Notes from AB Regional School Committee meeting

October 5, 2006

1) High School Principal presented the High School Education Report and the Region’s response to the DOE’s Coordinated Program Review.  The most significant issue discussed was the Region’s response to the Coordinated Program Review comment that the school was not in compliance with the 990 hour requirement.  As has been previously communicated, the Region’s proposed corrective response to the 990 hour requirement ( a plan to get there by Sept 2008) was rejected as the Region was told it needed to be in compliance by September, 2007 and needed to show steps towards that progress before the end of the current school year.  The Region’s original response is shown under a separate attachment.   Discussed at this meeting was the Principal’s current plan for improving the 990 hour requirement.  Attached as a separate document is a summary of that plan.  Its focus is on meeting a population of students who are significantly below the 990 requirement by adding more course options to meet their interests/needs.  Beyond that, there was discussion about adding more course offerings for all students, and looking to find other creative ways to meet this objective.  To accomplish this plan, the Principal proposed adding two new FTE in January to pilot new courses and a final new FTE count of 8 for Sept. 2007.  The Principal indicated that the 8 new FTE was 50% of his previous estimate of increase staff needed to get to the 990 requirement solely by adding classtime.  It was noted by many that students in the High School in general achieve well academically as is measured by standardized tests (MCAS for example) and that they are an extremely busy population of students so that it was important to meet this goal by not significantly changing the current culture of the school.  Therefore it was not a goal to meet the 990 requirement by only adding class time.  The Superintended indicated that they would be scheduling a meeting with the DOE to discuss the current plan.
