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INTRODUCTION

TheFreedom’sWay HeritageAssociationincludes37 Massachusetts
communitiesthat are linked by historiceventsthathelpedto shapeAmerica’s
democraticform of governanceandthe intellectualtraditionsthatunderpin
Americanfreedom,democracy,conservationandsocialjustice. Freedom’sWay
communitiesextendfrom Arlington on theeastto Winchendonon the west.
Theyrepresenta wide rangeof cities andtowns,eachshapedby the relationship
betweennatureandculture.

Heritagelandscapesarespecialplacescreatedby humaninteractionwith the
naturalenvironmentthathelp definethecharacterof acommunityandreflect its
past. They aredynamicandevolving; theyreflect thehistoryof a community
andprovidea senseof place;theyshowthenaturalecologythat influencedland
usepatterns;andthey oftenhavescenicqualities. Thewealthof landscapesis
central to eachcommunity’scharacter,yet heritagelandscapesare vulnerableand
ever changing. Forthis reasonit is importantto takethe first stepstowardstheir
preservationby identifyingthoselandscapesthatareparticularlyvaluedby the
community— a favorite local farm, adistinctiveneighborhoodor mill village, a
uniquenaturalfeatureor an importantriver corridor. To this end, the
MassachusettsDepartmentof ConservationandRecreation(DCR) andthe
Freedom’sWay HeritageAssociation(FWHA) havecollaboratedto bring the
HeritageLandscapeInventoryprogram(HLI) to communitiesin theFreedom’s
Wayarea. Theprimary goalof theprogramis to helpcommunitiesidentify a
wide rangeof landscaperesources,particularly thosethatare significantand
unprotected.Thefocusis on landscapesthathavenotbeenidentifiedin previous
surveyefforts in a givencommunity. Anotherimportantgoal of the programis
to providecommunitieswith strategiesfor preservingheritagelandscapes.

The methodologyfor the HeritageLandscapeInventoryprogramwasdeveloped
in a pilot projectconductedin southeastMassachusettsandrefinedin Essex
County. It is outlinedin the DCRpublicationReadingthe Landwhich has
providedguidancefor the programsinceits inception. In summary,each
participatingcommunityappointsa Local ProjectCoordinator(LPC) to assistthe
DCR~FWHAconsultingteam. The LPC organizesa heritagelandscape
identificationmeetingat which interestedresidentsandtown officials offer
communityinputby identifying heritagelandscapes.Thismeetingis followed
by a fieldwork sessionincluding theconsultingteamandthe LPC, often
accompaniedby othercommunitymembers.Thisgroupvisits thepriority
landscapesidentifiedin the meetingandgathersinformation aboutthe
community. Thefinal productis this ReconnaissanceReport,preparedforeach
participatingcommunity. It outlinesthe historyof the community;describesthe
priority heritagelandscapes;discussesplanningissuesidentifiedby the
community;identifies planningtoolsavailablein thecommunity;andconcludes
with preservationrecommendations.A list of all of the heritagelandscapes
identified by the communityis includedin the Appendix.
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ACTON HISTORY

TheNativeAmericanhistory of Acton datesbackto the Middle Archaic Period
(8,000-6,000B.P.) with confirmedsitesfrom this periodandthe LateArchaic
Period(6,000-3,000B.P.) throughtheWoodlandPeriods(3,000-450B.P.).
Many areasof Acton weregood campsiteswith presumedhuntingandfishing
areasalong NashobaandFortPondBrooksaswell as NagogPond. European
settlementbeganin 1655 aspartof Concord’s“New Grant,” whenthefirst
Concordfarmersmovedwestforpastureandfarmland.The 1,000-acreConcord
Iron WorksFarm,with much of the landin Acton, wasestablishedin ca. 1660.
Charcoalto fuel the ironworkswasproducedhereon the partof thefarmthat
eventuallybecameSouthActon.

SouthActon wasthecenterof theearlyindustrialactivity with thefirst fulling
mill andsawmill on Fort PondBrook in operationby 1706. Early roadsfollowed
the brookwhereNative Americanshadmadetrails. SchoolStreetconnected
Concordwith SouthActon andeventuallyCentralStreetled westto WestActon
wherefarmlandwasabundant.

GreatRoad(Rt. 2A/119)andmostof Main Street(Rt. 27)also wereearlyroads
following formerNativeAmericantrails along NashobaBrook. By thetime
Actonbecameincorporatedin 1735, roadsradiatedfrom bothSouthActon and
ActonCenter. Soonafter,Actonhadits own meetinghouse(1738)at theCenter.
By themid

18
th centuryandcontinuinginto the

19
th centurycooperages,a cider

mill andtwo forgeswereoperatingin additionto gristandsawmills. Agriculture
continuedto be important,particularly in the northernandwesternpartsof town
whereappleorchardstookhold. By the

19
th centuryagricultureand industry

beganto profit from increasedmobility. Connectionswith Concordand the
communitiesto thewestwereimprovedwith the straightUnion Turnpikelaid out
in 1806along MassachusettsAvenue(Route 2 and 111) throughWestActon to
Leominster. In 1844theFitchburgRailroadpassedthroughSouthandWest
Acton.

Otherindustrialactivitieswereestablishedin thesecondand third quarterof the
l9~centurysuchasthe 1835 powdermills on the AssabetRiver closeto the
Concordline, someminorshoeindustrydevelopmentandgristandsawmillsand
two pencil factorieson NashobaBrook. Larger

19
th centuryindustrieslocated

alongFortPondBrook at SouthActon includedsash-and-blindfactories,a wool
shoddymill, a calicoprint works andtwo piano-stoolfactories.With the laying
outof therailroad andtheindustrialexpansioncameIrish immigrantsin themid

19
th centuryandby 1860Acton’s populationhadrisento 1,726.

In the late
19

th andearly
20

th centurythevillage of WestActon grewwith small
industrialactivities andappleorchardsas theprimaryagriculturalfocus. Street
railwaysconnectedMaynardwith SouthActonandWestActon from thelate

19
th

centuryto the 1920s. Thepowdermills, locatedatthe ConcordandMaynard
boundaries,wereprosperousthroughWorld War II.
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In theearly 1 900sa new waveof immigrantsarrivedfrom Nova Scotia followed
by ItaliansandNorwegiansand thepopulationroseto around2,000. In the
1 920s,sometown andcounty roadswereimprovedto becomeregional
highways. Thefirst Route2 followed GreatRoad(nowRt.2A); the old Union
TurnpikebecameRouteIll along MassachusettsAvenue;andMain Street
throughActon CenterconnectingMaynardto the southwith Carlisle and
Westfordto thenorthbecameRoute27.

At aboutthetime of theseroadimprovementsmany of thesmall industries
declined;andresidentialuseof land increased,replacingindustrial, commercial
andevensomeagriculturaluses. However,farmingcontinuedto be animportant
partof theeconomyaswasevidencedby the ActonAgriculturalFair heldyearly
from 1917 to 1937. In 1950Route2 shiftedsouthfrom theGreatRoadto follow
MassachusettsAvenueandthe line of theold Union Turnpike asfar as Route27,
then skirtedWestActon with a new autorouteleadingwestout of town.

Between1950 and1970Acton experiencedunprecedentedgrowth. Thishad
muchto do with theroadsystemnotedaboveas well as commuteraccessto
Bostonalong theFitchburgline with two Acton stops. In 1950 thepopulation
was3,500;by 1970this figurehadgrown to nearly 15,000andActonwasa true
bedroomcommunity. Thenumberof housingunitsgrewandhascontinuedto
escalateto accommodateover20,000residentsby theturn of the2l~century.

PRIORITY HERITAGE LANDSCAPES

Acton’s HeritageLandscapeIdentificationmeeting,attendedby approximately
12 residents,somerepresentingtown boardsand local non-profitorganizations,
washeldon March 30,2006. During themeetingresidentscompileda lengthy
list of thetown’s heritagelandscapes,which is includedin the Appendix. Once
thecomprehensivelist wascreated,attendeeswereaskedto articulatethe value
of eachlandscapeandthe issuesrelatingto its preservation.Basedon the
informationgathered,communitymembersidentifieda groupof priority
landscapesto be visitedby the consultingteamduring thefieldwork. Eachof the
priority landscapesis highly valued,contributesto communitycharacterandis
not permanentlyprotectedor preserved.Theselandscapes,whicharelisted
alphabetically,representa rangeof scalesand typesof resourcesfrom individual
sitessuchasthe StationMasterHouseto a village center.Thedescriptionsand
recommendationsincludedhereareaninitial step in identifying resourcesvalued
by the communityandsuggestingactionstrategies.

Severalof thesepriority landscapesdescribeareasthathavea numberof layers
of heritagelandscapes.Eachof theseis a combinationof multiple heritage
landscapesthatappearin the heritagelandscapeidentificationmeetingchart
below. Suchlayeringshowsthecomplexity andinterdependenceof most
heritagelandscapes.

