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Maryjane Kenney

From: Anne Forbes

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2006 1:36 PM

To: Board of Selectmen

Cc: Garry Rhodes; Historic District Commission

Subject: HDC draft approval of 124 Main Street parking lot improvements

9/22/06

To the Selectmen:

As we discussed with Selectman Rosenzweig at the 9/18 HDC meeting, in preparation for the opening of your
Site Plan Special Permit hearing on the parking lot development at 124 Main Street, I am attaching the H DC’s
draft decision on the owner’s application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, which was reviewed at a Public
Hearing held on September 5. Some aspects of the decision are explained in the cover letter to the applicant,
which we expect will be revised as a result of the site plan approval process. As further background, the
Secretary will be forwarding a copy of the draft minutes of the 9/5 HDC meeting and hearing, which should reflect
something of the discussion that took place.

The HDC review of the plans, most sheets of which were dated 6/30/06, was limited to the above-ground
alterations which fall under our jurisdiction. Some things were deemed not visible from Main Street, and others,
such as any changes to the existing shed, were not presented to us for any alteration. We also found some of the
small sheets submitted to us to be nearly illegible, but we felt that we could discern most of the information that
was significant to the HDC review. The comments from staff were very helpful, although of course they, too, dealt
with many items that were outside of our purview.

The commission members consider the preservation of the historic cucumber magnolia tree to be paramount in
considering any changes to the parking lot, and we encourage the Selectmen to keep its importance in mind
during the site plan review.

We plan to have at least two HDC members present at your 9/25 hearing, at which time we will be prepared to
offer further comments and to address any questions you may have for our commission.

Anne Forbes, HDC

9/22/2006



Certificate# 0616

TOWN OF ACTON
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

472Main Street,Acton, MA 01720

CERTIFICATE: DRAFT 9/21/06

Pursuantto Chapter40C ofthe GeneralLawsof Massachusettsandthe HistoricDistricts Bylaw of the Town

of Acton, the Acton Historic District Commissionherebyissuesa
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

for thework describedbelow

Applicant (or owner) FrankChen Telephone 978-287-4435
frank~goodschoolrealty.com

St., Acton01720

Street District: Center West
Street South X

Address 124 Main

Locationof Work 124 Main
No.

Description of Proposedwork:

Parkinglot development.

Conditions, requirements, recommendations:

CONDITIONS: (1) Stoneretainingwall: If analternativematerialor designis desired,applicant
mustreturnwith an amendeddesignand(2) if anypartof the wall is higher than8 feet, applicant
mustreturnwith an amendedapplication. (3) Grade-levelplanting areas: If as part of thesite plan
approvalprocessit is requiredthat plantingareasberaisedmorethanonefoot abovethe surfaceof
the ground,applicantmustreturnwith an amendeddesign. (4) Benchproposedwill be
substantiallysimilar to theexistingbenchesatthe front of thebuilding.

The work outlined abovemustconform in all particularsto thesubmittalsandconditionsapprovedon
September , 2006.Theapplicantmayproceedwith the proposedwork providedall otherapprovalshave
beenobtained,includingaSite PlanSpecialPermit,as well as aBuilding Permitor Sign Licensewhere
required. This Certificateis valid for work commencedwithin oneyearof the dateof issuance.An extension
of theCertificatewill be grantedat thediscretionof the Commission. If a propertychangesownershipduring
thetime the Certificateis in force, anewownerwho wishesto continuethe authorizedwork mustapplyto
haveanewCertificateissuedin his or herown name.

Applicationreceived 6/6/06 extensiongranted8/ Dateof Public Hearing ~/2l/06, 9/15/

Certificateapprovedby
for Historic District Commission

Date 9/--/06

Copiesto: Applicant, Building Commissioner,TownClerk, TownManager/BoS,HDC File



DRAFT

September--, 2006

FrankChen
124 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Dear Frank:

Enclosedis acopy of Certificateof Appropriateness#0616for the developmentof the parkinglot at
124 Main Street. As you know, theapplicationwasunanimouslyapprovedwith four specific
conditionsandwas furtherconditionedon approvalby all otherconcernedboardsanddepartments.
Our votetookplace at apublic hearingon September5, 2006.

In its decision, the commissionfound that the proposal to us as shown in the application and
additional submittals provided to us by that time will be compatible with the property and the
surroundingSouthActon HistoricDistrict. Other findings notedas part of the decisionwere: (1) as
indicatedon theplan, the highestpartof the mortaredstoneretainingwall will beno higher thaneight
feet and (2) the pressure-treatedguardrail is necessaryfor safety, is not historic in character,and as
such is appropriatelyleft unpainted.

The commissionalsonotedthat apartfrom PageSP (landscapeplan), the planreviewedhasnot been
updatedto showthat theraised landscapeplanterin facthasbeenomittedfrom the design.

Goodluckwith the work. If anythingin theplansshouldchangeduring the courseofthe Site Plan
SpecialPermitReview,pleaselet usknow. Such informationrelatesto a conditionof ourapproval.

Sincerely,

AnneForbes
Cc: GarryRhodes,Building Commissioner

Town Manager/BoS
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Maryjane Kenney

From: Lauren Rosenzweig

Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2006 3:13 PM

To: Historic District Commission
Cc: Board of Selectmen; Garry Rhodes

Subject: 124 Main Street Site Plan

Hi Brian:

Just to summarize the discussion at your HDC meeting of 9/18/06:

1) Anne Forbes will forward the HDC’s Draft decision to the Board of Selectmen (bos~acton-ma.gpv)so it
can go into our packet for Friday 9/22/06 (cc: to Garry Rhodes as well), so that we can review it prior to
our meeting on 9/25/06. I understand it contains language that indicates that approval is contingent on
site plan approval by the Board of Selectmen and has already been voted on by the HDC.

2) You will provide written comments on the updated site plan that you reviewed last night, and that Brian
Bendig the chairperson will be at the Selectmen hearing on 9/25/06 to answer any questions we may
have.

3) You will provide a copy of the meeting minutes for our information as well.

Thank you very much for all your efforts to help coordinate the efforts of the HDC and the Selectmen in reviewing
this Site Plan for the South Acton Historic District/South Acton Village Zoning District.

Sincerely,

Lauren S. Rosenzweig
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