
LAND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 7, 2006, 4:00 P.M.

ACTON TOWN HALL

Present:  Bettina Abe, Joan Cirillo, Bob Guba, Maura Herlihy, Gigi Hopkins, Philip Keyes, Peggy 
Liversidge (minute-taker), Linda McElroy, Nan Millett, Rich Rhode, Jim Snyder-Grant (chair), Tom Tidman

Minutes approval:  The minutes of the May 3 meeting were approved.

Parcel updates:  Assabet River Canoe Launch: Bettina and Jim used grass whips to cut down much of 
the knotweed, and Bettina plans to go again to do further cutting later.
Camp Acton:  Rich said that one campsite, #7, is not on the permit for users, and he thinks it should be 
added.  Tom said that he can take care of this.
Grassy Pond:  Bob reported that he has bought lumber for 60 additional feet of boardwalk, and he 
requested and received permission to spend the money remaining in this year’s budget.
Stoneymeade:  Several weeks ago Nan noted that the homeowners who had been extending their yard 
mowing onto conservation land as well as dumping the clippings there were still doing this despite the fact 
that Tom had spoken with them about the issue.  She therefore decided to speak with the owners herself 
and ended up finding out that they are old friends with whom she had lost touch.  They told Nan that they 
had instructed their grounds workers not to dump onto the conservation land and that they would tell them 
again.  Nan will continue to monitor the situation to be sure that the problem does not continue.
Town Forest:  Maura reported that she went with Nick Peterson, the Eagle Scout who will be putting in 
benches near Wills Hole this summer, to look at the locations where he wants to place the benches.  She 
agreed to his siting plans.  Bob said that he has reviewed and approved Nick’s plans.

Mowing of conservation land:  Bob reported that he mows at Jenks, Heath Hen Meadow, Wetherbee, and 
the Capt. Handley access trail to Town Forest, and he can continue to do this this summer.  Two other 
areas were mentioned: Nan said that Stoneymeade, which is usually mowed by abutting landowners/ 
horseback riders, hasn’t been mowed yet this summer, and Gigi wondered about the Grassy Pond and 
Nagog Hill meadows, which are usually mowed by Jimmy Young but have not been so far done this year. 
Last summer Ann asked Mr. Young to stop the mowing he was doing because of concern that the timing 
was wrong in relation to milkweed flowering and seedpod formation; we may need to speak with Mr. 
Young about this since the mowing does need to be done, but we also need to determine when it would 
be best to do the work.  Gigi will look into this. 

Stone chamber:  Linda reported that the restoration work on the chamber may be done by next week, and 
we will then need to turn our attention to the educational panels.  She feels that this might best be done 
by a subgroup that includes people who have gotten involved with the project, and she suggested herself, 
Nan, Laurie, Dave, and Kimberley Connors (an archaeologist who is our liaison with the Acton Historical 
Commission).  Nan said that she would volunteer to help raise funds for the panels if we find we do not 
have enough left from the CPC grant.  It was mentioned that a piece of charcoal was found in undisturbed 
soil just outside the chamber wall that will be carbon dated.  Linda also reported that there will be an 
article about the project in tomorrow’s Globe (Metrowest section) and that another article, which 
unfortunately included some inaccuracies, appeared in last week’s Beacon.

Cyril’s resignation:  Following consultations with his doctor, Cyril has notified Jim that he has to resign 
from the committee.  Jim doesn’t have any immediate ideas about who might replace Cyril as the Jenks 
steward, but Linda stated that it is more important to wait until we find a suitable person than to choose 
someone quickly.  Meanwhile, one ongoing summer maintenance need is periodic pruning of the rose 
and blackberry bushes, which grow out into the trails and make trail mowing difficult for Bob; Jim agreed 
to do this for now.  We also need one or more people to do blazing.  Jim mentioned the agreement made 
several months ago to have several others help Cyril with the blazing: Gigi was one of them, and she said 
she has been doing some reblazing at Wetherbee and is willing to do some work at Jenks.  Jim 



suggested that several people in addition to Gigi meet at Jenks at some point to try to decide what would 
be the best way to blaze the areas where there are no trees.  (Notes from the 11/2/05 meeting state that 
the others who agreed to help with blazing were Nan, who would work with Gigi, and Paul.)

There was also discussion of a get-together/BBQ to thank Cyril for all the work he has done as a steward. 
Linda offered her house for the event, and Philip offered to take charge of the grill.  Linda will contact Cyril 
to try to find a date sometime after mid-July that will work for her, Cyril, and Philip.

Workshop ideas:  Gigi suggested that sometime in the fall would be a good time for a tracking 
presentation with Lydia Rogers of Keeping Track.  This would be an evening talk, not an outdoor tracking 
event, but she noted that Lydia offers such workshops.  It was agreed that Gigi would try to arrange a talk 
for a Wednesday evening in late October, preferably on a week when the Conservation Commission is 
not scheduled to meet.

Linda also suggested that since October is Archaeology Month in Massachusetts, that might be an 
appropriate time for a presentation about the stone chamber.  Philip said he thought the chamber work 
and panels should be completed before we schedule a presentation about it.  Nan wondered if the 
Historical Commission might want to sponsor such an event instead of this committee.  Another 
suggestion, from Bob, was for a presentation about organic lawn care, but several people said that the 
Acton Water District had sponsored a talk on that topic fairly recently.

Payment for Peter Waksman:  Philip noted that Peter Waksman hasn’t been paid yet for his April 
presentation.  $100 was agreed to and Philip said he will tell Peter to submit an invoice for that amount.

Invasives plan:  At tonight’s ConsCom meeting, Jim will be bringing up the invasives plan that he recently 
e-mailed to stewards.  He primarily wants to find out about permitting requirements for invasives removal, 
get their ideas about priorities, and see if they have any suggestions about people or groups that might be 
approached to get involved with the work.

June 8 CPC meeting:  Jim plans to attend this meeting, which he thinks will be devoted to reviewing the 
wording of the 2007 CPC plan needs statement.  He said he is satisfied with the current language 
concerning open space.  Bob said he would like to see more done with open space acquisition next year 
and mentioned two pieces of land along Ft. Pond Brook near Jones Field that the town might be able to 
acquire because of nonpayment of taxes; they would make a good site for a canoe launch.  Tom noted 
that the focus is more likely to be on land that is in danger of development.  Gigi said she is wondering 
whether the town might try to acquire the small parcel of meadow along Rte. 2 between Wetherbee and 
the church on Hosmer St., which she says currently belongs to the state.

June 8 MFRC meeting:  Linda reported that this meeting will be focused on starting to put together the 
committee’s recommendations to the Board of Selectmen.  This will include our community farm idea. 
Dave Cochrane has written up a short summary for that report.

Next meeting:  Both Bob and Philip felt we should have monthly meetings in July and August, but Jim 
suggested that we try just one meeting this summer.  The date chosen was Wednesday, July 5, at 4:00. 


