Pace Picks Up on
JOURNEY 10 2030 Public
Involvement Activities

Public outreach
for JOURNEY
T 2030, the
Boston Region
MPO’s long-
range rransporration plan, went into full
swing in January, and even more opportu-
nities for public input are planned for
February.

On January 10, as part of the MPO's
“Invite Us Over” program, MPO staff met
with the Medical, Academic, and Scien-
tific Community Organization (MASCQO)
ro discuss JOURNEY 1o 2030. MASCO
staff provided information about trans-
portation needs in the Longwood Medical
Area, which is the second-largest employ-
ment center in the Boston region. They
also identified several rransportation proj-
ects that they thought would provide
benefits to the area. Some suggestions
were: full-time commuter rail service to
Yawkey Station and Ruggles Station, a
transit tunnel to connect these stations,

and roadway improvements in the Urban
Ring corridor, including the Sears Rotary.

Nearly 50 people attended the nexe
event, the second in a series of JOUR-
NEY 10 2030 open houses, which was
held on January 17. Attendees heard pre-
sentations from MBTA and MPO staff on

programs thar address sysiem preservarion

Federal Highway Funds
Less than Expected

Due to less-than-anticipated federal high-
way funds in fiscal vear (FY) 2006, in
February the Bosron Region MPO will

FEBRUARY 2006

The Boston Region MPO
Municipal-Official Seminars and Forums

Municipal officials who would like to learn about how the MPO will develop its fis-
cal year (FY} 2007 Unified Planning Work Program and its FYs 2007-2011 Trans-
portation Improvement Program are invited to attend any of the serinars listed
below. Municipal officials are also invited to participate in the JOURNEY 10 2030
forums, which will take place following the seminars.

OTHER JOURNEY TO 2030 FORUMS

The Boston Region MPO will host forumss for specific-interest groups and individuals
with an interest in specific transportation topics. You and your organization are
invited to participate in a session in your area. RSVP by contacting Jared Fijalkowski
of the Boston Region MPO staff at {617) 973-7092 or jfijalkowski® bostonmpo.org.
The details for these events are as follows:

SouTh oF BosToN
Wednesday, February 22
Weymouth Town Hall
75 Middle Streef, Weymouth

Inner CORE
Thursday, February 23
State Transportation Byilding
Conference Rooms 2 and 3
10 Park Plaza, Boston

NORTH OF BOSTON
Monday, February 27
Salem Town Hall Annex
120 Washington Street, Salem

WEST OF BOSTON
Tuesday, February 28
Framingham Town Hall
150 Concord Street, Framingham

Events Screputr (for all locations)
Municipal
Seminars  9:00 AMm~10:00 am.
Municipal
Forums 10:00 Am.~11:30 A,
Other
Forums 1:30 p.m~3:30 pom.

See inside for
special insert.
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W Public Qutreach for Plan cont. from p. |
mented on the policy topics to be
included in the Plan. The Open House
concluded with an invitation to submis
stdy ideas for the MPOYs 2007 Unified

Planning Work Program.

{617) 973-7092 or jfijalkowski@
bostonmpo.org)

* The MPO’s Web site, www.boston
mpo.org {click on the JOURNEY 10

2530 bumon)

MPO Agency Notes

From the MBTA

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority took another step last month
in its transition to an automated fare-col-
iection system by replacing its monthly
passes with the CharlieTicket. The tran-
sition, which began with the introduc-
rion of the CharlieTicket on the Silver
l.ine in February 2003, will continue
throughout 2006. The new fare-collec-
tion equipment is expected to be fully up
and running systemwide in 2007, at
which point tokens will be completely
eliminated and the CharlieCard, a per-
manent, “contactless” smart card, will be
introduced.

The MBTA opened a new, 142-space
expansion parking lot at the Westbor-
ough commuter rail station, bringing the
roral number of parking spaces at that
station to 443. The new $500,000 lot,
which provides overflow parking next to
the original lot and platforms, was
already filled to 50 percent capacity by
mid-January.

Capacity on the MBTA commuster rail
service from South Station has increased
with the deployment of 19 new bilevel
coaches in December; 14 more coaches
are expected to be in service by March.

