
From: RobertCraig
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2006 12:44 PM
To: John Murray
Cc: Don Johnson
Subject: AFD CO Press Release Draft 3-10-06 rev KML
Importance: High

John; As a follow-up to our conversation this morning, I would like to forward a copy of a press
release that we will put in the paper relative to carbon monoxide detector requirements required
in residences as of March 31,2006. In addition to the attachment I would request authorization to
raise our inspection fees for residential smoke detectors, which will be inspected together with
carbon monoxide detectors. These inspections are required upon sale or transfer of the
property. This requestthenwould be to raise the fee for asmokedetector/carbon monoxide
detector (MGL Chapter 148, Section 26F and 26F1/2. The fee requested would be set at the
maximum fee allowed for these inspections ($50 for a single family home and multi-family up to
$500 dependent on the number of units). The current single family home fee for smoke detector
inspections is $25.00
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John Murray

From: Kevin Lyons

Sent: Friday, March 10, 2006 2:28 PM

To: John Murray

Subject: Carbon Monoxide Inspection Fees

Fire departments are currently required to inspect smoke alarms when one-five unit homes are being sold and transferred.
Starting March 31, 2006 (or January 1, 2007 where hard-wired are required) fire departments will be required to inspect all
residences upon sale and transfer for carbon monoxide detectors. Maximum fees for separate or joint inspecting of CO alarms
and smoke detectors are $50.00 for single-family homes or units (i.e. condo), $100.00 for 2-family dwellings, $150.00 for 3-6
unit dwellings and $500.00 for 6 or more unit buildings.

3/10/2006
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March 10, 2006

StateFire Marshal Coan & ChiefRobert C. Craig, Announce Requirementsfor

ResidentialCarbon Monoxide Alarms

StateFireMarshalStephenD. CoanandChiefRobertC. Craigwishto informhomeo~iersthat asofMarch31,2006,carbon
monoxidealarmswill berequiredin all residenceswithpotentialsourcesofcarbonmonoxide.Thevastmajorityof homeswill notbe
requiredto installhard-wiredsystemsalthough,wherehard-wiredsystemsarerequiredby regulation,thedeadlineis January1,2007.
TheBoardof Fire PreventionRegulations(BFPR)recentlypassedemergencyregulationsto implementthe lawknownas“Nicole’s
Law”.

StateFire MarshalStephenD. Coansaid,“Eachyearweseethe devastatingeffectsof carbonmonoxide
poisoning. Many oftheseincidentsareavoidablewith earlydetectionandwarning asprovidedthroughthis
newlaw.”

ChiefCraigsaid,“The fire serviceurgedpassageofthis legislationandtheActon Fire Departmentstandsreadytoeducateandassist
homeownersmeetthenewrequirementforcarbonmonoxidealarms.Pleasecallusat978-264-9645.

Coanadded,“Consumersshouldworkwith their local fire departmentsto educatethemselvescarefully, becausenoteveryCO alarm
on theshelfatthelocal hardwarestorewill bringyourhomeinto compliancewith theseregulations.”

ConsumerInformation
TheDepartmentof FireServicesis distributingA Consumer’sGuide toRequirementsfor ResidentialCarbonMonoxideAlarms.This
guideandinformationabouttheregulationscanbe obtainedfrom local fire departmentsandon theDFSwebsiteat

w~w.~ass.ov dfs osfm ubed firesafet to ics carbon monoxide safet ~litm.

TheU.S.ConsumerProductSafetyCommissionalsohasinformationin bothEnglishandSpanishoncommonsourcesof carbon
monoxidein thehomeandrecognizingthesymptomsofCO poisoningin apamphletcalledTheInvisibleKiller at:
~f.



GeneralRequirements
Formostresidentialbuildings with fossil fuelburningequipmentor enclosedparkingareas,thenewregulationsrequirecarbon
monoxidealarmson everylevel of thehomeor dwelling unit includinghabitableportionsofbasementsandattics.On levelswith
sleepingareasthealarmsmustbeplacedwithin tenfeetofthebedroomdoors.Theregulationsallow thefollowingoptionsforCO
alarms:

• Batteryoperatedwith batterymonitoring;or
• Plug-inswith batteryback-up;or
• Hard-wiredwith batterybackup;or
• Low voltagesystem;or
• Wireless,or
• Qualifiedcombinationsmokeandcarbonmonoxidealarm.

AcceptableCombination Alarms
Acceptablecombinationsmokeandcarbonmonoxidealarmsmusthavesimulatedvoiceandtone alarmsthat clearlydistinguish
betweenthetwo typesof emergencies.TheStateBuilding Codemandatesthatonlyphotoelectricsmokealarmsarepermittedwithin
twenty feetof a bathroomorkitchen.Consumersare urgedto checkwith the local fire departmenton whethera specific alarmmeets
thecoderequirements.

Alternative Compliance Option
Ownersof largerbuildingswith centralizedorminimal sourcesof carbonmonoxidemaywishtoconsiderthe altemativecompliance
optioncontainedin theregulation.

Enforcement
Fire departmentsarecurrentlyrequiredto inspectsmokealarmswhenhomesarebeingsoldandtransferred.StartingMarch31,2006
(or January1, 2007wherehard-wiredalarmsarerequired)fire departmentswill nowinspectall residencesuponsaleandtransferfor
carbonmonoxidealarms.


