
/zcA

A question has been put on the November baflot that wifi significantly change
the way alcohol is sold in Massachusetts. The Wine In Food Stores ballot measure
will dramatically increase minor’s access to alcohol while providing no additional
resources for increased law inforcement.

The truth about Question 1:
• It more than doubles the number of licenses to sell alcohol,

allowing 2,879 new licenses to sell wine.

• The majority of these new licenses will go to ~~enience
stores, drug stores and even some gas stations. Only about
one-third will go to supermarkets

These stores ~ fifteen and sixteen year olds who will now have
easy access to alcohof~i~be respon~Tblefor policing their classmates

• Will lead to increases in drunk driving, underage_drinking and violent cilme.

Vote N0
ON1 r
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Peabody ~

Liquor store ownerspanwine salesin supermarkets
BYAiJ~NBvnxr

S’rApr WIUTEI1.

PEAHODY— PeterKessellifted
asupermarketshoppingbagand
askedPeabodypolice Lt. Marty
Cohen,‘111 wasa19 year-oldleav-
ing a packagestorewould you
havethe(legal) authorityto stop
meandsearchme?”

“Yes,” Cohansaid.
Kesselquickly changedthe

venue.“At agrocerystore?Would
youhavethesameauthority?”

“No,” Cohanglancedto thebag.

soldatsupennarkets.Norepresen-
tativeof thecampaignto allow It
waspresent,althoughhoardruem-
herspromisedtheywouldhe invit-
ed to givetheirside4t alaterdate,

“We should,in all fairness,get
the otherside,”ChairmanMines
Ualtossaid.

Thenewlaw would virtually
doublethenumberof winelicens-
es available,Kesselsaid,with an
additional 14 in Peabodyalone.
“And 85 in theimmediatearea.

getalcohol”
In asupermarket,hewarned,

employeesareoftenyoungandin-
experienced.Moreover,they don’t
havethesameincentiveto prevent
underagedrinkingasaliquorstore
owner.If thestoreviolatesthelaw,
they’ll merelybeforcedto stopsell-
ingalcohol for aperiodof time.

“If we getdoseddown, it’s dev-
astating,”said SeanDonovan,
owner of BungholeLiquors of
PeabodyandSalem.Nothingis
sold for thatpenod.

“I’hey’re sayingthis is couve-

nient,” Icesselsaid.“1 keephearing
convenience.if it’s so convenient.
why do weneedalicense?Why
not. have’it thesameaswateror
Pepsicola?”But theJawrecognizes
aricedto controlalcohol,lie said.

“It wasnevermeantto beconve-
nient..”

Grantingthelicensewould be
up to local hoards,Kesselsaid.
“But theseguyshavealot of mon-
ey. rflley canappeal.”

While thecurrentlawgrantsli-
censesto Massachusettsresidents
only, lie said, the newmeasure

wouldn’t evenrequireAmerican
citizenship,openingthewayfor
companieslike European-ownel
Stop& Shop.

For hispart,Dakosseemedcon.
vinced. “This Is definit;elynot.in
thebestinterestof (lie city,” he
said.“1 don’t seeanygoodcoming
out of it..”

Stressingthat,it washis personal
opinion—andnotthedepartment’s
— Cohenpointedout that; it’s ci-
real))’ tooeasyfor peopleto dflfllc

“1)0 they wantth’ive-tliroughs?”

-“You couldbe carryinganything.”
Kessel,apackagestoreowner

from Rehobet.handvicepresident
of the MassachusettsPackage
StoreAssociation,nodded,hoptog
he’dmadehis point— thatallow-
ing supermerket.sto sell wine
wouldmaimit easierfor minorsto
gettheirhandson it.

Along with asmall groupof
packagestoreowners,[(easelap-
pearedbefore(lieLicensingBoard
last.night to argueagainst,arefer-
endumquestionon theNovember Right now,you don’t havet.n go,
ballotthatwould allowwine to be veryfar onewayor theotherto lie asked.



TOWN OF SEEKONK

INTERiM TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
IPAUL E. LEMONT, ESQ.

August28, 2006

SurroundingLocal LicensingAuthorities:

At a meetingoftheBoard of Selectmenfor theTown of Seekonkon Wednesday,August
23,2006,it wasunanimouslyvotedto recoinniendrejectionof theWine in ‘Food Stores
ballotmeasure(Question1) on the Novemberballot, and to notify nearbycommunitiesof
thevoteas well as to askyou to takesimilar action.Thevotefollowed apresentationby a
numberoflocal businesseswho voicedtheir concernsoverthe unfavorableimpactsthat
would occurif this matterpasses.

If youhaveany questionsor comments,do not hesitateto contactme.