~ ~ ~.i~



Conant Land

North of Acton Centeris theold NewEnglandfarmsteadof the Conantfamily.
This centrallylocatedtown landmarkconsistsof a farmhouse,barnandfarmland
andwoodlandon both sidesof Main Street,comprisingapproximately200acres
divided into at leastthreeparcelsin commonownership. In 1793 Abel Conant
built this dwelling by turninga small 1743 houseinto the ell of his Federalhouse.
Thehousehasbeenhometo many generationsof Conantswho modified it to
meetthe stylesandneedsof thetime. Major renovationsoccurredin 1880when
thehousewasenlargedandelaboratedto its presentVictorianEclecticstyle. The
largeNew Englandbarn wasprobablybuilt at aboutthe sametime, no doubt
replacingearlierbarns. Thelocation of this farmsteadandsurrounding
agricultural landscapeon Main Street(Route27) placesit amongthemostvisible
landscapesto thousandsof daily travelersusingthis route. It is an important
transitionfrom busycommercialRoute2A to the northand thetown centerto the
southand is oneof only a few local farmsthat retainsits historic buildingswithin
theagricultural landscape.Todaya treefarm is operatedhereso that theowner
of thepropertyis participatingin theChapter61-Aprogramfor tax purposes.

Recommendations

This propertywasmost recentlydocumentedon an MHC form in 1990by the
Acton HistoricalCommission;howeverthetotal farmingcomplexincluding
agricultural fields andwoodlandwerenotaccountedfor atthat time.
Documentationandcoordinationof preservationstrategiesshouldbeundertaken
by the HistoricalCommission.In additionto the recommendationsbelow,refer
also to Agricultural LandscapesundertheGeneralPreservationPlanning
Recommendationssectionof this reportforpreservationof farms.

• DocumenttheConantFarmon an MHC AreaFormusingHeritage
LandscapeInventoryandMHC methodologyto accountfor farming
activitiesandextantresources.

• Work with propertyownersto developstrategiesto permanentlypreserve
farm fields andwoodlandthroughconservationandpreservationrestrictions
usingM.G.L. Chapter184, Sections3 1-33or an agriculturalpreservation
restrictionif farmingactivities aresufficientto qualify.

GrassyPond and Bog

LocatedneartheLittleton borderbetweenNewtownandNagogHill Roads,the
17-acreGrassyPondis a designatedGreatPondopenfor fishing, canoeingand
bird andotherwildlife watching. It is anaturalkettlehole,formedby a receded
glacier. Aroundtheedgesandalongthe pond’soutlet (GrassyPondBrook) is a
quakingbogof ecologicalimportanceandhigh scenicvalue; the Massachusetts
NaturalHeritageProgramhasidentifiedit asworthy of preservation.Adjacentto
the southeastedgeof the pondare 95 acresof conservationland,includingabout
one-quarterof thepond’s shoreline,on which therearetrails leadingto thepond.
A boardwalkextendsinto thepond providingviews of thepond andbog. The
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pond, includingits shorelinewascategorizedasa “distinctive landscape”in the
Departmentof EnvironmentalManagement’s(nowDCR) 1982 The
MassachusettsLandscapeInventory,which wastheforerunnerto this current
HeritageLandscapeInventoryprogram.

Accessto GrassyPondis via trailsleadingfrom threeroads,two of which have
parkingareas— NagogHill RoadandNewtownRoad. Thetrailheadon Nagog
Hill Roadis directlyoppositea trailheadleadingto NagogPond,north of Grassy
Pond. This is an importantlink, connectingtwo majorconservationareas,
makingeachresourcepartof a largerlandscape.Theseaccesspointsarepartof
theGrassyPondConservationAreawhich includesaboutone-quarterof the
shoreline. Therestof the shorelineis in privateownership;howeverthereis no
developmentcloseto the shoreline.

Communityconcernsthatwere raisedaboutthis heritagelandscapeinclude
impactsof developmentandmanagementof the ecosystems,which are
interrelated. On the onehand,thebog is threatenedby invasiveplantsthatare
rapidly filling in andreducingtheamountof openpondwater. On theother
hand,three-quartersof thepond andbogshorelineareon lots thatareprivately
owned. An exampleis the TuttleFarmon NewtownRoad. Althoughthefarm
land hasbeengreatlyreduced,the

19
th centuryfarmhouseandbarnremainon a

lot thatextendsdown to the water. Thechallengeis two-fold: to protectthat
which is alreadyconservationland from ill-effects of developmentof adjacent
land; and to gainprotectionfor theotherthree-quarterspartof the pond andbog
that is in privateownership.

The issuesof land andpondprotectionarebestaddressedby the Conservation
Commissionwith the assistanceof its LandStewardshipCommittee.

• Discusslandprotectionwith propertyownersalong shoreline of pond where
therearenearly20 longnarrowlots that front on Newtown,FortPondand
NagogHill Roads.

~ rusei.ts .F.e L..~~ •.~ ~ rL~rarn
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DevelopMasterPlanfor pondareaincludingconsiderationof land
acquisitionor conservationrestrictionsfor landthat is notprotectedand
preservationmanagementof land alreadyin conservation.

Miller Farm — Station Master’s House

Theformer CharlesMiller propertyremainsfrom a smallnon-workingfarm in
North Acton fronting on Main Street. Theca. 1875 clapboarddwelling faces
southwith a gableendto the streetbehindatall vegetatedscreenthatnearly
hides it from theroad. Adjacentto thehouseare remnantsof an old apple
orchard. The 3.75-acrepropertyextendseasterlyto theold Framingham&
Lowell/PennCentralRailroadright-of-way which will eventuallybecomethe
BruceFreemanRail Trail. The housewasbuilt for theNorth Acton
stationmasterand thushasstrongassociationswith thedevelopmentof the north
partof Acton.

Recommendations

Thepropertyhasbeenthe subjectof a largesubdivision(ComprehensivePermit),
which initially contemplatedthe demolition of themainhouse. Sincethe
propertywasfirst consideredfor this reportan agreementhasbeenreachedin
which thedeveloperhasagreedto preservethe farmhouse,which will be
relocatedon theproperty. This agreementstemmedfrom thedemolition delay
processin which theActonHistorical Commissionwasabletomakea casefor
preservationandthe developeragreed. Successfulpreservationof thehistoric
househasaddedscenicvalueto thedevelopmentandthis successstoryshouldbe
publicizedasa model forothersimilarprojects.Thefarmhousewasdocumented
on an MHC form prior to this agreement.

NagogPond

NagogPondis a 284-acreGreatPondon the Acton-Littleton border,directly
adjacentto the southernside of Route2A. The largepond is partially in Acton
andpartially in Littleton butit is ownedby thetown of Concordaspartof its
watersupply. The rights to the waterweregivento Concordin 1886. Concord
alsoowns mostof theActon shorelineamountingto 58 acreson theActon side
of thepond. Therearehousesin privateownershipalong theLittleton banksof
NagogPond. Most of thesehousesarewell screenedandmodestin size;
howeverpropermanagementof thesepropertiesis essentialin ordernot to have
a negativeimpact on waterquality of the pond.

NagogPondcanbeviewedfrom severalvantagepoints. It providesanimportant
vista fromthe heavily traveledGreatRoad(Route2A1119),which follows an old
Native Americantrail alongNashobaBrook andWill’s HoleBrook to Nagog
Pond. Theroadpassesalongthe northeastedgeof thepond. Views from
NashobaRoadon thewest sideof the pond(in Littleton looking towardsActon)
anda smallglimpsefrom NagogHill Roadon the southwestside also are
picturesque.

~ ~ I~L~~ Hi ~ ~ ~i~ii.H1
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Thepondwascategorizedas a “distinctive landscape”in the Departmentof
EnvironmentalManagement’s(nowDCR) 1982 TheMassachusettsLandscape
Inventory.

Recommendations

Therearea numberof interestedpartiesin Acton, ConcordandLittleton.
Concord’splansfor the pond arelikely to beconsistentwith preservationof the
waterquality as well as thescenicview; howeverif it no longeris neededas a
waterresourceActon would wantto beableto gaincontrol of theproperty. In
additionbothcommunitiesshouldwork togetherwith Littleton to limit
developmenton the shorelineof NagogPond. Finally Acton andLittleton’s
Highway DepartmentsshouldencourageMassHighway Departmentto treat
Route2A/1 19 sensitivelywith theleastinvasiveroadwork aspossible. The
roadwayalong thepondshouldnotbe widenedandtheuseof saltshouldbe
minimal due to thecloseproximity of theroadto thepond.

NashobaBrook

NashobaBrook is a main waterwaythroughActon flowing from Westfordto
Concordon a moreor less north-southroute. In Acton thenorthernpartof the
brookruns parallelto thenorthernpartof Main Street(Route27) until crossing
underGreatRoad(Routes2AI1l9) whereit is joined by NagogandConant
Brooks. Justsouthof GreatRoad,NashobaBrook turns to flow in a
southeasterlydirectionalong the southwestside of GreatRoadandtheold
Framingham& Lowell Railroad. Below thepond it flows into Concord,passes
underRoute2, andjoins with FortPondBrook to flow into Warner’sPondand
theAssabetRiver. NashobaBrook is rich with historyfrom NativeAmerican
campsitesto

19
th centurymill sitesand

20
th centuryice-cuttingactivity. Views of

thebrookfrom the roadareintermittent.

Oneentranceto theNashobaBrook ConservationAreais at the endof Wheeler
Laneoff Main Streetin thenorthernpartof town. Hereonecanview thebrook
asit meandersthroughthis woodedareawheretherearemill ruins, theRobbins
Mill pond andspillway, a cellarholeanda widecartpath borderedby stone
walls parallelingthebrook. This 123-acreconservationparcelis oneof the best
locationsfrom which to view andwalkalong NashobaBrook which is scenicand
hasgood fishingareas.A trail from WheelerLanesouthfollows the brookalong
the stone wall-linedcartpath to thesite of an old pencil factorybeforelooping
aroundoverthe brookandbackto WheelerLane.

