QUICK STATISTICS ON ELEMEMTARY SCHOOL SPACES:

Assuming Acton does not build new teaching space, that is holding steady at 297,500 sqft, and if the projected enrollment numbers are accurate:

YEAR              ELEMENTARY  STUDENTS           SQFT/STUDENT

2005                              2,516                                               118

2006                              2,518                                               118

Projections 11/06        Projections 11/06                            Projections 11/06           

2007                              2,489                                                120

2008                              2,427                                                123

2009                              2,380                                                125

2010                              2,299                                                129

2011                              2,187                                                136

2012                              2,148                                                139

2013                              2,092                                                142

2014                              2,035                                                146

2015                              2,014                                                148

Neighbors’ Elementary Statistics:           Acton Elementary Statistics:

Concord (PK-5) = 167 sqft/student         Douglas (K-6) = 94 sqft/student

Carlisle(K-8) = 158 sqft/student              Gates (K-6) = 110 sqft/student

Littleton(PK-5) = 172 sqft/student          Conant (K-6) = 120 sqft/student

Boxborough(PK-6) = 134 sqft/student    Merriam (K-6) = 122 sqft/student

Maynard(PK-8) = 235 sqft/student          McCTown(K-6) = 138 sqft/student

Though these numbers do not compare exact configurations of elementary schools, it is a good representation of similarly aged students and their respective space by town.  District numbers are also available but show an even wider gap between Acton and its neighbors.

· Currently 97% of all schools in the Commonwealth have more sqft/ student than in the Acton school system. 154 sqft is the state average for elementary schools. New building guidelines use 180 sqft.

· 48% of Massachusetts schools have built new or renovated their square footage in the last 15 years. The State therefore concludes that school systems, overall, are doing a good job of providing permanent square footage.

Sources: Enrollment projections  from the 11/06 Report to A/B School Committee.  Square footage numbers from the 4/06   
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