~v~t’~v.seekonL-ma.go~
100 Peck Strect, Seekonk, Massachusetts 02771

Town Hall W08) 336-7400 —Fax (303) 336-3137

cc: Boardof Selectmen
Chris Gasban’o
JohnBrady
Jim Moehier
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Seekonk selectmencomeout againstsupermarket wine sales
ByDOHHAKENNYKIRWAU licenseto an individual estab- population of 13,000. He their dinner. “They’re not

For TheTimes lishment. addedthat it is “inappropri- thinking aboutthe 17-year-old
In Seekonks case, the ate” for grocery stores‘to do kid who can get his handson

SEEKONK— Concerned Board of Selectmennot only this type of end-run” and it,” he said.
that a conveniencefor shop- wants to be on record as urged the board to defeatthe Selectman Chairmen
pers could ‘ turn into a opposedto theproposal,but proposal. Michael Brady,who is apolice
headachefor public safetyoffi”. also wantssurroundingmunic- .Jim Mohler, the owner of lieutenantin Rehoboth,spoke
cials,,the:Boardof Selectmen ipahtiesto join in theeffort to Landry Liquors, maintained of the difficulty policeofficers
Vot~d~iiesd~tó~oppo~eal.~defeatQuestion 1,~T.he boátd that with thewordrn~of the new cannedwine products would have in checkingfor
~oveffiberballot 4uestiohthat ~qnannnou~1yvotedto ~enchi~t proposalthenewlicensee~a~They could~thenjust~ass the suspectedunderagedrinkers

1wouldaall~vMtibtith~e~lei~6’fttlters to~ne1~hbQrmgcities afld sification couldapp~,notjust carton throughascannerat a emergingfrom grocery oi
win ingglbueytoi ~iañd tç~townsaskingthepntocozisidei- to grocery storesbut to any r’ seircheekout thesaid retail storesHe also said that
oer~taihcl~ui~tletsql ~~ul~l ~ji’the ~ type of businessthatsells food Kesselalso afguedthat in his line of work he haswit
i1M~inilikinit~githat tttwou1d~i,r4heproposal 1 1’ ~ — including gasstatiottsand ,wineis acontrolledsubstance nessedthe tragic conse
ijrdase~1contnttl~ioiwen ~, orA.t Wednesday~sSeleCtinen cottveniencestoreslHe a1~c~that should be carefully~n~omquencesthat can resultfrom
~ 54tneeting1~se~yeralhquor~stOreisaid that while the current tored~It is not he said some underagedrinking andstated
tdh!~ea~dacofifi~hti~toAoWfletSrafldin4ustry~repre~x~proposalonly ,involveswine thing that shlluld be made I can tin good conscienCe
ti~lt~yinkt~alr~ioninf b~iird~t’yi,~itativesairedtheir cdn~enns the,beerhidustrywill soon too normalbyputting it next supportthis
~ tp~opos~l’~iand~efutgeton thebandwagon to thepotnflakes SelectmanJohn Whelan
~e~b~tt’3~pto hetba~Miofd~edclahns$hathavet~een’madef n~Moltleralso poizaled 0Ut~1‘~~ 1Dana.Geebe a longtime who pusthe discussionon the
tize &~�If7ni~teieiectioI~s~tiiai~s~by~tsprojlbn,ents~ that an expansionitt thenuin tresidentwho 11 also~anattor agenda said he is adamantly
~1q~~shii~ on~ijhe~bal1ott John~i~ady~ithelownesipfi berof storesthat sellt1,’ine will t~neyiexpressedconcern,that opposed to the1proposal He
~ drghed~tliat.,make It easierfor underage ~the ballot questionwill pass notedthat wine ‘is a con
~ presetttanthnber~ofiaic~ahOlisn~teensto obtain it If we let dueto~votersliking thecon trolled substanceand we
~ ç hilesij~ôensesisi~’piOx.e~ttl~ant1itlnsigd into law wereall infop ivenienceofbeing ableto buy
ded~e~i~hetheratb~i~sli.e~qt~antpt~‘tq scryethe~tot~ns a~r~ideawakeningai far as~iabottle of wine to go with

‘safetygoes,”he stated.
PeterKessel,vice president

of the MassachusettsPackage
StoreAssociation,demonstrat-
ed how easyit would be for
teensto switchthe contentsof
a sodacartonwith that of a
bottle of wine or one of the

could potentially lose coniro
if this passes.”

SelectmanDavid\‘jera am
exp.ressedconcernaboutth
matter,and wonderedhow th
grocery storesandother larg
retailerswould ensurethe
only clerks of a legal ag
would handlethewine sales,
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ay State to consider
~I1ingwine in grocery,
rnvenierice stores
loublestheplaceswherewe would haveto seek

reira. “Obviously, them elacesyou have,the
atertheburden.”