Furtherdownstream,NashobaBrook windsbehindthepropertieson the
southwestsideof GreatRoadfromBrook Streetsouthto WetherbeeStreetnear
the Concordborder. Therearemany glimpsesof thebrookfrom GreatRoad,
particularlyin theareaof Ice HousePondandbehindthetwo 1790s“Lottery
Houses”that front on GreatRoad.Thetown recentlyreconstructeda “stone
chamber”that is an archaeologicalsitenearNashobaBrook.



Besidesminimal views andaccessto NashobaBrook in Acton,concernsinclude
the impactof largescaledevelopmentof shoppingmalls andapartmentdwellings
alongGreatRoad.

Recommendations

Mostof the historic resourcesalongNashobaBrook havebeendocumentedat
somelevel. Revisitinghistoricmapsandcheckingto makesurethat the context
of propertiesin theareais accountedfor would bethework of theHistorical
Commission.Protectionof the waterquality will takevigilant enforcementof
Acton’sWetlandsProtectionBylaw. Creatingmoreaccessandeducationabout
theimportanceof NashobaBrook in Acton’s historicaldevelopmentcanbebest
accomplishedthroughajoint effort of the Historical andConservation
Commissions.Therefore:

• Add to historical andarchaeologicaldocumentationwhereappropriate.

EnforceWetlandsProtectionBylaw andRulesandRegulations.

• Work with otherpropertyownersalongthebrookto find additionalaccess
pointssuchas from theMoritz propertyon WetherbeeStreet,usingthe
public right-of-wayrecentlygrantedby theownersof theJohnRobbins
Houseat 144 GreatRoadasa model.

• Developeducationalmaterialsfor schoolsandgeneralpublic on thehistory
of the brook. (Plansareunderwayto useCPA funds to developeducational
information on thestonechambernearthebrook.)

Route2 GatewayAgricultural Fields

The agricultural landscapealong Route2 forms a scenicgatewayas theentrance
to Acton from Concord. On bothsidesof thehighwaythereare acresof tilled
fields. Fieldson the southsideof Route2 andeastof WetherbeeStreeton the
north side areownedby theCommonwealth.Thelargefield on thenorthwest
cornerof WetherbeeStreetandRoute2 is ownedby theTown of Acton. The
fields wereoncepartof Acton farms, onebeingthe Wright-HoldenFarm,which
had interim ownersbeforethe statepurchasedit in 1898for a prisonfarm, then
known as the ConcordReformatoryFarm. Thesefields areusedto grow corn
andalfalfa for thefarm’s dairy herd.
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In additionto thefields on bothsidesof Route2, the Commonwealth’sproperty
in Acton (about 122 acres)comprisesthe ca. 1830SilasHoldenFarmhouse,(on
the2004PreservationMass list of TenMostEndangeredProperties),which is
dilapidatedandabandoned,and two largemodernbarns,oneusedto houseState
Police horses.Thehouseis highly visiblefrom Route2. Someof the fields are
leasedto a local farmer;other fields havebeenturnedinto paddocksfor the State
Police horses.The town-ownedfields, known astheWetherbeeConservation
Fields (which werepurchasedfrom thestatein 1982) areleasedbackto the
prison systemto growcrops suchas cornandalfalfa for the cowsat theConcord
ReformatoryFarm,now partof theMassachusettsDepartmentof Correction.

The largescaleof this agricultural landscapeandits locationatthe entranceto
Acton makeit a significantresourceto Acton,Concordand thethousandsof
peoplewho travel alongRoute2 daily. In an attemptto preservethis landscape
from development,the town rezonedit asAgricultural RecreationConservation
(ARC). However,this protectivezoning would not apply to thestateif it decided
to developthefields for statepurposesor to alterthehighwayaspartof a planto
potentiallyalleviatetraffic at theConcordrotaryjust eastof the fields. These
fields extendeasterlyinto Concordandwereidentified asa priority heritage
landscapein that town.

Recommendations

Preservationof thesefields is a top priority in Acton’ s2002-2007OSRP.
CooperationbetweenActon, Concordandthe StateDepartmentof Correction
(ownerof the fields) will be theonly way to securepreservationof this scenic
gateway. Acton andConcordhavesimilarconcernsso it is importantfor
representativesto continueto worktogetherso thatchangesin administrationand
staffingdo not meanthat thehistoryof thetown’s interestis forgotten. TheDOC
would likely raiseobjectionsto anyproposedNationalRegisterlisting; however
it maybe helpful to ascertainwhetherthe landscapewould meetNational
Registerstandards.TheHistoricalCommissionmaywork with othertown
officials andwith the Acton ConservationTrustwhichmayactas a facilitator
andhelp providesolutions.

• CompleteMHC AreaForm to discussagricultural landscapethatgoeswith
the Wright-HoldenHousewhich is documentedon anMHC building form.
This will requireadditional researchaboutfarmingpracticeshereanduseof
fields in thepastwhich maybe augmentedwith Agricultural Censusrecords
information.

• RequestNR eligibility opinionfrom theMHC.

• Form adhoc committeewith Concordto addresspreservationof the overall
state-ownedagricultural landscapealong Route2, which is alsoon the
Concordpriority heritagelandscapelist. Continueto remindDOC of
Acton’s andConcord’sinterestin this vital agricultural landscape.
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South Acton Village

Oneof threeActonvillages,SouthActon Village wasanindustrialcenterfrom
1701 whenthefirst mills wereestablishedthereon FortPondBrook. Earlyroads
overold NativeAmericantrails led from Concord(SchoolStreet)and laterfrom
Maynard(thenpartof Stow, Main Street), Secondaryroadswerelaid outleading
to nearbyfarms. Thepivotal eventin thedevelopmentof this village wasthe
adventof therailroadin 1844 which ranwest fromConcordthroughSouth
Acton. The village retainsits commercialflavor with commercialbuildings,the
railroadstopandmodestindustrialsites.

SouthActon’s developmentpatternis bestfollowed whenlooking at thepattern
of roads,railroad and thebrook. Main Street,a north-southroute, crossesover
therailroad at SouthActon andalsointersectswith SchoolandHigh Streets(to
Concord)andCentralStreetwhich leadsto WestActon. The oldFitchburg
Railroad,now the MBTA, follows aneast-westroute throughSouthActon
Village. FortPondBrook, too, meandersthroughSouthActonVillage in an
easterlydirectionfrom themill pond. An abandonednorth-southbranchrailroad
line (proposedAssabetRiver Rail Trail) beginsat SouthActonVillage and
crossesFortPondBrook at Mill PondnearMain Street.

Otherindustrialandcommercialresourcessuchas theErikson’sGrainMill, a
former lumbercompanyon Maple Street,andtherailroad andassociatedbridge
add to thestory of themid

19
th centurydevelopment.Thelargefour-storywood

frameExchangeHall (1860,NR) is a stunningfocal point for thevillage, but
with seriouschallenges.Besidesthe industrialandcommercialresources,there
are theformerSouthActon UniversalistChurch(1878),earlyhousesandtaverns
suchas theJones-FaulknerHouse(1707,NR) andJonesTavern(1732/ 1818,
NR) andmany

9
th centuryandearly

20
th centurydwellingsfor thosewho

workedat andmanagedthelocal mills.

PreservingSouthActon Village while allowing it to grow in orderto survive is a
difficult balance. Local historic districting hashelpedto someextent; however
therealsomustbeeconomicincentivesto restorebuildingslike ExchangeHall;
and theremustbecooperationand innovativestrategiesto copewith traffic and
with parkingfor thecommuterrail, which is partof thehistoryandanassetof
thevillage. Proximity of manybuildings,particularly businesses,to FortPond
Brook also is a challengedue to necessarywetlandsrulesandregulations.

H



Recommendations

TheHistorical Commissionhasdocumentedpropertiesin SouthActonVillage
andin 1991 theareawasdesignateda local historic district,which is underthe
purviewof theActonHistoric District Commission. While only individual
buildingsarelistedin theNationalRegister,thevillage asa wholewould be
eligible for listing as a NationalRegisterdistrict. Thetown developeda South
ActonVillage Planin 1995 andhasaccomplishedmany of the plan’s goals.
Presentlysomeeconomicincentivesmay assistpropertyownersin saving
importantvillage resources.CommunityPreservationAct fundscanbe usedto
this endprovidedthata PreservationRestriction(PR) (M.G.L. Chapter184,
Section3 1-33) is appliedto thepropertyin orderto protectthepublic investment.
Dueto theimportanceof this intact industrialvillage it is importantfor the
HistoricalCommissionandtheHistoric District Commissionwork with other
land useboardsto preservethevillage while revitalizingit.

• Completea NationalRegisterdistrict nominationfor the village after
consultingwith theMHC to determinetheappropriateboundaries.National
Registerlisting will makecertainincome-producingpropertieseligible for
tax credits whensubstantialrehabilitationtakesplace.

• Work with propertyownersand theCommunityPreservationCommitteeto
facilitatefinancingof restorationfor key propertiesthatmeetthe goalsand
requirementsof Acton’s CommunityPreservationPlan.

