammal and bird, and 1
characterized by native red maple swamp forest type. The
Nashoba Brook Basin is g crugial parf of the unbroken
hain of open space parcels producing ong of the most
i : 5 nmoaral land and
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Nashoba Brook and Butter Brook converge in Notth Acton and flow south.  The
section of Nashoba Brook running south towards Great Road (Route 2A/119) has
open marsh and floodplains that have been cited as critical habitat for wood turtles.
The wetlands habitat running north from Route 2A, near the Veterans Memorial Field
complex, 15 an established wood turtle habitat included in the 2000-2003 Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Map. The Brook and its surrounding wetlands are
hotne to a vanety of wildhife including beaver, otter, mink, and fisher.

Between Great Road/Route 2A and Ice House Pond, the Nashoba Brook riverine
ecosystem forms a series of deep pools with steep banks and broad floodplains that
are known for their trout population. This section of Nashoba Brook and its
surrounding wetlands are populated by both beaver and ofter. South of the Brook
Street crossing, the western side of the rathroad rght-of-way is & mix of forested
uplands, open pastureland and fHoodplain/marsh.  Nashoba Brook meanders
southwards alongside the railroad right-of-way to Ice House Pond

Ice House Pond, an impoundment of Nashoba Brook, and #s drainage basin and
connected open marsh represent important wildlife habitat for a varety of migratory
ducks, as well as nesting habitat for fowl species. The {ce House Pond Basin, in
combination with the adjacent Mormrison Farm and Woodlawn Cemetery property.
create a contiguous natural land comdor to the Acton Arboretum. This wildlife
cormidor is used by white-tailed deer, covote, red fox and fisher.

Beyond Ice House Pond, Nashoba Brook continues in a southerly direction towards
the Assabet River, crossing the railroad right-of-way between Concord Road and
Wetherbee Street. The Assabet River flows through the southeast comer of Acton and
Acton’s waters all drain into the Assabet. Acton is one of the fourteen towns located
in the Sudbury-Assabet-Concord (SuAsCo) River Basin.

Groundwater’

The state has classified all of Acton’s surface waters, with the exception of Nagog

Pond, as Class B waters. This classification indicates the waters may be used for
water supply with appropriate freatment.  Acton relies solely on Town wells and

purmnps its water from groundwater aquifers. Acton’s streams and associated wetlands
provide an estimated average of 65% of the techarge of the aquifers. The majority of
the bicycle path project study area is located in the Zone 2 aquifer recharge area for
Conant Welis T & I, which are located in close proximity to the vail cornidor,
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KNOW ALl MEN BY THESE PRESENTS

That THE PENN CENTRAL CORPORATION, a Pennsylvania
corporation, having an coffice at 1700 Market Stree%, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania 19103, hereinafter referred to as the
Grantor, for consideratién of TWO MILLION THREE HUNDERED FIVE
THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FORTY-XKINE DOLLARS ($2,305,449.00) paig,
does hereby grant ancd release to COMMONWEALTHE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
acting through the Executive Office of Transportation and
Construction, pursuant to MGL, Chapter 1€1C, Section 4, herein-
after referred teo as the Grantee, all the right, title andg

"interest of the said Grantor of, in and to the premises des~

cribed in Schedule "A" attached hereto znd made a part hereof
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SCHEDULE A

ALL THAT PROPERTY situate in the Towns of West Bridgewater
and Cast Bridgewater, County of Plymouth and Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, being all the right, title and interest of
The Penn Central Corporation, of, in and to all those pieces
or parcels of land and premises, easements, rights of way
and other rights of any kind whatsoever appurtenant thereto
or used in conjunction therewith on and aliong a portion of
the railroad of said Corporation known as the East Bridge-
water Secondarv Track, United States rRailway Association
Lins Code 4191, said portion heing dsscribed as follows:

BEGINNING at Westdale at the lateral cut line described on
Page B-25 of the deed from the Trustees of the property of
Penn Central Transportation Company te Consclidated Rail
Corperation dated March 30, 1976 and recorded in the Qffice
of the Register in and for said Plymouth County in Deed Book
4584, rage 337, said lateral cut line being the Basterly
right of way line of the 1iddleboro Branch of said Consolida-
ted Rail Corporation and being parallel with andéd 28.88 feet
Eastwardly, radially and at right angles from the monumented
centerline of said Middleboro franch, which is shown on

‘Railroad Valuation Map No. 500-9104-0-33B14-1; thence extend-

ing in a general Northeagsterly direction, along said right

of way of East Bridgewater secondary Track, approximately
1.96 miles, which is shown on pajlroad Valuation itap Nos.
500-9104-020B-6-1, 500~ 9104-020B-5=~1, and 500-9104~020B4-1,
to the Southwesterly line of the parcel of land conveyed by
the Trustees of The New YOIk, New Haven and Eartford Railroad
Company to Astrid L. Mondeau by deed dated Mav 1§, 1940 anc
recorded in the aforesazid pffice of Reglster in Deed Book
1797, Page 222, the place of ending.

TOGETHER with bridges., culverts, buildings and other appurtenances
and improvements located thereon.

ALSC ALL THAT pPROPERTY situate in the Towns of Ablngton,
rockland and Hanover, county of Plvmouth and Commonwealtn of
Massachusetts, being all the right, title and interest of
The Penn Central corpcration of, in and to all those plecss
or parcels of land an¢ premises, ezsements, rights of way
and other rights of any xind whatsoever appurtenant thereto
or used in conjunction therewith on and along a portion of
the railroad of said corporation kxnown as the VWesit Hanover
cecondarv Track, United States Ratlway zssociation Line Code
5172, said portion being described as follows:
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Secondary Track, approximately 3.49 miles, which is shown on
Railroad Valuation Map Nos. 500-9104-022B-1-1, 500-9104-
G22B-2-1, 500-9104~022B-3-1, and 500-9104-022B-4-1, to the
North-westerly line of the parcel of land which has been
conveyed by the Trustees of the propertv of The New York,

New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company to National Fireworks
Company, Inc. by deed dated June 3, 1941 and recorded in the
aforesaid Office of the Register in Deed Book 1810, Page 24,
the place of ending in West Hanover.

TOGETHER with roadbed, tracks, bridges, culverts, buildings,
ties and other track materials, and other appurtenances and
improvements located thereon.

ALSO ALL THAT PROPERTY situate in the Town of Millbury,
County of Worcester and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, being
211 the right, title and interest of Thz Penn Central
Corooretion of, in and to all thoss pi s oy parcels of
land and premises, easemsnis, righis & av and other rights
©f any kind whatsoever appurtenant the

conjunction therewith on andé zlcong 2 portion of the railroad
of said Corporation known as =he Millburv Secondary Track,
Urited States Railway Association Ling Code 4136, said
pPortion being described as follows:

BEGINNING at Millbury Juncticn at the lateraz]l cut line
described on page B-30 of the deed from the Trustees of the
property of Penn-Central Transportation Company to Consolidated
Rail Corporation dated March 38, 1976 ané recorded in the
Office of the Register in ané for said County of Worcester
in Deed Book 6573, Page 307, szid latesrzl cut ling being the

- Southerly right of way line of the former Boston and Albany
Maine Line, which is shown on Railread Valuztion Map No.
S00-0010~F=1-1; thence extending in = Scutherly direction
2.77 miles, which is shown on Railrcad vValuation Map Nos.
390-0010-F~2~1 and 500-00L0~-F-23-1, to ths Northerly iine of
the parcel of land containing 7.13 acres, more or less,
which has besen conveyed hy Penn Ceniral Compeny to New
Englané High Carbon Wire Corp. by deed dated May 11, 1968
and recorded in the Office of the Regis:

County of Worcester in Deed Book . Page + the place
of ending, said place of ending being approximately 320 feet
South of the Southerly line of Milliburv Avenue.

TOGETHER with bridges, culverts,—5oulidings and "6ther appurtenances
and improvements located thereen.

