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Planning Board revisits
development’s permit

Panel considers
~construction
~truck traffic

. By Nick Pinto
Staff writer

ACTON — With residents of
the Brabrook Road neighbor-
hood up in arms over con-
struction traffic, the Planning

Roard this week revisited the

terms of the Ellsworth Village
development's special permit.

When the board first ap-
proved the Ellsworth Village
development last spring, it did
so on the condition that the de-
veloper minirize construction
traffic on Brabrook Road, a
guiet residential street with
many children, Whenever pos-
sible, construction traffic was
{o use an emergency access
road that leads to the con-
struction site from Great Road.

But those in the neighbor-
hood say that construction
crews have been using
Brabrook Road heavily, and res-
jdents have complained to the
police and the Acton Building
Department.

On Oct. 13, Acton Building
Commissioner Gary Rhodes
wrote a cease-and-desist order
to the developers, Ellsworth
Village LLC, citing dump-truck
traffic he observed on Brabrook
Road.

Jarnes Fenton, one of the de-
velopers, explained to the Plan-
ning Board at their Nov. 8 meet-
ing that the steep grade and un-
even surface of the access road
from Great Road put too much
strain on the frames of large
trucks.

“Wherever we can, we're us
ing the access road,” Fenton
said. “For some of the trucks
it's just not possible.”

Planning Board members
stressed the importance of in-
imizing construction traffic on
Brabrook Road, as required by
the special permit, but con-

coded that some [rucks may

not be able to use the alternate
access road. Board member
Gary Sullivan noted that it will
become harder for trucks te
use the access road as winter
approaches. .
Fenton said maintaining
good relations with neighbor-
hood residents has heena fulk-
time job. -
“We've been going crazy &y~
ing to work with people in the
neighborhood,” Fenton said.
“We've been building in Ac-
ton a long time, and we haverit
had a problem with this kind
of stuff.” . )
'As the meeting concluded;
Town Planner Roland Bartl had
one light-hearted question for
Fenton. ) s
“your trucks aren’t getting
the fill from Devens, did you?”
Bart] asked, referring to live
munitions found in construc-
tion fill from Fort Devens used
on another Acton site last
week. Fenton assured Bartl
they were not. -
Nick Pinio can be reached
i (878 271-5743 or oi
Apinie@CRC Com

T

P L