• Work with PlanningBoardto understandreuseanddevelopmentconstraints
thatmay inhibit thepreservationof historic structures.

Stonefield— SimeoneFarm

Locatedin SouthActon, StonefieldFarm,also known asSimeoneFarm,usesits
64 acresfor marketgardening. FieldsstretchalongMartin, Stow andLiberty
Streetsandextendeasterlyto FortPondBrook and theMill Pondat SouthActon
center. Additional fields thatareusedby StonefieldFarm areon thenorth sideof
FortPondBrook behinddwellingsalongthe easternendof MapleStreet. The
farmhouse,on Martin Street,is a ca. 1910Capewith ColonialRevival detail.
The Simeonefamily hasownedandworkedthis truck farmsince 1929growing
vegetablesandplants. They sell their producefrom greenhouseson theproperty
as well as to retailers.

Recommendations

The HistoricalCommissionhasdocumentedthe house,but not theagricultural
landscapewhichhasbeenin activeuseby the samefamily for over75 years.
The HistoricalCommissionshouldcompletedocumentationandconsider
agricultural landscapepreservationstrategiesto protectfarmingactivities at
StonefieldFarm. In additionto the recommendationsbelow,pleasealsoreferto
Agricultural LandscapesundertheGeneralPreservationPlanning
Recommendationssectionof this reportfor preservationof farms.
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• AugmentMHC documentationby completingan AreaForm to addressother
resourceson thepropertybesidesthefarmhouse.

WetherbeeStreetWoods

This largeparcelthat frontson WetherbeeStreetis alsoreferredto as theMoritz
land,namedfor its presentowner. The 33 acresarewoodedandform a low hill
northof thetown-ownedtilled fields atthe cornerof WetherbeeStreetandRoute
2. WetherbeeStreetis a shortconnectorbetweenRoute2 andRoute2A11 19 to
the north. NashobaBrook flows alongthenorthernedgeof the property,
following therouteof theformer Framingham& Lowell / PennCentralRailroad
which crossesat the edgeof thepropertyaswell.

PropertyalongRt. 2A/1l9 is in a village zoning districtallowing commercial
uses,while theMoritz parcelis zonedresidential;it alsois designatedZoneII
meaningthat it is in a well rechargearea,which carrieslimits on the type of
developmentthatmayoccur. Thereare a numberof communicationstowers
amongthe treeson thehill. Futureuseof theMoritz land is of concernto the
town for its land features,its connectionsto existingconservationlandandthe
potentialnegativeimpactthatdevelopmentmayhaveon thearea. The hill forms
a woodedbackdropto thetown-owned72-acreWetherbeeConservationLand,
which includesthetilled field just southof theMoritz land. Adding this 33-acre
parcelto theWetherbeelandwould preservethebeautyof the view acrossthe
tilled fields. In additionit would providea trail link betweentheWetherbee
ConservationLand andtheproposedBruceFreemanRail Trail that will run
alongtherailroad right-of-wayon thenortheastedgeof this property. Finally
preservationof the openspacewould betterprotectNashobaBrook andprovide
accessto the brookwhich is alsoa priority heritagelandscape.

Recommendations

The town hasbeenworking with the propertyownerin the hopeof being ableto
purchasethe property;howeverdiscussionshavebeenunsuccessfulto date. This
pieceshouldbepartof a masterplanto preservethe Route2 Gateway
Agricultural Fields. The ConservationCommissionandOpenSpaceCommittee
shouldwork togetherto encourageuseof CPA fundsto purchasetheproperty.
This may be a task that is bestaddressedby anad hoc committeemadeup of
representativesof the ConservationCommission,ParksandRecreation
Commission,Historical CommissionandSelectmen,aswell asthe Acton
ConservationTrust.

CRITICAL CONCERNS

In additionto thepriority landscapeslistedin theprevioussection,residentsalso
identified critical issuesrelatedto heritagelandscapesandcommunitycharacter.
Critical issuesaretown-wideconcernsthatare linked to a rangeor categoryof
heritagelandscapes,not to a particularplace. Theseissuesare listedin
alphabeticalorder. Communitymembersalso expressedinterestin learning
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aboutpreservationtools andstrategiesthathavebeeneffectivein other

Massachusettscommunitiesandin identifying sourcesfor preservationfunding.

Historic Markers

While Acton hasonly a few documentedhistoricmarkersthereareseveralkinds
of markersthat tell thehistoryof the developmentof thecommunity. They
includethreecommemorativebouldersinstalledin 1895 that recordhistoric
eventsat the onsetof theRevolutionaryWarthathelpedshapeActon’shistory;
only oneof the bouldersis officially documented.Residentsexpressedconcern
that theseandothermarkersgo unnoticedandmaybe lost or damagedif they are
notbrought to thepublic’s attention.

Many of Acton’sroadsretaintheir rural characterwith narrow width, a tree
canopyandstonewalls that framehistoric landscapesbeyond.Viewsfrom the
roadsinclude farms,orchards,ponds,brooks,wetlands,

19
th centuryresidential

neighborhoodsand evensomemill sites. Thetown adopteda scenicroadsbylaw
in which 33 roadsor sectionsof roadsweredesignated.However,thereis
concernthat the generalcharacterof theseroadschangeswith new development
bringing increasedtraffic, andwith roadimprovements.Refer to ScenicRoads
in the GeneralPreservationPlanningRecommendationssectionof this reportfor
suggestionson ways to addresstheseconcerns.

SewerDistrict Development

Acton residentsexpressedconcernabouttheeffectof sewerproposalson land
usein the villages. The densityof the villages andthe numberof failing systems
led the town to form sewerdistrictswith plansto build wastewatertreatment
facilities. Thefacility in SouthActonhasbeenconstructedbutnot without
difficulty. Theplot of land selectedturnedout to havehigharchaeological
potentialso thata full investigationandevacuationof resourceswascompleted
prior to constructionof the facility which is closeto theAssabetRiver. The
archaeologicalsitedatesfrom theMiddle Archaic throughMiddle Woodland
periods(7,500through2,000B.P.). Heretheconcernwaswith thenearlossof
importantinformation aboutthepastwhichmay bethecasein otherlocationsat
EastActonandWestActon. Theothermajorconcernis that the successof a
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sewerdistrictcanleadto increaseddevelopmentin theform of expansionof
existingstructuresandnewconstruction,bothatthe expenseof historicaland
architecturalintegrity of thevillage centers.

StoneWalls

Historic stonewalls arefound throughoutActon — along scenicroads;in fields
wherethey areseparatingonepastureor meadowfrom anotheror asmarkers
alongpropertyboundaries;and,lining old cartpaths. A length of two parallel
stonewalls marksa cartpathoff Wheeler’sLaneneartheold RobbinsMill Site.
Anotherwall thatwasmentionedby concernedcitizensruns along theSouth
Acton train commuterlot. This wall is believedtobe partof the original bounds
of theMajor SimonWillard grantwhichbecametheIron Work Farmin ca. 1660.
Historic stonewalls arevulnerableto developmentandresidentsexpressed
concernthat they areimportantto thecharacterof many of Acton‘sheritage
landscapes.

Acton alreadyhasimportantplanningtools in placeto documentcurrent
conditionswithin thetown; identify issuesof concernto town residents;and to
helpdevelopstrategiesfor action. Thissectionof the ReconnaissanceReport
identifiessomeof the existingplanningdocumentsandtools thatprovide
information relevantto theHeritageLandscapeInventoryprogram.

Inventory of Historic and ArchaeologicalAssets

TheMassachusettsHistorical Commission’s(MHC) Inventoryof Historic and
ArchaeologicalAssetsis a statewidelist that identifiessignificanthistoric
resourcesthroughoutthe Commonwealth.In orderto beincludedin the
inventory,a propertymustbedocumentedon anMHC inventoryform, which is
thenenteredinto theMHC database.This searchabledatabase,known as
MACRIS, is now availableonline at ~
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Accordingto theMHC, Acton’s inventorydocumentsnearly600historic
resourcesrangingfrom theturn of the

18
th centuryto the late

20
th century. Much

of thework wascompletedin 1990whenthetown undertooka village surveyin
preparationfor establishingthreelocal historic districts. Many propertieshad
beendocumentedpreviouslyanda fewhavebeenaddedto the inventorysince
1990. Themostrecentforms werewritten in 2006for the town-ownedMorrison
Farm andadjacentresourceson ConcordRoadas partof theplanningprocessfor
that property.

Acton has 17 ancientNativeAmericansitesdatingbackto theMiddle Archaic
Period(8,000-6,000B.P.) andfour historic archaeologicalsites. Oneof the
ancientNativeAmericansiteshasbeendeterminedeligible for listing in the
NationalRegisterunderCriterionD. Due to the known information aboutother
regionsas well as the apparentNativeAmericanactivity in Acton, it is likely that
therewill be morearchaeologicalsitesidentifiedin thefuture.