BY C. EUGENE EMERY JR.
JOURNAl. S’rAFI’ WRITER

DMERSET —. Ba’,’ Stateresidentswill be askedin November
ateon a measurethatcould give grocerystores,convenience
esandevengasstationsthechanceto sellwine.
ropon8ntssayapprovalwould be a boon to consumers,who
find it easiei-lopickup theirfavoritewine. It would ultimately
ip to eachcity ortownto actuallylicenseindividual stores,
ut opponents,ledby local liquorestablishments,arewarning
thechangewould likely increaseteenageaccessto alcohol,

ke it far moredifficult to enforceliquor laws,and be thefirst
towarddoubling thenumberof storesthatcanalsosell beer

I hardliquor.
‘wo areapackagestoreownersand theexecutivedirectorof
MassachusettsPackageStoresAssociationshowedup at last

:ht’s,Board of Selectmen’smeetingto warn officials about
estion1,predictingthatit would bethesubjectof a hugemedia
npaignto getit ratified.
f it’s passed,saidChristopherGasbarro,who ownsstoresin
ekonkandSwansea“we will literally havealcoholavailableon
ny streetcorner.”
theballot questionwouldallow eachcity andtown to issueat

SEEWINE, D8

Wine
ContinuedfromPageDi

least five such licenses,with an
additional licensefor every5,000
residents.

Basedon their populations,the
number of grocery or conve-

ft niencestoressellingliquorwould
be ashigh as 8 in Swanseaand
Somerset(which currentlyhas9
package stores), 7 in Seekonk
andRehoboth,6 in Dighton,23 in
Fall River, 13 in Artleboro and 10
in NorthAttleboro.

“We’re looking at more than
doubling thenumberof licenses
out there,” saidFrank Anzalotti,
the package store association
official,

It didn’t takemuchof a sales
pitch to make some Somerset
officialswaryofthereferendum.

“1 think oncewe lose control
~ e~av~manvpiac~s

~‘ whereit’s available it’s noIon ~r
~ Convenience,it’s a nuisance”
~ec~oman Eleanor
Gagnon.

“It doublestheplaceswherewe
would have to seek enforce-
ment,” said Police Chief Joseph
Ferreira. “Obviously, the more
placesyou have,thegreaterthe
burden.”

The ballot question provides
for no additional resources to
help the policekeeptabs on the
additional liquor establishments
in town.

Scott Smith of Indian Springs
Liquors, 3055 County St., said
studies have repeatedly shown
that when grocery and conve-
niencestoresareallowed to sell
liquor, it becomeseasierfor those
under21 to gettheir handsonit.

Such stores,for example,rou-
tinelyhireworkersunder18, who
would beundertremendouspeer
pressureto sell to their friends,he
contended.

Anzalotti said in arecentstudy
donein Hawaii, 15 percentof the

package stores were found to
havesold to minors.The ratewas
22 percentfor grocerystoresand
o whopping53 percentfor conve-
niencestores.

Smith predictedthat approval
of Question1 would be aboon to
liquor advertisershopingto mar-
kettheir brandsto youngsters.

“You’ll be subjecting young
children to this type of potential
display advertising next to the
candyor the soda,Thereare no
rules and regulationson it,” he
said.

Proponents‘will stressconve-
nience. But weigh all the public
safetyandcost factors into what
thatconveniencewill be,” hesaid.

Adding to the reluctanceof a
grocery’ or conveniencestore.to
enforcetheliquor lawsis thefact
that such businessesrisk less if
theysellto children.

If a local packagestoreis disci-
plinedfor an underagesale,Gas-
ban-osaid,thecost to that busi-
nesscan be crippling. But for a
convenience or grocery storn,
many of which are owned by
huge chains, the only conse-
quencewill probably be closing
off oneaislefor awhile,

“Don’t think we’re safe with
kids because c’s only wine,”
warned An.zalotti. “If it’s there
andaccessible,they’ll drinkit.”

And althoughthe ballot ques-
tion only talks aboutsellingwine,
“you canbankon thefact thatthe
majorbrewerswill becomingout
next and declaringfoul” so beer
canbesold thesameway, hesaid.

Gasbarro said some grocery’
storieshavetriedto addresssome
of thecriticisms by promising to
havejust onecheckoutline dedi-
catedto liquorsales.

But the latesttrick someteens
are using, said Gasbarro, is to
remove sodacansfrom a case,
substitute beer, and then take
their purchasethroughtheauto-
matedscanner.

gemery@projo.com I (401) 743-0515



BY C. EUGENE EMERY JR.
JiiliRI’.AL S’rAFF WRI1 ER

Liquor-storeownersareoffering mis
leadinginformationin aneffort to detent
a Novemberballot questionthat would

pernrit wine sales in g’rocery store’~,a
spokeswomanfor the Massachusetts
Food Association, which is promoting
thereferenduiii, saidyesterday

Kimberly 1-linden said package.store
ownersare using unfoundedconcerns
aboutunderageddrinking as a smoke-
screento tryto defeatQuestion1 when it

comesup for avote in November
Cntrcsof QuestionI arewarmingthat

approvalwould increaseteenageaccess
to alcohol, make it tar ni’hf’e dittic~~~
~force liquor laws,and.betheh.rst step

toward doubting the number of stores
thatcanalsosell beerandhardliquor.