Speeds on a number of MBTA Green
Line segments have substantially
increased (from 6 miles per hout to 25,
for exampie, on the D branch berween
Beaconsfield and Reservoir) due to
recent track work, tie repair, and the cre-
arion of platforms. Green Line service is
expected to continue to improve
throughout 2006 as 85 additional Breda

cars are phased into operation.
From MassHighway
Massiighway officials will be able 10 get

the jump on road-clearing effores this




SUBREGION MEETINGS
WITH MPO PRESENTATIONS

The Boston Region MPO is on the
agenda to discuss the latest develop-
ments ont JOURNEY 10 2030 and rhe
Transportation improvement Program
at the February meetings of the Merro-
politan Area Planning Council
{MAPC) subregional groups. The
meeting schedule is as follows:
Wednesday, February 1
Inner Core
MAPC, 5th Floor
60 Tempie Street, Boston

9:30 A,

Wednesday, February 8
North Suburban Planning
Council

Winchester Town Hall
71 Mount Vernon Street
Winchester

8:30 a.m.

Thursday, February 9
North Shore Task Force
Peabody Institute Library
15 Syivan Street, Danvers

MetroWest Growth
Management Committee
Transportation Task Force
MetroWest Growth Management
Committee Offices, Suite 205
20 Main Street, Natick

Thursday, February 16
Southwest Advisory
Planring Committee (SWAP)

Mmiltis Town Hall, Room 229
900 Main Street, Millis

8:30 am.

2:30 e,

3:.00 P

South Shore Coalition
Hingham Town Hali
210 Central Street, Hingham

7:00 2.8,

Thursday, February 23
Joint meeting of the
MetroWest Growth
Management Committee and
the Minuteman Advisory Group
on Intertocal Coordination (MAGIO)
Fairbank Community Center
4% Fairbank Road, Sudbury

6:30 pom.

Qgte. Hme, and location pending

Three Rivers Interiocal Cound

A Smart-Growth Update

New Smart-Growth Publication
Auvailable

Smart-growth advaocates have two new
publications available to them to further
inform their discussions and plans for
the future.

In December the Massachusetts Smart
Growth Alliance, a coalition of seven
housing, environment, development,
and equity groups, released its report
Shared Destnies: A Smart Growth Agenda
for Massachusetts. To download a copy,
visit www.ma-smart growth.org and
click on "News,” or contact the
Alliance Director, Kristina Egan, ar
{€17) 263-1257 for a print copy.

In January the Office for Common-
wealth Development introduced the
newsletter, Smart Growth Newsline, a
publication that is intended to provide
the latest information on planning and
development in Massachusetts and
around the nation. The newsletter may
be downloaded from www.massgov/ocd.

Upcoming Conferences

Registration is open for three smart-

growth-related conferences to be held in

March.

¢ The conference Zoning for Affordable
Housing: Inclusionary Zoning and
Beyond will be held in Lexington on
March 3. This all-day session will pro-
vide an opportunity to hear from
land-use experts about zoning tools

and techniques available to increase

housing options. The fee for the ses-
sion is $65.00 and lunch will be pro-
vided. For more information, contact
Gercide Luc of the Massachusetts
Housing Partnership at (617) 330-
9944, ext. 292, or by e-mail at
glhue@mhp.net.

The Massachusetts Land Trust Coali-
tion will hold its annual conference,
Conserving Land and Community, on
Saturday, March 11, at the Bancroft
School in Worcester. The conference
will include workshops and discus-
sions on land mansgement, forest
conservation, and challenges o
urrban land protection. The cost is
$35.00 per person. For more informa-
tion, contact the Trustees of Reserva-
tions/PCl at (978) 840-4446, ext.
1900, or visit www.thetrustees.org/
PutnamConservationtnstitute.cfm.

On Saturday, March 18, the Citizen
Planner Training Collaborative will
hold its fifth annual conference,
Advanced Tools and Technigues for
Planning and Zoning, at Holy Cross
College in Worceseer. The conference
will include sessions on topics such as
the new smart-growth tool kit, multi-
town planning, Chapter 40R, and
MassHighway's new design manual.
The cost is $530.0C per person. For
more information, contact Diana
Krauth at (413) 545-2188 or visit the
Citizen Planner Training Collabora-
tive's Web site at www.umass.edu/f
masscpte.