Stateand National Registersof Historic Places

TheNationalRegisterof Historic Placesis theofficial federallist of districts,
sites,buildings,structuresandobjectsthathavebeendeterminedsignificant in
Americanhistory, architecture,archaeology,engineeringandculture. TheTown
of Acton’sNationalRegister(NR) programbeganin 1971 with the listing of the
FaulknerHomestead(nowreferredto astheJones-FaulknerHouse)followed in
1972 with listing of theIsaacDavisTrail passingthroughActon andConcord. In
additionto thesetwo listings ActonhasoneNationalRegisterDistrict (Acton
CenterHistoric District — theNationalRegisterlisting spells thenameof this
district Acton Centre)andfour other individual listings: JonesTavern,and
ExchangeHall, (both in SouthActon); theJonathanandSimon HosmerHouse,
now ownedby the Acton Historical Society;and theJohnRobbinsHouseon
GreatRoad. All areautomaticallylisted in the StateRegisterof Historic Places.
Threelocal historic districts— ActonCenter,SouthActonVillage andWest
ActonVillage Historic Districts — alsoarelistedin theStateRegister.Two of the
individually listedproperties,theJonesTavernand theJohnRobbinsHouse,are
protectedby preservationrestrictionsdrawnup in accordancewith MGL Chapter
184, Sections3 1-33. A preservationrestriction(PR) runswith the deedand is
oneof the strongestpreservationstrategiesavailable. All propertiesthathave
preservationrestrictionsfiled underthe statestatutearealso automaticallylisted
in theStateRegister.

Planning Documentsand Tools

In 1998Acton adoptedtheActonMaster Planasan updateto the 1991 plan.The
ActonOpenSpaceandRecreationPlan written in 2002coversthefive-year
period2002to 2007. PreservingVillages,ArchaeologicalSitesandArchives.’
CommonThemesand ProposedGuidelinesfor Acton,Groton andStowwas
written in 1993 by BU PreservationStudiesstudents,

Preservationstrategiesadoptedby Acton includea local historic district bylaw, a
demolition delaybylaw anda scenicroadsbylaw. TheActonLocal Historic



District Bylaw regulateschangesmadeto theexteriorarchitecturalfeaturesof
structureslocatedin theActon CenterHistoric District, SouthActon Village
Historic District andthe WestActon VillageHistoric District. Acton also
adopteddesignreview standardsandguidelinesfor its localhistoric districts,
The standardsandguidelinesarehelpful toolsfor applicantsandcommissioners
alike.

The DemolitionDelay Bylaw gives theHistorical Commissiontheauthority to
reviewanddelayproposeddemolitionfor up to six monthsforpropertiesthat are
listed in theNationalRegister,includedin Acton’sCultural ResourceInventory
or determinedby the Acton Historical Commissionto behistorically or
architecturallysignificant;howevertown-ownedpropertiesare exempt.The
ScenicRoadsBylaw regulatingtheremovalof treesandstonewalls within the
right-of-wayappliesto 33 Acton roads,including theIsaacDavis Trail, as a
separatelisting althoughit passesoversomeof thescenicroadson thetown’s
list.

In 2002 Acton adoptedtheCommunityPreservationAct at a 1.5%surchargeon
realestatetaxes;a portion of the proceedsmustbeusedfor historic preservation.
Severalhistoricprojectshavebeenfundedandcompletedwith CPAmoney.
Someexamplesconsistentwith preservationof heritagelandscapesare
restorationof theDavis Monument,installationof historicdistrict signsand
planningfor the AssabetRiver Rail Trail. At the2006 SpringTown Meeting,
funds wereappropriatedto replacetheroofs of theTown Hall andJonesTavern,
restoreanhistoric stonechamber,anddevelopa designfor theBruceFreeman
Rail Trail.

Acton’sZoningBylaw hastwo sectionsthatguidedevelopmentin a waythat is
consistentwith preservationof heritagelandscapes:the OpenSpace
DevelopmentBylaw andthePlannedConservationResidentialCommunity
District Bylaw. Eachencouragestheuseof landto be in harmonywith its
culturalfeaturesandrequiresthepreservationof someopenspacein the
development.TheOpen SpaceDevelopmentBylaw requires30%to 50% of
dedicatedcommonland andseeksto “preserveuniqueandsignificant natural,
historical andarchaeologicalresources while promotingdevelopmentthat is
consistentwith the“traditional landscape.”

GENERALPRESERVATIONPLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendationspertainingto priority heritagelandscapescanbefound
beginningon page3 of this report. This sectionof theReconnaissanceReport
offers moregeneralrecommendationsrelevantto preservingthecharacterof the
communitythatwould be applicableto a wide rangeof communityresources.

Acton’s residentshighly valueon thecommunity’sstrongsenseof place,which
is createdby its variednaturalfeaturesand landusepatternsthat flow fromthe
fertile land. Thetown hasalreadytakenmeasuresto documentandevaluateits
mostsignificantbuildingsandnaturalareas. It is now lookingbeyondthe
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traditionalresourcesto the landscapes,streetscapes,rural roads,
19

th century
neighborhoodsandothernaturalandcultural assetsthatdefinethe overallfabric
of thecommunity. Like mostmunicipalities,Acton is facingmultiple pressures
for changethat threatenland-basedusesandnaturalresources.Specialplaces
within thecommunitythatwereoncetakenfor grantedarenow morevulnerable
than ever to change.

Preservationplanning is athree-stepprocess:identification, evaluation and
protection. Four useful documents to consult before beginning to implement
preservationstrategiesare:

• Departmentof ConservationandRecreation,Readingthe Land

• Freedom’sWay HeritageAssociation,Feasibility Study

• MassachusettsHistoricalCommission,SurveyManual

• MassachusettsHistoricalCommission,PreservationthroughBylawsand
Ordinance

Recommendationsthatapply to a broadrangeof resourcesarediscussedbelow.
Theserecommendationsarelisted in the orderin which they aremostlogically
addressedwhenapplying thethree-steppreservationplanningprocessas
describedabove. Thus thegoal will beto (1) identify, (2) evaluate,(3) protect.

Inventory of Heritage Landscapes

Thegoalsandmethodologyof Acton’sprevioushistoric surveyandinventory
work weresimilarto thoseof the HeritageLandscapeInventoryProgramand in
somecaseshaveaddressedtheresourcesin a similarfashion. Many resources
will appearon bothlists. Thevital first stepin developingpreservationstrategies
for heritagelandscapesis to recordinformation abouttheresourceson MHC
inventoryforms. Onecannotplanor advocatefor somethingunlessoneknows
preciselywhatit is — the physicalcharacteristicsandthe historicaldevelopment.
Theresourcesdiscussedin this ReconnaissanceReportthathavenotbeen
documentedshouldbe includedin thenextinventoryproject. Thus,usingthe
MassachusettsHistorical Commissionsurveymethodology:

• Compilea list of resourcesthat areunder-representedor not sufficiently
documented,beginningwith heritagelandscapes.

• Documentunprotectedresourcesfirst, beginningwith the mostthreatened
resources.

• Make sureto documentsecondaryfeatureson rural, agriculturaland
residentialproperties,suchas outbuildings,stonewalls andlandscape
elements.



• Recorda wide rangeof historic andpre-historicresourcesincluding
archaeologicalsites,landscapefeaturesandindustrialresources.

• Conducta community-widearchaeologicalreconnaissancesurveyto identify
patternsof ancientNativeAmericanandhistoricoccupationandto identify
known andprobablelocationsof archaeologicalresourcesassociatedwith
thesepatterns. Known andpotentialancientNativeAmericanandhistoric
archaeologicalsitesshouldbe documentedin thefield for evidenceof their
cultural associationand/orintegrity. All surveywork shouldbecompleted
by a professionalarchaeologistwho meetstheprofessionalqualifications
(950 CMR 70.01)outlinedin theStateArchaeologistPermitRegulations
(950 CMR 70.00). TheInventoryof ArchaeologicalAssetsof the
Commonwealthcontainssensitiveinformationaboutarchaeologicalsites.
Theinventoryis confidential;it is nota public record(G.L. c. 9, ss. 26A
(1)). Careshouldbe takento keeparchaeologicalsite informationin a secure
location with restrictedaccess.Referto theMHC article “Community-Wide
ArchaeologicalSurveys”whichappearedin the PreservationAdvocate,Fall
2005 which canbefoundat thefollowing MHC link:
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhcpdf/pafallo5.pdf.

National RegisterProgram

Surveywork will requirean evaluationas to whetherresourcesmeetthe
qualificationsfor NationalRegisterlisting. Using theinformation generatedin
the surveywork and theaccompanyingNationalRegisterevaluations,expand
Acton’s NationalRegisterprogram.

• DevelopaNationalRegisterlisting plan, taking into considerationa
property’s integrity andvulnerability. Propertiesthat arein needof official
NR recognitionin orderto advancepreservationstrategiesshouldbe given
priority.

• Considerpotentialdistrict NationalRegisternominationsfor SouthActon
Village andWestActonVillage, bothof whicharelocal historic districts.

Village and Rural NeighborhoodCharacter

Nearlyall preservationstrategiesaddressvillage andneighborhoodcharacterin
somemanner. As describedabove,thoroughdocumentationon MHC inventory
forms is an importantfirst stepin thepreservationplanningprocess,followed by
NationalRegisterlisting whereappropriate.Two of threetraditional
preservationstrategieshavebeenadoptedby Acton: a demolition delaybylaw
anda local historic districtbylaw (in accordancewith M.G.L. Chapter40C). A
third strategythat maybeuseful for EastActon or in a mid

20
th century

neighborhoodis a neighborhoodarchitecturalconservationdistrictbylaw and
designation.