ALSC, ALL THAT PROPERTY situate in the Towns of Concord and
Acton, County of Middlesex and Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
being all the right, title and intersst of The Penn Central
Corporation of, in and to a2ll those nieces or parcels of
land and premises, easements, rights of way and other rights

¢f any kind whatscever appurisnant thereto or u%EQ’in ;oﬂjﬁncticn
therewith on and along 2 portion of the railroad of said
Corporation known a3 the Lowell Secon ¢ Track, G?;;eﬁ

States Rallway Assoo Line Uode 4230, szid portzon

Deling described as f
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Lowell Secondary Track through the centerline of bridge no.
9.83, the place of ending, said bridge no. 9.83 carries the
track of railroad over MNashoba Creek.

TOGETHER with. roadbed, tracks., bridges, culverts, buildings,
§ies and other track materials and other appurtenances and
imbrovements located thereon. .

AND ALSO ALL THAT PROPERTY situate in the Town of Palmer in '
the County of Hampden, the Town of Ware in the County of
Hampshire and the Towns of West Brookfield, Hardwick, New
Braintree and Barre in the County of Worcester, all in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, being all the right, title

and interest of The Penn Central Corporation of, in and to

all those pieces or parcels of land and premises, easements, ,
rights of way and other rights of any kind whatsoever appurtenant
thereto or used in conjunction therewith on and along a

portion of the railroad of said Corporation known ag the

Ware River Secondary Track, United States Railway Association
Line Code 4139%, said portion being describsd as follows:

BEGINNING at the lateral cut line describesd on page B-15
revised of the deed from the Trustees of the property of

Penn Central Transportation Company dated March 30, 1276 and
recorded in the Qffice of the Register in and for said

County of Hampden in Deed Book 4672, Page 11, said line

being along the Easterly abutment line of the Massachusetts
Turnpike Bridge in Palmer, which is shown on Railroad Valuation
Map Ho. 500-0050-0-2-4; thence extending in a general Northeasterly
direction, along saié right of wav of Ware River fecondary
Track, approximately 23.35 miles, which is shown on Railroad-
Valuation Map Nos. 500-0030-0-3-4, 500-0050~0-4-4, 500-0050-
0-5-4, 500-0050~-0~6-4, 500-0050~0-7-4, 500-00530-0-8-4, 500-
0050~0~9~¢, 500-0050-0-10-4, 500-0050-0-11-4, 500-0050-0-12-

4, 5060-0050~0-13-4, 500-0050-0-14-4, 500-605G-0-15-4, 500~
00650-0-16~-4, 5006-0050-0-17-4, 500-0050-0-18-4, 500-0050~0~
19%-4, 500-00350-0-20-4, 500-0050-0-21-4, 500-0050-0-22-4,
500-0050~0-23-4, 500-0050-0-24-4, and 500-0050-0-25-4, to a
line drawn perpendicuvlarly across said right of way through
Mile Post 23, the place of ending at South Barre.

TOGETHER with roadbed, tracks, bridges, culverts, buildings,

ties and other track materiazls and other appurtenances, and
improvements located thereon.

identified excess parcels lying adjacent to the lines of
railroad herein conveyed.

East Bridgewater Secondary Track 4181:

PARCEL NO. MAD100 38-2 on Railroad vValuation Map mumber 500-
9104-20B~4~1, the westerly line of said parcel is parallel
ght angles from ths
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7
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LSC excepting thereout and therefrom the following easements for facili-
ies covered by the following licenses with;

ovell Secondary Track 4130

Licensee

.1} Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co.

{2). New England Telephone &
Telegraph Co.

{27 ZBoston Ediscn and New Eng-
iand Telephone & Telegraph
Co.

(4) Boston Edison Co.

{3} Beoston Edison Co.

Wars River Secondary Track 4139

,

Licensee

!1) Ameyican Telephone &
Telegraph Co.

{2} Stryzemienskil Dairy Farms

(3} Massz:iuvsetts Electric Co.