But 1-linden said the vast majority of
underagedrinkersare riot ucuiesred in
‘.~~‘Massachusertsgrocer’ srnie3iEat
a1~adysell alcoholdo anexcellentjob of
preventingsalesto minors, and the 35
staresthat allow grocery n-ores to selt
\vine actuallylog 1 7-percenrfewerviola-
tionsfor underagednnking

c;rocerystoresin Massachusenstome
heei~i~nrt unsucces’,tullv Ii i two

to getthestatelegislatore to per-
r~inies sales.Question I got on the
ballotthroughvotermitiatwe

“We decidedto bring this message
directly to the people We want to get

wine in food storesbecausewe think it
makessense,”F-lindensaid.

the ballot question only addresses
wine because“sync goeswith food” and
customers have overwhelmingly said
theywant theconvenienceof buying it at
thesuperniarket, shecaid

Shesaid “consumersfavor this niea-
sure2 to I” and lowei pricessparkedby
more competition “could save con-
sumersup to $36 million peryear.”

Yet H rodeo had no estimate‘of how
muchassociationmembersexpectedto
makeif ttie proposalis nassed.

It would beup to eachcity andtown to
decidewhetherto grantalicenseto mdi

cccWINE, D6

A key issuein the
votLng on theballot

questioncouldbe
whethera changein

thelaw would
increaseunder~

d nnking

MaSSaCIiIISettSdeIJateS grocery~storewile sa11es~
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vidual grocery or convenience
stores,arid theme’sno guarantee
that otto raN m individual com-
munitieswould buy into thecon-
cept

Hindemmsaidmime intent is to only
allow wine,,. siiles in erpggi’y
Emotes

Opponeiii who presented
their case before mfme Somerset
Board of Selr’ct mien Wednesday
night, sad die proposal would
also permit sales froni conve-
nrencestonesand predictedthat
winesaleswould soongive way to
beeramidotheralcoholproducts.

llrnden said she could not
promise miami grocery stores
would riot try to expand,,Jfl~in
o1’T3’Frn~,~.no hero and handlgip~r
Ti’~mime tutcire hum shesaidit’s been
6 26 ‘,wan ham’ile just to get ti-mis
proposalon m hi, ha lot

A key m’,suc iii thedebatecould
be whether a change in the law
would ny ease- underagedrink-
ing

‘l’he opponents asserted
Wednesdasrh-mm groceryandcon-
veruenice srcires would be less
motivatedtripi eventsalesto peo-
ple under 21 becausethey don’t
dependon liquor salesfor their

livelihood
I linsler’i catled that argumenta

“smokescreen’ that could easily
be rurned on its head.

Packagestores,becauseliquor
determnries their bottom line,
“have more incentive” to sell to
chiildi “0 inst young adults, she
said biocery stonesdon’t need
to sell ss’imie me stayafloat,”

She predicted that superman-
Pets ‘are’ going to do a better ~ob
monimonn,c, ihemn sales” because
t tie’,’ h is i’ niisre employees.She
also said underage dn’irmkers
svo~il’lhe’ more fearhil of cocoon
mermng.meai,her, coachon friend’s
pamenil in a grocery store and
beingtrusted.

to ,mddiiion she said, many
stoi es have dedicatedliquor neg
icier a in pm event abrise.

(In ‘0 c’atmi”sday,package-store
owner C’hnstophenGasbarnosaid
the lamest mock some teens are
ustug in grocery stories where
liquor purchasesanepermittedis
to reiiii\’e sii,ja cansfrom a case
of aorta,substitutebeer,andthen
make their purchasethrough the
supermarket’sautomatedscan-
ncr

l-lini’hen calledthat“a scaretac
tic Ii will he difficult to shove a
borr TwmiiemnIaLokecase~
~oairo aii h is colleag’nres

said a study in Hawaii found I hat
15 percentof thepackagestores

sold to mirrors compared to 22
per sCnm cl mhe grocerystoresarid
51 percent of the convenience
StOres -

Hmnden said the liquor-stone
owners are citing data from
H oman becausenumberschosen
to honieshriv’ that grocerystores
do asgood .-- if not a bettenjob —

of enforcingthelaw.
lnm 2003 and 2004, accordingto

a reporr commissionedby the
M assachusetisFoodAssociation.
77 of the 119 violations loggedby
thestatewerein packagestores,
verSusonly 1 tom grocery stores
The numberwas 37 for conve-
nimenceamid vanierystores.