• Demolition delaybylawsprovidesa time periodin which townscanexplore
alternativesto demolition. Actonhassucha bylawwhich shouldbe
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modified to extendtheperiodof delayfrom six monthsto oneyear.Sucha
change,which providesmore time forbothdevelopersandthetown to find
alternativesto demolition,would requirea majorityvote of Town Meeting.

• Local historic districts,adoptedthrougha local initiative, recognizespecial
areaswithin a communitywherethedistinctivecharacteristicsof buildings
andplacesarepreservedandprotectedby thedesignation.As Acton knows
local historicdistrictdesignationandregulationis thestrongestform of
protectionfor thepreservationof historic resources.Thethreeexisting
districtsandbylaw wereadoptedby a 2/3 voteof Town Meetingandare
administeredby a districtcommissionappointedby theBoardof Selectmen.

• Neighborhoodarchitectural conservationdistricts alsoarelocal initiatives
that recognizespecialareaswithin a communitywherethe distinctive
characteristicsof buildings andplacesarepreservedandprotected.They are
lessrestrictivethan local historic districtsbut still embraceneighborhood
character. Neighborhoodarchitecturalconservationdistrict designationis
appropriatefor residentialneighborhoodsthatmay havelost someintegrity
andwheremoreflexibility is needed.

Agricultural Landscapes

Preservationof agricultural landscapesmeanspreservationof thefarming
activities,particularly in Acton wherefarmsare decliningand their characteris
integral to thecommunity’spast. It is importantto know whatthe featuresof
theseagriculturallandscapesareandwhich featuresthecommunitytreasuresin
orderto makea casefor preservationof thesefarms. Somepreservationtoolsare
availablethat canassistcommunitiesin preservingtheactualfarming activities
evenif only a fewfarmsremain. Othersaretools to preservethelandscapewhen
the farm is sold. Acton alreadyhas adoptedthe OpenSpaceDevelopmentBylaw
which requires30% to 50%of dedicatedcommonspacein a subdivisionunder
this clusterbylaw. Thetown maywantto considerstrategiesthat specifically
supportfarming activities.

• Documentadditionalfarmsthatmay notpresentlybeincludedin Acton’s
inventoryof historic resource,usingMHC surveyforms.

• Establisha local agricultural commissionto advocatefor farming. The
ActonConservationTrust is planningto facilitatetheformationof an
agriculturalcommissionin Acton or in conjunctionwith othertowns.

• Adopt a right-to-farmbylawwhichallows farmersto carry on farming
activitiesthat maybeconsidereda nuisanceto neighbors.

• Developpartnershipsto raisefundsto purchasedevelopmentrightson farms
or to assistfarmersin therestorationof historic farmbuildingsfor which the
ownerwould berequiredto donatea preservationrestriction(PR).
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• Continuepublic-privatepartnershipsto preservefarmland throughpurchase
of conservationrestrictions(CRs)or agriculturalpreservationrestrictions
(APRs).

ScenicRoads

Scenicroadsarean integralpartof thehistoric fabric of the community. They
arehighly valuedby Acton residentsandvisitors alike andwere listed asa
critical concern. Roadsmustalsoaccommodatemoderntransportationneedsand
decisionsregardingroadwaysareoften madewith travel requirementsasthe only
consideration.Acton alreadyhasadoptedtheScenicRoadsAct (MGL Chapter
40-15C)anddesignated33 roads(including the IsaacDavis Trail) forwhich
theremustbereview andapprovalfor theremovalof treesandstonewalls that
arewithin theright-of-way. Yet, in additionto roadwayissues,much of whatwe
valueaboutscenicroads— the stonewalls, viewsacrossopenfields — is not
within thepublic right-of-way. Thepreservationandprotectionof scenicroads
thereforerequiresmore thanoneapproach.

• Completean inventorywith descriptionsandphotodocumentationof eachof
the roadsin Acton includingthecharacterdefiningfeaturesto assistin
review underthe ScenicRoadsBylaw.

• Amendthe ScenicRoadsBylaw by addingdesigncriteriato beconsidered
whenapprovingremovalof treesandstonewalls; suchas a provision
allowing only onedriveway cut perpropertyon scenicroads. Coordinate
proceduresbetweenHighwayDepartmentandPlanningBoard.

• Considera scenicoverlaydistrict which may providea no-disturbbufferon
privatepropertyborderingon scenicroadsor adoptflexible zoning standards
to protectcertainviews. Suchbylawscouldbe written to apply to the
numberedroutes,which arenotprotectedundertheScenicRoadsBylaw.

• Developpoliciesand implementationstandardsfor roadmaintenanceand
reconstruction,includingbridgereconstructions,whichaddressscenicand
historiccharacteristicswhile alsoaddressingsafety. This is an important
public processin which thecommunitymay haveto acceptresponsibilityfor
certaincoststo implementstandardsthat are notacceptableto projects
fundedby the MassachusettsHighwayDepartment.Suchstandardsshould
havea sectionaddressingtheway in which thelocal HighwayDepartment
maintainsroads,forexamplerequiringa public hearingif anyadditional
pavementis to be addedto a town roadduringreconstructionor repair.
Policiescanbe adoptedby local boardshavingjurisdiction overroads,or can
be adoptedat Town Meetingthrougha bylaw. In developingpolicies
considerfactors suchas roadwidth, clearingof shoulders,walking paths,
postedspeeds.A delicatebalanceis required.
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Funding of PreservationProjects

Fundingfor preservationprojectsis an importantaspectof implementing
preservationstrategies.Both theMHC andDCR havehad fundingprogramsto
assistcommunitiesin preservation-relatedissuesincluding:

• Survey and Planning Grants, administered by the MHC, support survey,
NationalRegisterandpreservationplanningwork.

• The MassachusettsPreservationProjectsFund (MPPF), administered by
theMHC, funds restorationandrehabilitationprojects.

• The Historic LandscapePreservationGrant Program (HLPGP),
administeredby DCR, fundsplanning,rehabilitation,educationand
stewardshipprojectsfocusedon historic landscapes,includingcemeteries.

Fundingfor stateprogramsvariesfrom yearto year. WhenplanningActon’ s
heritagelandscapeinventoryprogram,contactrelevantagenciesto determine
whetherfunding is available.

Acton adoptedthe CommunityPreservationAct in 2002with a 1.5%surcharge
on each realestatetax bill. Thishasprovedto beanexcellentsourceof funding
for manyheritagelandscapeprojects. Actonalreadyis awareof theway in
which theCPA fosterspartnershipsamonghistoricpreservationists,
conservationistsandaffordablehousingadvocates.Many of the
recommendationsin this reportcould be fundedwith CPAmoney,including
surveyandNationalRegisterprojects,preservationandconservationeasements,
agriculturalpreservationrestrictions(APRs) andland acquisition. Additional
information abouttheCPA canbefoundat www.communitypreservation.org.

Towns,like Acton,which havea local historicdistrict bylaw, may apply for
Certified Local Government (CLG) status which is granted by the National
ParkService(NPS)throughtheMHC. At least10% of theMHC’s yearly federal
fundingallocationis distributedto CLG communitiesthroughSurveyand
Planningmatchinggrants.To becomea CLG, thetown completesan
application;afterbeing acceptedas a CLG, it files a reportyearlyon the statusof
applications,meetings,anddecisions;in returnthetown may applyfor the
matchinggrantfunding that theMHC awardscompetitivelyto CLGsannually.
Presently18 cities andtownsareCLGs in Massachusetts.

CONCLUSION

TheActonReconnaissanceReport is a critical tool in startingto identify the rich
anddiverseheritagelandscapesin Acton andin beginningto think about
preservationstrategiesfor theseresources.Acton will haveto determinethe best
way to implementthe recommendationsdiscussedabove. Oneapproachthat
might help Acton begin theprocessis to form a HeritageLandscapeCommittee,
as describedin ReadingtheLand.
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Landscapesidentifiedin this report,especiallythepriority landscapes,will
typically needfurther documentationon MHC inventoryforms. That
documentationin turncanbe usedin publicity efforts to build consensusand
gatherpublic supportfor their preservation.Implementationof recommendations
will requirea concertedeffort of andpartnershipsamongmunicipal boardsand
agencies,local non-profit organizations,andstateagenciesandcommissions.

Distribution of this ReconnaissanceReportto themunicipal landuseboardsand
commissionswill assistin making this oneof the planningdocumentsthat guides
Acton in preservingimportantfeaturesof the community’scharacter.The
recommendedtaskswill requirecooperationandcoordinationamongboardsand
commissions,particularlyActon’sHistorical Commission,Historic District
Commission,PlanningBoard,ConservationCommission,OpenSpace
Committee,LandStewardshipCommittee,RecreationCommissionand
CommunityPreservationCommittee.It also is advisabletopresentthis
informationto theBoardof Selectmen,theapplicantsto the HeritageLandscape
Inventoryprogramon behalfof thetown. Finally distribution of the reportto the
HistoricalSociety,the ActonConservationTrust, neighborhoodassociations,and
any otherpreservation-mindedorganizationswill broadenthe audienceandassist
in gatheringinterestandsupportfor Acton’s heritagelandscapes.
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APPENDIX: HERITAGE LANDSCAPES IDENTIFIED BY COMMUNITY

This list wasgeneratedby local participantsat theHeritageLandscapeIdentificationMeetingheldin
Actonon March30, 2006andthe follow-up fieldwork on May 11, 2006. There are undoubtedly other
heritagelandscapesthat werenot identified at the HLI meetingnoted above. The chart hastwo
columns,thenamesandlocationsof resourcesarein thefirst; notesaboutresourcesarein thesecond.
Landscapesaregroupedby land usecategory. Abbreviationsusedarelistedbelow.