B Funding Allocations cont. from p. |

ment, the Judiciary, the District of
Columbia, and Independent Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2006. The appropri-
ations act forms the basis of the fiscal
constraint on developing the MPCs TP,

1 -
{;SE}E’ZQES TABSCH & BUDSQUUENT IesCission

funding for projects in the TIP by
amendment in order to remain within
financial constraint. Municipal offictals
have been notified of the need for the
amendment, which will be posted on the

MPO's Web site, www bostonmpo.org.




Transporiation Plen of the
Boston Region Metropolitan
Planning Organization

ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE

The MPO’s regional equity policy is
rooted in its definition of environ-
mental justice: :

- Environmental justice requires the
“MPO to examine the allocation of
benefits and burdens, historically,
currently, and planned in the future;
to ensure that minority and low-

Regional Equity

Communities of Concern
Air Quality
“Share Your Ideas

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE REGIONAL
EQUITY ISSUES IN THE BOSTON REGION
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM?

The regional equity process is an effort by the MPO 1o ensure the equirable distribu-
tion of rransportation benefits and burdens in the Boston region, with a particular
focus on the needs of low-income and minority populations.

Common concerns expressed during previous ourreach efforts include:

* Mobility dependence -~ Many residents do not have automobiles and are dependent
on transit, carpools, vanpools, or taxis.

¢ Language and cultural diversity — For many residents, English is a second language
in which they are not fluent. This presents difficulties for them in using the English-
based transportation system.

¢ Poor air quality — High traffic volumes {including trucks and buses) passing through
communities add air pollution, as does congestion. Some communities report a
higher-than-average asthma rate.

* Gentrification — Several communities believe that transportation improvements will
result in housing-cost increases that may displace current residents.

* Proximity of major construction to neighborhoods — Construction of transperta-
tion facilities often involves temporary bur significant burdens on communities,

Common needs include:

¢ Service improvements for existing transit system — Improvements can be made to
various aspects of the system, including stations, provision of schedule and arrival
information, adherence to schedules, provision of shelters, overcrowding, and fre-
quency of service. Schedules do not always meer the needs of shift workers for ate-
night, early-morning, and weekend service.

* Transportation to decentralized destinations ~ The system may not meet all of the
destination needs of residents. Access to some destinations {in neighboring commu-
nities, along highways, in industrial parks, or where a trip to the central core and a
transfer to a radial line are required) can be extremely time consuming. Suburban
jobs are often accessible only by highway.

* Reduction of through traffic — Heavy through traffic on a roadway can form a bar-
rier dividing the community, create visual impaces, and contribute to air pellution.
Based on these needs and conzems, several indicarors of benefits and burdens were

developed by the MPO 1o analyze potential arics for the Transportation
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HOW DOES THE MPO PROVIDE FOR REGIONAL EQUITY IN THE
BOSTON REGION TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM?

The regional equity process builds on previous environmental justice outreach and analysis and consultation with representatives of
low-income and minority communities. As first steps in the process, the MPO developed its definition of environmental justice and
began evaluating neighborhoods’ mobility and their transportation burdens using performance measures. Later, the MPO identified
17 "communities of concern” (see below) and evaluated access and mobility for those communities. Most recently, the MPO has
continued its outreach to organizations serving communities of concern in the region and has participated in regional forums. It is
working to ensure that environmental justice is incorperated into all of its transportation-planning efforts.

COMMUNITIES OF CONCERN

Communities of concern are specific neighborhoods within the Boston Region MPO area for which the MPO performs special out-
reach and analysis. The MPO has identified 17 communities of concern based on household income and minority population. They
are shown in the map below.
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WHY IS AIR QUALITY AN IMPORTANT
PART OF MPO PLANNING?