That means 65 percent of the
violanonswereat packagestores,
versus 3 percent for grocer’s’
stOi F’S

Nov ever, that perc’~nrtageis
misleading because there are
noi,ighl’,’ 20 package stores ton
ever”, grocer’,’ store with a liquor
license.cmi thenunribenof package
clone ‘~‘r’‘l,itmons could eacilv he
h ighien

kealiaro’ numbersarenot avail-
ablebei’auceMassachusettsdoes
not have a system for recording
iF-me results of sting operations,
where trained people cinder 21
aresent mm storesto seeif they
can bus’ liquor.

gemeryra’projo.com/ 401-743-0515



Liquor stor~ownersarenot offering lflisleadmgil’tfonnation or usingunfoundedconcerns
to encouragethedefeatof Question1 in November. The following poIntsand the
attacheddocumentationarefactual andshould he availableto the inforn-re. v

1. ~g~g~ing~879new licensesto sell wine in Massachusettswill causesianificant
~ in alcoholrelated robleins. ResearcherAlex Wagenaarfrom the
University of Minnesotastudiedsevenstatesthatallow wine salesin groceiy
stores. All of them saw a. dramaticrise in conSUmPtion.UJ) to 1 ~0%. Several
otherresearchstudiesconfirm this andhaveconcludedthatwhenthereis an
increasein the numberof alcoholoutletsthereis asignificant increasein the
numberof a.lcohol relatedcat’ crashes.violentassaults,burglaries,underage
drinking andcollegebingedrinking. Studieshavealsodemonstratedthat
increasingthe outletsfor thesaleof wine increaseaccessandconscunptionof
alcohol. In February,2000a studywasconductedthatexaminedthe relationship
betweengeographicdensity of alcoholoutletsam-rd the numberof alcoholrelated
hospitaladmissions.The resultspecifically showedan increaseof one liquor
outlet perpopulationof 10,000led to an increaseof 48 hospitaladmissionsdueto
alcohol relatedmorbidity. NumerousstudieshaveconcJudedthat there i5 a
strongassociationbetweenalcohol outlet densityandviolent crime. A studydone
in Newark,NewJerseyfound thatalcoholoutlet densitywas the singlegreatest
predictorof violent crime. TheNatioflal. CommissionAgainstDrunk Driving
listed its first suggestionfor reducingChronicDrunk Driving asLimiting
Availability of.4icohol. Reducealcohol densityon a geographicalandper
capital ha,cl,c.

2. Jnderagçdrinkersconsumewine. The maioritv of underagedrinkersprefers
tastethat is sweetand~ Thisdescribesalargevariety of inexpensivebulk
~ thatwill be availablein thesenew licensevenues. Theballot initiative

currentlydefines“food stores”in amatj.uerthatis not only applicableto grocery
stores,but also gasstations,mini-marts andconveniencestores. Accordingto the
studyentitledSourcesof Alcohol fat’ UnderageDrinkers, which waspublishedin
the Journalof Studieson Alcohol, “a clearconsensusamongco1iege~aged
individualswasthat it waseasierto purchasealcohol from conveniencestores
thanothertypesof alcohol outlets.”By law, packagestoresin Massachusettsmay
not emnloyanyonelessthan 1 8 yearsof anre. Underaeepersonsare not allowedu

storeswithout adultsupervision. ‘Food stores regularlyemploy 15 to
1 6 yearaidswho aremoreeasilype~rii~edby peerpressureto facilitatethe~
~ of alcoholicbeverages.An exampleof teen ingenuity is the recent
incidentsof replacingsodapackagingwith beerandringing them out throughthe
selfserviceaisle. Eventhe “food store” representativeshaveadmitted.that soon

the intent will be to increasethe licensesto sell beerandotheralcohol. The fact is
indisputablethat increasingaccessto alcohol(wine) will increaseundei’age
alcohol consumption.Enforcementof violationsfor selling alcoholto minorswill
be lesseffectivebecausethe marketsonly standto losei:he revenuefrom asmall
“conveniencedcpartment’~of their total sales. Packagestoresareclosedas the
resultof a seriousviol ation.



3. Pack~ges DO~ mono iol’on wine sales.CurrentMassachusetts
liquor law allowsanyindividual or corporationto owna MAXIMUM of 3
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES, Stop& Shop,Sam’sClub. WahMayt,
CumberlandFaims,7~Elevenmayown as manyalcoholicbeveragelicensesas
anypackagestore in Massachusetts.Several“food stores”havehadthese
licensesfor years. With the new classof licenseto sellwine thatmayonly be
issuedto “food stores” the monopoly scenario eleai’ly favorsthe “food stores.”
2800new licenseswill not be availableforpackagestores. The spokeswomanfor
theMassachusettsFoodAssociationsaidshecould not promisethat the grocery
storeswould not try to expandtheir offeringsto include beerandothet’ alcohol,

4~ne in food slol’es doesnotnecessarilyresult iii Io~’cr ricescud~reascd
selectiofl. Largenationalchainsroutinelymeetwith suppliersto strategizehow
to sell moreproductswith lesschoicefor consumers(volume vs. lessSKU’s.)
Selectionis aserviceoffered to the consumerthat comesat an increasedcost to
theretailer. Independentlyownedstoresarelocal and in touchwith the needsof
theconsumer. independentlyowned storesareresponsiveto requestsibr the
communityischaritable causesandactivein local governmentandcivic
organizations. Pricesarecompetitiveamonglocal packagestoresbecausethey
mustwin the consumersconfidenceandloyalty, Operatingindependently
requiresmoreaccountability.