{4} HMassachusetts Electric Co.

et

Pioneer Valley Cablevisicn

(&)

ESRY

pate of
Agreement

PSR MY

4/30/68

8/18/26

11/17/28

10/4/61

8/21/5¢

Dace of

Agreementc

5/2:1/56
B/1/27
11/1/46
12/14/861

$/8/65%

‘dike depot

) Tyve of
Location Occupation

West Concord at
Sta §60+25

38" gas line i
steel casing

Keorth Acton guy wire and

Croton Road : anchor
Koreh Reoto aerial power
Main Streec line

Acton a2t Sta aerial power
875+20 Iine with
appurtenances

hcton et Sta aerial power

875+20 : line ,
Type of
Location Occupation

Palmer at Sta aerizl cable

g3+59.5 B with appurte-
nances-2 loca-
tions
Thorndike at " 1" water pipe
Sta 122+64.9

Pzlmer % mile 3 aerial powe
S of Thorn- lines

A i e T L e

Ware aerial power
line with
aopurtenances

Ware at East St. communication

line with
spmurtenances
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{8) lew England Power Co.~
Licensee
(3} New England Telechone Co.
{10) XNew England Telephons Co.
(11) Massachusetts Electric Co.
112} New England Telephone &
Telegraph Co.

(13} Massachusetis Electric Co.

(%) G. H. Gilbert Manufacturing

(13) 3. BE. Gilbert Mznufacturing
{16} Town of Palmer
{17} Meassachusetts Fleczric Co.

{18} Diamond Gardner Corp.

{12} Massachusetts Electric Co.

{20) Thorndike Fire & Water Dist.
{21) New Englané Power Co.
{22} lew Zngland Power Co.

Tgligphons &

9/8/48
Date of
Agreement
1/28/75
477775
2/14/75
1/2/70

6/10/46

B8/1/12

9/10,/02
4/15/38
10/30/46

4/17/58
9/23/57

6/1/27

7/22/656

£/9/58

£i473E

Ware 1,500 ft
N of MP 13
Location

Ware 010 feet
N of MP 14

Gilbertville
Saw=Mill Rd

Gilbertville 26B0
feet N of MP 15

Hardwick
Gilbertville-
at Stationh B32
Gilpertville
248 Iz, § of
Bridge

Bardwick
Thorndike

at Stz 187 + &5

Thorndike

Palmer at Station
237 = 02

Thorndike
3W of Church St.

FPalmer

6 aerial power lines,-
1 vnderground wire

Type of ¢
Occupation

3 power. lines and
2 telephone wires

aerjal communication
line with appurtenance

aerial power line with
appurtenances

aerial communication
line with appurtenance

aerial power line with
appurtenances

8 inch underground
sewer line

12" underground water
line

18" sewer pipe

zerial power line wit}
appurtenances
vnderground power line

with appurtenances

power line with
acpurtenances, 4§ aeri:

gt T W e

water line
serial power lipe wit)
:@appurtenances

3 aerial power lines

with appurtsnances

TNV owWine
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, Dite of - Type of
Licensee Agreement Locetion Oecupatrion

(Z5) Town of Ware 11/23/40 Ware at ) 6" underground water
. e Gibbs Crossing . pipe

(26} Massachusetts Electric Co. 3/3/17 Ware 240 ft. 3 aerial power lines

N of P 11 with appurtenances

1€7) Town of Ware 12/2/35 Ware 300 ft. water line
4 W of RR Sta

<28} Massachusetts Electric Co. 12/1/26 Gilkbertville

asrial power line with
appurtenances ~ 4 powe)
lires :

at Bridge St.

{29) G. E. Gilbert Manufacturing 10/1/07 Hardwick underground sewer line
S side-Bridge St.