APR = Agricultural PreservationRestriction CR = ConservationRestriction
LHD = Local Historic District . NR = NationalRegister
PR= PreservationRestriction * = Priority Landscape

+ = Partof a Priority Landscape

Agriculture

ConantFarm *

562 Main St.
Old NewEnglandfarmsteadof Conantfamily, centraltown landmark,managed
historic landscapeson both sidesof theroad. Farmhousebuilt by Abel Conantin 1793
wasaddedto a 1743 smalldwelling (whichbecametheeli for the late 18* century
house),andall modifiedsubstantiallyin 1880. IncludeswoodsbeyondConantfields
on Main Street.

Cucurbit Farm
32 ParkerSt.

This 17-acreworking farmis in southeastpart of Acton. Also known asNelson.

HebertFarm
88 ProspectSt.

Agricultural fieldsfor over 100 years. This 17-acrefarmalsohasa tributary to Fort
PondBrook.

Horse Farms
Pope,NagogHill &
StrawberryHill Rds.

StonymeadeFarm, DustonFarm,SpringHill Farmareon PopeRoad. Thesefields
andfour antiquefarmhousesfor a gatewayto ActonwhenenteringfromCarlisle. The
housesincludetheDuston house(ca. 1750), Addison Wheelerhouse(ca. 1800),
SpringHill Farm/Edwardshouse(ca, 1750)andfarmhouseat 366 PopeRoad.

Idyiwilde Farm
CentralSt.

Approximately100 acresin WestActonin theFort PondBrook flood plain. Includes
agricultural fieldsandlargefarm storeopenyeararound.

KennedyFarm
WestfordRd.

NorthActon atWestfordborder. Most ofthis pig farmis in Westford. TheActon
parcelis 140acres. Accordingto the 2002OSRPagolf courseis beingconsidered.

EsterbrookRoad
Properties

The housesincludethe Dustonhouse(ca. 1750),Addison Wheelerhouse(ca. 1800),
Spring Hill Farm/Edwardshouse(ca. 1750)andfarmhouseat 366PopeRoad.

Forbes-MorrisonFarm
116Morrison Rd.

Historic farm, agriculturallandscape,monumentandcellarhole. IceHousePondwith
stonebridgeabutmentsandice housefoundation. Recentlydocumentedon MHC
inventory forms.

Route2 Gateway
Agricultural Fields *

Route2

ScenicfarmlandvistasalongRoute.2 (MassachusettsAvenue). Acton’s gatewaywith
importantviews. 122 acres(DOC) in Acton westof theConcordline. Includesfields
of crops,alsohorsestablesfor StatePolice.

StonefieldFarm *

91 Martin St.
Also known asSimeoneFarm. SouthActon at Stowborder. About 64 acresof large
working farm with scenicvistas.
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StoneChamber 1 Above NashobaBrook in NorthActonon town conservationland. Most likely a
remnantfrom an historic farm; howeversomeaskwhetherit mayrepresentaNative
Americanceremonialsite. Its stabilizationhasbeenfundedby Community
Preservationfunds; assessmentby a professionalarchaeologistis presentlyongoing.

Burial Grounds and Cemeteries

Forest(North)
Cemetery
CarlisleRd.

Only ½ acreandfully used. EstablishedasaHealdfamily cemeteryprior to 1737.

Mt. Hope Cemetery
CentralSt.

Establishedin 1848,the cemeteryhas85.75acresof whichonly 15 aredeveloped.

WoodlawnCemetery
ConcordRd.

Establishedin 1737 with a ½ acredonationof landby NathanRobbins. By the l890s
it hadgrown to 12 acres. Now 70.5 acresof whichonly 25 acreshavebeenused. Has
achapel(78ConcordRd.)

Civic

ActonCenter
Main St.

NR, LHD. Civic centerfeaturingtown buildingsandmonumentsalonglinearTown
CommonandMain StreetsuchasTownHall (1862),PublicLibrary (1889),
CongregationalChurch(1846/1898),residences,onecommercialproperty,Captain
IsaacDavisMonument(1851graniteobeliskwith burialvault), crossingof the
CaptainIsaacDavis Trail (NR), MeetinghouseHill andArboretum.

EastActonVillage
GreatRd. (Rt. 2A/l 19)

Linear village c. 1800-early
20

t5 centuryon major ~ centuryhighwaynorth to NH.
Residences,taverns& hotels,formermill complexsite, railroaddepotsiteandearly
2O~”centurystation masterhouse.

SouthActon Village *

Main, School,River,
High, CentralSts.

LHD. Known earlyas Mill Corner. Intersectionof Main andSchoolis known alsoas
South ActonSquareor Quimby Square.Locationof formermills, Jones-Faulkner
House(1707-NR),JonesTavern(1732/ l8l8-NR), ExchangeHail (l860-NR)Fort
PondBrook with mill ponds,damsandremnantmills, railroads(1844, 1854)and
Erikson’s grain mill. Fort PondBrook runsalongthesouthside of School andRiver
Streets.

WestActon Village
MassachusettsAve. and
sidestreets

LHD. Commercial(onMassAve / RouteIll) andresidential(Arlington Street,
CentralandWindsorAvenues)village with small common,threechurchesand
railroadcrossing. Viewslooking eastandwest alongMassachusettsAvenueareof
note.

Industrial

NorthActon Quarry
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RobbinsMill +
WheelerLane

Mill remnants,dame/causewayandsluiceways.

SouthActon Village
Mill Remnants+
RiverandHigh Sts.

SitesalongFt. PondBrook. One 1902wire ferrulefactoryat 81 RiverSt.

WestActon
CentralSt.

Remainingmanufacturingbuildingsandwarehousesfrom 19th-eariy2O°’-C. wooden
pail factory, etc.

Institutional

Acton Woman’s Club
504Main St.

Originally built asachapelfor theEvangelicalCongregationalSocietyin 1829,it then
wasconvertedto atwo-family housein themid

19
t5 centurywhen someof theGreek

Revival featuresweremodified andadded. In 1924 thebuilding wastakenoverby the
Woman’sClub.

Citizen’sLibrary
21 WindsorAve.

LHD, partof WestActonVillage. Ca. 1840GreekRevival cape. Built asthehome
of PhineasWetherbeewho lived herefrom pre 1856 until his deathin 1894. He wasa
farmer, selectmanandbenefactorof Citizen’s Library thathehelpedfoundin 1883 as
arentallibrary. He bequeathedhis houseto the Library thatwasestablishedhere in
1900. The first collection wastheFarmersClub Library.

Minuteman Building
12 WindsorAve.

LHD, partof WestActon Village. ConstructedastheWestActon Fire Stationin 1903
by local builder,John S. Hoar. It servedasafire stationuntil 1957. Now it is the
homeof theActonMinutemanCompany,thusknownastheMinutemanBuilding.

Schoolhouses ExamplesareOld North Schoolhouseon Harris Streetandoneon SpruceSt.

Miscellaneous

Historic Markers Historic markersthat tell story of developmentsuchas1895 Blanchard,Davisand
Robbinsmemorialboulders. Historic markersareconsideredanimportantpart of the
landscaperecallingActon’s history.

StoneWalls Along roadsandin fields. A seriesof parallelstonewallsin Wheeler’sLanearea.
This is listedasan issuediscussedat the HLI meeting. A wall alongthe S. Acton
commuterlot may remainfrom the originalboundsof theSimonWillard grant/Iron
Work Farm.

StoneTroughs Threestonewateringtroughs,oneat eachvillage: Acton Center,SouthActonand
WestActon.

Natural

Glacial Esker jA geologicalfeaturein Acton Arboretumandat Wills HoleConservationArea.
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Open SpacefParks

Acton Arboretum
TaylorRd.

At Acton Center. Approximately63 acresof town-ownedlandwith woodland,old
appleorchard,esker,bog,pondandmeadowat thetown center. IncludestheCraigin
Housefoundation. SeeCivic.

- CampActon
PopeRd.

FormerBoy Scoutlandadjacentto Spring Hill ConservationArea. Fine trees
includinga groveof 100-yearold pines.

Foster StreetOpen
Land
9 FosterSt. (behind)

Landbehind9 FosterStreetwasagricultural. Now the land is wooded.Thereis an
old stonebridgeandstoneboundarywall. This undevelopedlandis lessthanoneacre
in sizeandis acombinationof thebackof severallots thatfront on School,Craig and
FosterStreets.

GrassyPond
ConservationArea *

NagogHill Rd.

95 acresincluding GrassyPond, meadows,stonewalls,boulderfield, vastredmaple
swampwith boardwalkandaccessto pond. Ownedby thetown andmanagedby
Acton ConservationCommissionandActon LandStewardshipCommittee.

GreatHill
School St.

Currently 184 acres,beganwith approximately50 acresdonatedto thetown when the
100-acreSpringHill Farmon PopeRoadwaspurchasedandminimally developedby
neighborswho deed-restrictedeachof approximatelysix lots in an effort to reduceand
retarddevelopmentandto preservethearea’srural ambience.Uponthefirst 25 acres
wasbuilt the now 400 acresof preservedwildlife habitatthatformActon’s largest
protectednaturalarea. A newtrail hasbeenrecentlycutto highlight adensegrid of
rockpiles.