5. Wine go~withfood WTNE IS NOT ~ The “wine is equalto food” idea
not reali~Ic~~le~~that~ine is alcohol andwe cannot becomelax in

thedistribution of this sensitiveproduct. The saleof alcoholneedssensible
regulationsandguidelinesthatconsiderthedevastatingrepercussionsof misuse
andor abuseof theproducts.



JINITIATIVTE PETITION TO ALLOW FOOD STORES TO SELL WINE

Police’ Departmentsshouldbe awarethat, theMas-
.socluusettsFoodAssociationfor ConsumerConvenience
In Wine Salesis attemptingto get an initiative petition on
the Novemberballot which would allow any store in the
Commonwealthof Massachusettsthat sells food t~he al-
lowed to also sell wine. While our Associ5tion hasnot
lak~na poddon on this article as of this writing, we have
met with both iides andfeeJ that our membersshouldbe
informedof someof thecompetinginterests. It shouldbe
pointed out that manyof the statesnround Massachusetts
alreadyal)~wall .supennnrketsandcouvefliCaCestoresto
sell both beerandwine’, and.1 amnot awareof anyarticles
raising concernsby other law enforcementagencies.
As lR\v enforcementadministratorsin Massachusetts,we
Should,howeycr,considerseveral issues:

I If the wine indu.shy,iS successfulin the initiative
petition, we can he sure that the beer pt’oducei’s
will be right behinddoing the samething.

2. We all needto be aware that the beerat-rd wine

prodttcers havebeenattemptingto passthis legis-
lation in the Massachusertsl.,egislaturefor many
yearsand havebeenturned down. Therefore,the
industry is taking the issuedirectly to the voters
in an attempt to by-passthe Legislatui’e andtheir

primaty reasonfor doing so is slatedas “conve-
Ri CnCC”,
A.s investigatorsfbi’ local licensingot’ficinls, we

all must be awareof the direct impactthat this will hove
on each of our communities. While the petition appears
to allow fin a local option in eachcommunity,it still has
the dir~ctimpact of dramatically increasingthe number
of alcoholic licenses ~eachcf our communities, The
basict’ot’inula as pi’oposedwould grant an immediatefis’e
additional wine licensesiO every community and would
then allow an additional license lot’ each 5,000 resident

Population. Ac an example, in my comniuiii ty ii would
allow cle’ven additional licenses.

‘there are several issueSthat we’ must consideron
both a local amid statewide level:

Whilesome peoplemi~litarguethat \vine is gen-* c-rally usedas an “adulf’ beverage,those.of us in
law enforcementclearlyuncl~rst~ridthatour young
peopletodayusea greatdealof wine to hc- panof
the in crowd. Any public commentor conceptthat
the wine will not be u~cdby underagedt’inkers is
101 realistic..

2. Municipalities currentlyusevarious investigative
methodsfor sujkcmoutsandslingoperationsof pack-
agestores. We will nor be able to usethoserneth:-
odsof inveStigativeenfolcencntto grocerystores
as we will not have the same level of probable
causewhen observtngpatronsleaving a grocery
store ss ith a eioscdpackage.

3. With the modemizarmonnt technalog~,we would
~ haveto makesurethat out’ localstorestakeappro-

priate action to preventpurchasesat the “self-
checkout”areas.

4. A concernthat 1, haveseer in the’ pastin tny own
~ communityis the greatnumberof high schoolstu-
~ dentswho work in many of’our sup~rrnarketsard

conv~nienCCstores
5. Unlike a packagestore ~ hich is gwen a local sos-

~ pension that ieauitesthem to ek so for a certaln
0140 betcf days, thts local penaltyn ouid not be
available in conveniencestoresor supermarkets,,

whereastheymaybe permittedto Iust cio~edown
a single aisle in the store. TIns would presentan
addiimonoi huideoon law enfo”eer’entf~t’sage”-
ViSiOfl,
1’ WOOId be interestedtn kt owing the thortghtsof

etherchiefs artd any cencemsor lack of concernthat you
may haveon this issue. Pleaseseodow an E-mail and let
ow Imow your thoughts

a
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FOR POLICE. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND LICENSING BOARDS

PROTECTYOUR COMMUNITY FROM QUESTiON I

This fall, targeforeign-ownedgroceryand conveniencestore chainswill try to convince
Massachusettsconsumersto approvea ballot initiative that would increasethe current
numberof li~uorlicensesin the stateby almost 3,000.more thandoubling the current
numberof outlets, Alt of this will be done in the nameof “convenience,” When it

comesto’ the ~afety of our families, friends and communitiesit is responsibility,not
conveniencethat is most important. This is a dangerousinitiative. Protectyour
community by voting no on I.