.22 Mzszachusetuts Elecitric Co. 1/1/15

Hardwick st
Hardwick goad

zzrial power line

{31) Town of Barre 11717712 : Barre near

Barre Sta

13" tile drain

{32) Massachusetts Electric Co. 12/1/753 Barre aerial power line with
T appurtenances
{23) Barre Wool Combing Ce., Lid. 1/8/60 Barre (.82

{1) 21" culvert pipe
miles N cf Sta ' .
South Barre aerial power line with
at Scuth Barre azppurtenances ‘

; | Sta | .‘

734} Massachusetts Electric Co. 4/25/795

Leiy

Milizury Secondarv Track 4136

Date of

é

Licensee

?\S reament

Location

Type of
Occupation

{1} New Englané Power (o, 11/ 26 Millbhury NE of power line
Millbury Avenue

{Z} new England Power Co. 871724 Millbury at Sta power line with
141 + 20 and appurtenances
141 + 85

{2} New England Power Co. 11/21/58 Millbury av Sta power line with
141 + 3G appurtenances

%) Massachusetts Eleciric Co. BSL/34 power lins wigh

appurtenances
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4}

.3)

(6}

7

(8]

-
Al
—

New England Telephone Co.
New England Telephone Co.
New Engiand Telephoné Co.
Brockton Edison Co.
Boston Gas Co.

Town of Hanover

brockton Gas Co.

Town of Hanover

Iast Bridgewater Secondary Track 4191

(1)

(2}

(3}

(4)

Licensee

Trhnomas Burba

Brockton Edison Co.

Brockton Edison Co.

[, T A R
2rochton EEison-Lo,- - -

TOGETHER with the right
Grantor ensures that the

*a convey such
Grantee is afforded by the conversion at least as

12/1/26 Weorth AbinZton,
at Monroe Street

11/10/28 Rockland § of
Howard Street

12/31/26 Reckland B of
Howard Street

6/5/59 Rorth Abington
Sta 125+55

1/4/66 Rockland ESta
126+40

8/19/38 West Hanover near
intersection of
Circuit 2né &
Hanover Sts.

5/14/28 wast Hanover
a2t Cireuit St

8/11/30 West Hanover
at Circuit 5t.

Date of

Agreement Location

5/6/63 E. Bridgewster
135 ££. sW of
Union Street

9/13/51 E. Bridgewater
at Matfield
River

12/1/48 E. Bridgewater
330.fr. sW
280 and Matfield
River

1731382 £. sridgewater ab

Sta 253+13

guy wires and ancho:
guy wires and ancho
guy wires and ancho

power line with
2ppurtenances

ungerground gas lin
in 3" steel sleeve

electric line
;

L

Wy
fu
0
-t
s
2
i

10" uvnderground wat
pipe

Type of
Occupation

wire line and
appurtenances

power line and
appurienances

power line and
appurtenances

s&rial power iine-
and appurtenances

easement o the occoupant provided the

great rights and protections as the Grantor presently enjoys under the existing
icense agresments. Grantor specifically reserves and retains all rentals, fees

and considerstions resulting from such atrszements,

P

i e e B = = =

oeeupancies, licenses and

R BIE m—

LASEMENT CORBVEVanges. Camd

s - H
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TITLE to the premises hereinabove described became vested in the
said Grantor on October 24, 1378, pursuant tc Consummation Order
NOo. 3708 of the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, in Proceedings for the Reorganization
of a Railroad, Cause No. 70-347.

THE PROVISIONS of a purchase and sale agreement dated April 29,
1982, between the parties hereto, to the extent not satisfied

at closing, shall survive the execution and delivery of this
deed. 7
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THE PENN CENTRAL CORPORATION

I, G. C. HOLPP, Senior Assistant Secretary of THE PEXN

. CENTRAL CORPORATION, HEREBY CERTIFY the document attached hereto
_ identified as Exhibit A to be a true and correct copy of Chief

i Executive Order No. 13 issued by the Chairman of the Board and
%' Chief Executive Officer of this Corporation, and that said
document has not been amended, modified or rescinded and
remains in full force and effect as of the date of this
certification.

o

WITHESS my hand and the corporate
seal of said THE PENN CENTRAL
CORPORATION at Philadelphia,
Pa, this 3rd day of May, 1982.
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Exhibit A BEIub0QPE31D

THE PENN CENTRAL CORPORAZTION

Chief Executive Order YNo. 13

Dated March 26, 1981

in the exercise of the powers granted by Resoclution
No. PRC B81~4 adopted by the Property Commitiee ©f the Beard
of Directors on March 26, 1981, and superseding Chief
Executive Order No. 3, I hereby delegate zuihority, with
respect to rail assets to: :