Transportation infrastructure investment infiuences emissions of air pollution, primar-
ily by affecting the number of vehicle-miles traveled in the region. Nationwide, vehi-
cle sources are responsible for about 75 percent of carbon monoxide potlution and at
least half of emitted ozone precursors. Long-term exposure te high levels of air pollu-
tion can affect the natural and built environments, as well as harm health by damag-
ing the immune, neurological, reproductive, and respiratory systems.

In response to public health concerns, the federal government has developed air qual-
ity standards for specific air pollutants. The 1990 Clean Air Act requires MPOs to per-
form an air quality conformity determination for any pollutant for which the region
has not atrained the standard (or has only recently attained it).

HOW IS AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY
DETERMINED?

To determine conformity, the MPO must show that the changes in emissions expected
to result from implementation of its Transportation Plan will not exceed the mobile-
source emission “budget” that has been set by the Massachusetts Depariment of Envi-
ronmental Protection.

Te do this, the MPO forecasts travel behavior and associated emissions using its
regional transportation model. Currently, the MPO is required to demonstrate con-
formity for twe ozone precursors—nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds-—
and for carbon monoxide {for which the region has recently attained tche standard).

In addition, the MPQO must confirm that all appropriate transportation projects and
programs outlined in the Commonwealth’s air quality plan are included in the region’s
Transportation Plan and show they will be implemented in a timely manner.

OZONE

Currently, eastern Massachusetts is not in attainment of federal ozone stan-
dards. Unlike many other pollutants, ozone is not directly emitted from a
specific source. it is formed when

volatile organic compounds (VOC) and

oxides of nitrogen (NOx) chemically

react in the presence of sunlight and

warin temperatures. Therefore, ozone is

considered a summer pollutant and is

monitored during the months of April

through {)cicbe;’. Both VOC and NOx

AR POLLUTANTS, AIR TOXICS,
AND GREENHOUSE GASES

Air pollutants

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has set national air qual-
ity standards for six commeon pollutants:

Carbon monoxide {CO) is a colorless,
odorless gas that reduces oxygen delivery
to the body. As much as 95 percent of
the CO in a typical LL.S. city comes from
mobile scurces.

Ozone is not directly emitted from a spe-
cific source: it forms when volatile
organic compounds chemically reacr with
nitrogen oxides in the presence of sun-
light and warm temperatures.

Mobile sources are responsible for more
than half of nitrogen oxide {NOx) emis-
sions.

Particulate matter consists of very tiny
solid or liquid particles. Diesel-powered
engines contribute more than half the
mobile-source particulate emissions.

Ower 65 percent of the sulfur dioxide
(SO,) released to the air comes from
electric utilities. Other sources include
perroleum refineries and cement facto-
ries.

Levels of lead in the air have decreased
dramatically since 1978, due to the
phase-out of leaded pasoline.

Air toxics

EPA has identified 185 ar oxics, which
are known or suspected to cause cancer
or other serious heaith effects, or certain
adverse environmental effects. The air
toxics include benzene {found in gaso-
line), formaldehyde, dioxin, asbestos, and
heavy merals.

Creenhouse gases




WHAT DO You THINK?

How can the MPO measure the equity of potential transportation projects!?

What activities should the MPO promote in order to help improve the air quality of the region?

Keer Ur-10-DATE

] YES! I would like to receive additional information about events, documents, or meetings related to
the Transportation Plan. (Please provide contact information below.)

[} YES! I am interested in inviting the MPO to learn about my organization’s transportation needs and
views. (Please provide contact information below.)

Name

Address

City State Zip code

(Please provide your e-mail address if you would prefer to receive information electronically.)

E-mail address
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B Agency Notes cont. from p. 2

From MassPike

The January 13 opening of the Albany
Street off-ramp from Interstate 93 south-
bound, while not as dramatic as other
milestones in the Central Artery/Tunnel
project’s 14-vear construction history, is
significant because it marked the point
where all of the project’s runnels and
bridges, as well as their connections and
ramps to surface roads, were open o gen-
eral traffic.

Finish work on the project will be com-
pleted in the upcoming months, while
Sy 1o present its Prdm:zmary 2006 T L X .
Plan. The series will continué in February, 2" ] the restoration of surface roads and the
i i : construction of parks will continue into

mid-2007.
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