Control and enforcement

• Not only grocerystoresbut conveniencestores,drug storesandeven somegas
stationswill be able to securethis new classof license

• Nationalgroceryandconveniencestore chainsdo NOT have the incentive to

~ceundera~drinkino,
‘~ Wine salesonly representa small segmentof their bottom line

~“ They face no meaningful penalty if caught,violations will lead to the
temporaryclosureof their wine sections,unlike packageStore owners
whoselivelihOodsare jeopardizedby the temporarystoreclosure
guaranteedby a violation

~ They are not integrated,conscientiousmembersof the community
~ In other states,grocerystoreslath to stop underagebuyers 25 — 3Q%

of the time, almost double the rate of packagestores
Increasedavailability/outlet density leads to increasesin alcohol-related abuses
and incidents.

~- Greaternumbersof alcohol-relatedinjury
)~‘ Strong associationsbetweenalcohol outlet densityand violent crime
~“ Greaternumbersof alcoholism,cirrhosisand other alcohol-relateddiseases
~ Increasedliquor law violations, increasesin underagedrinking

• Thesestore.semploy fifteen and sixteenyear otds who will now have easyaccess
~lc~c beverages

• Morepolice personneland ttime will be necessaryto regulatethe industryand
deal with the increasein alcohol relatedproblemscausingsignificant budgetary
problems.
The petition, as worded., mandatesthe creationof theselicenses.

• Many grocerystoresnow haveself-checkoutlanes.Situations havealreadyoccurred
where violations havebeencommitted How will the sale of alcohol be controlled?

• Independentpackagestores itt lose salesof’ their highestprofit item. Many wilt go
out of business,not paving their annualrenewal fee to operate.Ctttesand towns will
lose theserevenues,along with property taxes.

Local Boards and employees will NOT have the same
influence over giant foreign and domestic companies that

- they do over local bu~’nesses.



YOUR CHILDRE~\

~
A question has been put on the MassachusettsNovember ballot that will dra-
matically change the way liquor is sold in the State. Question 1 if passed
would DOUBLE the liquor licensesin MA, with NO funding for increased
enforcement.

The questionasks voters to attow over 2.800 new alcohot licensesto be issued
by the stateof Massachusetts.Initially thesenew licenseswill be for wine only.

• The grocerswilt be spendingmillions oldotlarstalking about how “convenient” it will be to
pick-up a bottle of wine with your groceries.

• WhOt theywon’t tell you is that should this bill pass,in addition to grocerystores,virtually
eve “conveniencestore,dru storeand evensome as stationswill eli alcohol.

In fact, we’ve heardthat one drug storechain hasalreadyprepare t ree hundredapplications.

• One of the bigg~strisks to this proposednew system is underagedrink~g.The primary
purposebehindMassachusetts’packagestoresystem is to ensurethat the saleof liquor to the
underageis strictly controlled. Thereis strict enforcementand tight penalties.And package
storeownersare committed to working with local law enforcementand the ABCC to prevent
the sale of alcohol to the underage.

• Many conveniencestoresand drugstoresemp ~,uifteenandsixteenyear oids. Theywould
haveeasyaccessto alcoholicbeverages,and would be put in the position of havingto refuse
to sell (or provide) alcohol to their classmates.

• Kids do drink_wine, especiallyif it is more readily availablethan beer. Sting operationsdone
TEotherstatesshowthat grocerystoresandconvg~jenc~jQ~.Iail ,Lp~p.ugderagebuyers
25% to 30% of the time. This is almostdoublethe rate of dedicatedliquor stores.

• Oh, by the way, they alsowon’t tell you aboutthe researchthat showsthe effectsof increasing
the availability of’ alcohol. So here it is.... Researchshows that when you increasethe number

• of retail outlets selling alcohol there is a significant increasein underagedrinking, college
binge drinking, crime and alcohol related car crashes. ~ —-.~‘. .. ....-.... .. ...~-...——‘T.,.. “ ‘ “ ‘~“‘ “‘ .

• There are no provisionsmadeto increasethe budget for enforcementof doublethe numberof
licenses. This burden would be placed on local law enforcement, and existingABCC
(Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission) staff, both already straining from underfunding.
The ONLY-financial benefit of the new systemwill be the profits that go to the supermarket

andconvettiencestore chains’owners.

• In addition,local businessesand their employeeswill be hurt. Many liquor storeswill go out
of business. The ones that survive will be forced to layoFf employees. We estimatethat
3,000 to 4,000 Massachusettsresidents will lose their jobs.

Maybe the current system isn’t perfect but for the most pan it works. Please,when you go to
the ballot box in November,protectyour children and support the local businessesthat have
beensupportingtheeo~unityfor so manyyears. VOTE NO to “wine in food stores”.



Q. Is the Wine at Food StoresInitiative needed?
No, consumersin Massachusettsarefortunate to haveover 2,200locationsthroughout
the stateto purchasewine. Many storescarry thousandsofdifferent varieties ofwine and
have well educatedstaffsto assistshoppers in making their selection.As a matter of fact,
there are about twice as many packagestoresasthere aregrocery stores. You might say
it is actually more convenientto buy wine thangroceries.