{a) Edward L. Claypole, Chief Szales

{b)

and Engineering Officer,

{1) to authorize, on behalf of <nhe Corporation,
sales of rail, other track material, signals,
bridges, rolling stock, marine eguipment .and
rail transportaticn corriders, or any interest
therein, in an amount not exceading $5¢,000
in any given case:

'

(2} to authorize, on beshalf of the Corporation,
leases of rail, other track material, signals,
bridges, rolling stock, marine eguipment and
rail transportation corridors, or any interest
therein, for a term not to 2xceed twelwve
months, wherein the monthly rental does not
exceed $500;

provided that authorizations under subsection {1}
above shall not in the aggregate exceed $2,5006,000
in any period between meetings oI ithe Property
Committee.

Any Vice Fresident, the Chief Sales and Engineering
Officer and the Director-Rail Corridor Sales and
Marketing to execute, on behalf of the Corporation,
any agreements, contracts, deeds, bills of sale, .
leases, licenses or other documentis necessary or
desirable to effectuate transactions authorized by
the Board of Directors, the Property Committee,
the Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive
Officer or authorized pursuant to paragraph (a)

above otherwise authorized;
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Edward L. Claypole, Chief Sales and Engineering
Officer is hereby directed to submit a report to the Chief
Executive Officer as to the transactions authorized under
paragraph {a) above and to prepare a report on such trans-—
actions for each meeting of the Property Committee for the
period from the prior report.

/’W@% |

RICHARD DICKER
Chairman of the Board ang
Chief Executive Officer

——
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THE PENN CENTRAIL CORPORATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1981

Ll . el ik s e e e i . e o . Y} T S ik . . 4 e i

RESOLVED that there is hereby created a Property Committee
of the Board of Directors, whose membership shall consist of
the directors ........ designated by the Board of Directars.

L RN

Subject to any provisions of law or of any agreement or
instrument to which the Corporatlon is a party, the Committee
shall have and exercise all of the powers and authority of. the
Board: of Directors concerning the sale, lease or other disposi-
tion, or the development of (1) the real estate, coal and rail
assets of the Corporatiofi. ....o....

All sales, leases, or disposition of assets or stock, =znd
all developments of assets, authorilzed oy the Commlttee as above
provided shall be the act of the Corporation and no further
approval or authorization of the Board of Directors shall be
requlired to effectuate any such sale, lease, disposition or
development. ..veuua. '

I, G. €. HOLPP, Senior Assistant Secretary of THE PENN CENTRAL

CORPORATION, HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing to be true and
correct excerpts from a resclution duly adopted by the
Board of Directors of said Corporation, on Friday, the 27th
day of February, 1981, and that sald resolution has not
been amended or rescinded and remains in full force and
effect.

WITNESS my hand and the coporate seal of
said THE PENN CENTRAL CORPORATION
at Philadelphia, PA, this 5~~-day
of ZAltrr -, 1954

K
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Diecember 23, 2003

Mr. Tom Tidman

Director, Natural Resources
Town of Acton

472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

RE: Propesed Bruce Freeman Memeorial Bicycle Path
Town of Acton

Dear Mr. Tidman:

{ am writing on behalf of the Exceutive Office of Transportation and Construction to confirm our
support for the Town's proposed development of the 4.6 mile segment of the Bruce Freeman
Memorial Bicycle Path, an aliernative transporiation facility, through the Town of Acton.

EOTC has been working cooperatively with the Massachusetts Highway Department, the
Deparment of Conservation and Recreation. municipal governments and funding agencies over
the past several years o forward the development of the Bicycle 'Paé_h through the cities and
1owns giong e Z2-mil p”ﬂ"ﬁtm of the Lowell Secondary owned by the (X« eaitn / EOTC.
T We hhve recent

¥ k&.-ﬁl;}t &\_,LZ i l\.,bi;‘x?\

3
and appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on the study during its development.