GugginsBrook Area
Rt, 111

About 56 acresof excellentwildlife viewingarea,createsgreenwaywith Idylwilde
Farmsland, JenksConservationland andWaterDistrict land. The GugginsBrook
ConservationArea is ownedandmanagedby the Acton ConservationCommission.
MoheganRoad,SummerStreet,Jenkslandandwaterdistrict adjacentto Idylwilde
Farm.

Heath Hen Meadow
RobbinsSt.

Approximately99 acresthat include redmapleswamp. Adjoins Mt. HopeCemetery
andFort PondBrook wetlands.Ownedby thetown andmanagedby Acton
ConservationCommission.

MeetinghouseHill
Main St. & Nagog Hill
Rd.

NR, LHD. A park at oneendof Acton CenterHistoric District whereActon’s first
meetinghousestood. Capt.IsaacDavisTrail cutsthroughthepark.

NagogHill
NagogHill Rd.

The ConservationAreais 158 acresconnectedto GrassyHill ConservationAreaby a
trail. Farmfields, pond,stonewalls. Egg Rockis in NagogHill ConservationArea
whichis ownedby the town andmanagedby the ActonConservationCommission.

NashobaBrook
ConservationArea
DavisRd., WheelerLn.

128acresconnectedto SpringHill andCampActonby trails. Theentire areais about
500 acesofpristine riverineecosystem,historic stonechamber(seeArchaeology) and
pencil factory,largegreenwaycorridor.

Town Common
Main St.

LineargrassedcommonalongMain St. at Acton Centerfrom Concord/Newtown
Roadsto NagogHill Road,with landscapedtriangle/monumentgroundsat westend.
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Town Forest-Wills
Hole
Off Route2

Approximately90 acresincluding aquakingbog (Wills Hole) and historic granite
quarry(seeindustrial). Partof TownForest(49acres)waspurchasedby the town in
1943,the restmuch later in the l960sand 1970s.

WetherbeeStreet
Woods *

WetherbeeSt.

Known as the Moritz land. Partof the Route2 vista andgatewayto Acton. A
combinationof woodsandfields adjacentto WetherbeeConservationLand andDOC
agriculturalfields.

Residential

Addison WheelerHouse
PopeRoad

Mr. Masonlived in this antiquefarmhousein theearly l900s,anddrovethehorse-
drawnbargeto takethechildrento school. This housewasunderaPR whichwasto
extendfor anothertwelveyears. However,therestrictionwasremovedfromthe house
(not thebarn)prior to placingthepropertyon the market.

Apartments in West
Acton
265-271Arlington St.

In West Acton LHD. Building complexon thecornerof CentralandArlington Streets
built in ca. 1900 asa four family — oneof first apartmentsbuilt for mill workers.

Jones-FaulknerHouse
÷
5 High St.

NR. In SouthActonLHD. Hasbeenreferredto in thepastand in theNR listingas
theFaulknerHomestead.Propertyis importantnot only for its 1707 housebut also for
the six acresof openspacewith somehistoric landscapefeatures.

HosmerHouse
300 Main St.

NR. Known astheJonathanandSimon HosmerHouseit wasbegunin 1760 by
JonathanHosmerandaddedto in 1797 by whichtime it wasa6-bay,2-family house
with two separateentranceson themain facade. Known in

20
t5 centuryasTwin

ChestnutFarm. Now the Acton Historical Society.

Isaac DavisHouse
HaywardRd.

Thehousein whichIsaacDavislived on April 19, 1775 whenhe marchedto Concord
is on this largeopenlot whichhasbeenthe meetingplacefor the yearlymarchto
Concordfor thereenactment.A largestonebouldermarkeron thepropertynotesthis
historicalfact.

“Lotiery” Houses
GreatRd., Main St.,
NagogHill Rd.

In the I 790swhen HarvardUniversity wasraisingfundsto build StoughtonHall it ran
alottery. Abel Conantpurchasedoneticket for $5 and split it four wayswith his
neighbors.This wasa winning ticket, thustheproceedswere split four waysandeach
winnerbuilt ahouse. All four lottery housesremain:theConantHouse(562 Main
Street,1793)wasunderwayandprobablywasexpandedwith Conant’slottery
winnings; theJohnRobbinsHouse(NR, 144GreatRoad,1799-1800);theAbraham
SkinnerHouse(140 NagogHill Road,1796)andCalvin HeywoodHouse,now 160
GreatRd.

Maple StreetHouses First subdivision in Actonlaid out in 1860 by ElnathanJones,Jr andFrancisConant
andreferredto as “New EnglandVillage” with streettrees(maples)andstone
sidewalks. Manyof houseswererentedto workersin SouthActonbusinessesand
industries.

MeadHouse
Wright Terrace

The 1911 Craftsmanstyle GeorgeV. MeadHouseon Wright Terraceis situatedon a
largelot of 16 acres.
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Miller Farm — Station
Master House *

737 Main St.

Linked to a40B project, plansfor whichincludeddemolitionof thehouse. Now
proposedto bemovednearbyon theexpandedproperty.

SchoolStreet
Neighborhood+
SchoolSt.

WindsorAvenue
Neighborhood

SouthActon, most within LHD. A residentialstreetproviding housingfor mill
workersandownersafter the railroadarrivedin 1844. Workers,housesareon south
sideof streetwhile local businessownersandmill owners’housesareon northsideof
street.

~.In WestActonVillage LHD. Late 19 centuryVictoriandwellings,manydesignedby
JohnHoar,Jr.

Wright-Holden
Farmhouse +
Route2

Eastcornerof WetherbeeStreeton Route2 (MassachusettsAvenue). Ownedby the
StateDepartmentof Correctionaspartof theprisonfarm. Vacantandin disrepair.
Attemptson thepart of anActonresidentto rentit andfix it up areapparentlystalled.

Transportation

AssabetRiverRail
Trail +

Follows the mid I 850sMarlboroughBranchRailroad,whichclosedfor servicein
1980. Line crossesFt. PondBrook andthemill pond on an old bridge; othersurviving
features(off Maple St.) includegranite-blockremainsof aroundtable. The 1.1 mile
sectionof thetrail in Actonwill extendfrom theMaynardborderto South Acton
village.

Brook Street+ Upperpartof Brook Streetis borderedby openConantland with avegetableplot and
small tree farmanda crossingof NashobaBrook wheretherearewoodsanddam
remnantsof a small 19* centurypencil factory. Partof the ConantLandPriority
HeritageLandscape

Capt. IsaacDavis Trail NR. A walking trail that memorializesthe minutemen’smarchto Concordon April
19, 1775, Followed everyPatriot’s Dayby ActonMinutemen,scoutsandlocal
walkers.

CartPath
107 ConcordRd.

Thecartpathis betweenConcordRoadandAlcott Street.

Penn CentralRailroad!
Bruce FreemanRail
Trail

Historically this wastheFraminghamandLowell RailroadRail trail of 4.6 linearmiles
thatwasOld Colony(1872), laterPennCentral. Lower sectionfollows theeastsideof
NashobaBrookthroughEastActon. Funding wasappropriatedat Spring2006TM for
designof rail trail.

Waterbodies

AssabetRiverandDam Southeastcornerof Acton. Partof this largeriver andits
19

t5 centurygranitestep-
damarevisible from Old High StreetandPowdermill RoadandbehindConcord
Rental. Accessfrom Old High Street. Thereis a canoelanding/access,potential for
scenicriverwalk.
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Fort PondBrook + Flows throughwesternand southernpartof Actonto the Concordline. Westof Rte.
27/ southandeastof railroadarebroadwetlands(formerhaymeadows);1701 Jones
millpond with 1848dam at South ActonVillage; middle sectioneastof Rte. 27 has
remnantsof otherfactorydams,stone-archedbridgeof railroad. In southeastportion
nearConcordline thebrookandsurroundingmarshlandareimportant. (Popular
fishing area.)

GrassyPond+
NagogHill Rd.

Includingthewetlands.Someof pond is within the areaandmuchof thebordering
land is private. BetweenNagogHill andNewtown Roads.

Ice HousePond
ConcordRd.

This four-acrepond is an impoundmentof NashobaBrooknorth of ConcordRoad. Ice
washarvestedhereuntil ca. l950s. The pondwasdredgedin 1995.

Nagog Pond* This is a GreatPondwith animportantwatershedasit is Concord’swatersupply. The
side of thepond in Littleton is developedwhile thepart in Acton remainswooded.
Importantviewsoverthepond from 2A/l 19 (GreatRoad)on theeastandNagogHill
Roadon the west.

NashobaBrook* Flows from Westfordin asoutheasterlydirectionto Ft. PondBrook andtheAssabet
River. Most visible areasbeginningat I 8~’centurymill site at WheelerLaneto former
pencil-factorysitenorthof GreatRoad, thenbelowGreatRoadto IceHousePond.
Moderndamat ConcordRoad;

18
t5~and l9th~centurymill sites downstreameastof

ConcordRd (SeeCampActon, MorrisonFarmandRobbinsMill.)
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1. Agricultural Fielda - Ri 2 gateway
2- conant Land
3. Grasay Pond & Bog
4. Miller Farm
5. Moritz Land
6. Nagog Pond
7. Nashoba Brook
B. Siweone Farm
g South Acton Village
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