Q. How many new licenseswould be created statewide?
Approximately 2,900new off-premiselicenseswould be created. That’s more than

~Lç double thecurrent number of off-premise licenses. An off-premise licenseauthorizes
“j\~ alcohol to be soldthrough a retail store location as opposedto an on-premiselicensefor a

baror restaurant. The MassachusettsFood Associationis trying to trick Massachusetts
voters by saying it’s only a 10% increasein licenses,They’re including the 7,500 licenses
issuedto bars andrestaurants in their calculations. That’s just plain shameful.

Q. Isn’t it true that grocery storescan sellwine?
Yes,in fact many already do sellwine as well asbeer andliquor. They just need to abide
by thecurrentlaws that insurethe safedistribution of alcohol.

Q. Then what’s this all about?
This is about Ahold, a foreigncorporationheadquarteredin theNetherlands,which owns
Stop & Shop along with other food storestrying to increasetheir profits without regard
for public safety. What the grocery store chainsand big box storeswant to do is drive
local packagestoresout ofbusinessandmonopolizethe market.

Q. Do packagestoreshavea monopoly on wine sales?
No. That’s partofthe misinformationthe food associationis using to confuse
Massachusettsvoters. If you think about it, it’s kind of a ridiculous statement. The
currentlaw doesnot allow anyone individual or corporation to ownmore than three
packagestores. Sowe actuallyhave just the oppositeof amonopoly. independentlocal
businesspeoplepredominantly ownpackagestores. A nearmonopoly is what will be
createdif the initiative passes.The three-licenselimit would no longer apply. Soa
convenientstore chain that employsprimarily fifteen and sixteenyear oldscould acquire
closeto threehundredlicenses.

Q. Will the initiative lead to lower prices or an increasein selection?
No, that’s anotherpieceofmisinformationthe Food Associationis feedingthe public.
Prices will actually increaseovertime andyour choiceofproducts will be greatly
reduced. Just walk into any grocery store or conveniencestore that sellsalcoholtoday.
The selectionis very limited andtheir prices aregenerally higherthan packagestores.If
theFood Associationis successfulin their efforts to drive local packagestoresout of
businessthat’s what we’ll endup with; higherpricesanda poorer selectionofproducts.

Q. Will conveniencestoresbe able to get thesenew licenses?
Yes, actuallythe majority or closeto 2,000oftheselicenseswould go to convenience
stores,drug storesarid evensomegasstations. According to the Food Associationonly



about one-third will go to supermarkets.All any of thesestoresneedto do is carrycertain
typesofgroceryitems. Most ofthesestoresalreadyqualify.

Q. Will this lead to increasesin underagedrinking?
Yes, for acoupleof reasons.First of all thesetypeof storesemployfifteen andsixteen
year olds who will now have easyaccessto alcohol and be responsiblefor policing their
classmates.Secondly,numeroussting operations done throughout the countryprove that
grocery storesand conveniencestoresfail to stop underagebuyersat amuch higher rate
thandedicatedpackagestores. In fact, in a recentsting operation, conveniencestores
failed to stop underagebuyers 52%ofthe time versus 15% for dedicated packagestores.
Thosekinds of results aretypical. Grocery storesandconveniencestoresjust don’t have
the sameincentive aspackagestoresto stop underagebuyers. If apackagestore is
caught their whole store is closeddown whereasa convenienceor grocery store would
just haveto closedown anaisle.

Q. Are there other safetyissuesI should be concernedwith?
Yes, thereis a largebody ofresearchwhich showsthat increasingthenumber ofretail
Outlets selling alcohol dramatically increases;consumption, alcohol related car crashes,
violent crimes,underagedrinking andcollegebinge drinking. For more informationgo
to yiv~w~W,th~H~’~w~pand click on research.

Q. Is it true thekids don’t drink wine?
Any ofus could probably answerthat questionon our own. When I was a kid Boones
FarmApple wine was one ofmy first drinks. Today their drinkingbox wines,jug wines,
andfruit infused wineslike Wild Vines andArbor Mist. Kids aren’t picky they’ll drink
whatever is mostconvenient. Anyway theproof is in the research,a recentstudy shows
that 50% ofkids in gradesseventhrough twelve drink wine. Of coursetheFood
Associationknowsthis andis shamefully trying to hide this information from voters.
They have no problem sacrificing the safetyofourchildren to increasetheir profits.

Q. Will local licensingauthorities have control over issuingtheselicenses?
Technically yes,but in reality they will have no control. If a store qualifies and the local
licensingauthority turns themdown lawsuits will arise andthe city or town will be forced
to issuethe license.

Q. Whowill pay for the costsassociatedwith policing thesenew licenses?
You will if you’re a taxpayer in Massachusetts.The costto thestate for policing these
new licensesandfor dealingwith the increasesin drunk driving, underagedrinkingand
crimecould top one hundred million dollars. The moneygeneratedthroughnew licenses
will be about threemillion dollars. The difference eventually will haveto be covered
throughtax increases.