EQTC iooks forward 1o working with the Town of Acton, MHD, and various state and {ederal
agencies 10 deveiop d}){)ﬁ;ﬁ"}?ib documents for the development and operation of the Aclon
ion of the Bicvele Path end secure funding for its constroction.  We anis\,a;,at“ the

oot 1o reseive oulsia

ESh W

spes Teistng 1o the

CeRIT ET“‘ T

dim es

GFihe Tinel arafi Feasibinty Sz’aci.\f Teiated 1o thic project,

3

nan
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Mr. Tom Tidthan

scton, MA 01720

- Dear Mr. ?idman o

Friends of the Bruce: Ffeeman Trail
cloTom aneimun ‘

& Magnolia Drive:

Acton, MA 01720

W, Bmce?memaﬂRaaide org o
May 30, 2003

Nawral Resonrees Director SRR L T : .
Acton 'I’own Hall DR e -
472 Marh Strest

f the towns that it passes thron
..bﬁ gesobved. We are givin

ﬁgizw LS&‘; ai {h@ sﬁ%&aﬁ ““*f" 3 wnix: zneez_.
smphiel o buaid pusls Agton’s
cordiza fuure effons wi

,?
i
o : and other wownsEd




. paricipating in & il clearing), funderaising, participating in zn appropriate town forum
or commitiee. : ' . '

T that regard. the mude} used for the Aasabez Rwer Razl Traii (ARRT, Inc.y intni oues s,
inwhich an officiai multi-town commitiee works on the neghtiations with ’xfiasafiwhwa&
- MAPC, and other state m{i Federal organizations; wﬁﬂe ihe Hirends™ group {ﬁRRT
Tncl) mobilizes public s pport. ' We believe iay providea good model for
pmﬂ,cdms: with the B*‘uw Freemun-Ra gnd devoted onr ’Pxfiav meeting {Tm‘:sday

May 27, ’”—‘9 30 pm at Pedal Power in ) 10 I;*ns tﬁpi&

ti@ﬁRoms.As 3 2 v asthecrossing: o0
23 ‘ff:’I"-’ sﬁ@“w e

. Bruce:Freeman Raa ki ;emn—mde feas

. '431’13,&‘;’

Sincerely,

F r;emis caf ihﬁ Srm:e Freem;%’

e

.88LVCD§§1&§{}C e




Acton Stream Teams

6 Magnolia Drive
Acion, MA. 1720
June 2. 2003

Bir. Toom Tidman, Direcisr
Matural Resources i)ﬁpmmam
'imm of Aston

472 Main Strest

Acton, MA 01720

Dipar Wi, Tzdmam

- B Cm;'dmamraﬁhgﬁeﬁw Stream: Teams, Lam writing this Iefterin, mﬁzus;asﬂc support of the Rail Trail
ﬂ?mjeci proposed as the Acton periion of the Brute Freeman Bike Path, A5 pau-of this project, appropriate
desten and: mmmtm gre nesded fo provide maximu profection of Nashobs Brook and sarounding
resoirce sreas. Given that protection, the proposed trail, Which m{lels }ﬁasaeba Bmok, withbe
—f:ﬁmpa‘ibiemﬁx, and may enhance fhe Acton Stream Teams mitsion, gh public education fhe Acton
Stream Teams sesic 1o redute sourcss of pollution engd’ mmmm i Aﬂon '&vatmmys, md foraise
Awareness o ﬁi(.’- wﬂéhﬁs %ahsmatm rmﬁoﬂai eppmmes : ;

_ '_perszsmizeﬁ Fa mba’:brmekmn Stream Teams. The presence
e }353351 andmhm*ds, wasﬁrstmz{e{imimi

e -éﬁi‘}mré‘.t‘ feed Wuse rassi m::; uampw wation, ¥ %
avei aimg the rzxi trail ﬁ'{m Is’.::*: Heuse f’{md i i:ast &ciﬁn--ra AR Park i:xNarﬂh ﬂﬂoﬁ‘ 'Hhe
knges were cited a5 & pricrity

SR adiv



Acton Community Preservation Fund Project Application November 14, 2005
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT)

Figure 1: Map - Bruce Freeman Rail Trail in Acton
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