
Commentsto BOS attheiroversightmeetingonMonday,June4 at 7:45 p.m.

Mr. Chairman:

My nameis SteveBaran,andI chairtheboardoftheActon Council on Aging. Gena
Manalanis our Vice Chairman.Someof ourBoardmembersareheretonight. I will ask
themto standalongwith Gena.

We areably supportedby JeanFleming,theCOA Director,andher verycompetentand
productivestaff, andtheFriendsof theCouncil on Aging whoimplementtheCOA
missionbyprovidingfinancialsupport.

Thepurposeofourbeingherethis eveningis to respondto your requestto reporton a
coupleof issuesof importance:ourneedsassessmentsurveyandtheSeniorCenter
feasibility study.

Survey:Theneedsassessmentsurveydesignincorporatedquestionsfrom ourboardand
staffandfrom othergroupsservingtheseniorpopulation— thePublicHealthNursing
Service,theFriendsof theCouncil on Aging, theRecreationDepartment,andBoardof
Selectmen.A draftversionoftheresultsis beingreviewedby theBoard, andwe look
forwardto sharingresultswith you andtherestofthecommunitybeforelong.

Thesurveywill pointthewaytowardfurtherprogramplanning,outreachandpublic
relationsactivitiesduring this comingyear.Indeed,manyof thesurveyfindings are
alreadybeingimplemented:

• Classesin beginningSpanish,Germanoperaandclassicalmusic

• A pilot programto assesstheneedsof seniorsin Actonsubsidizedhousing

• Newsletterssentby emailonly ratherthanby regularmail to thoserequestingit

• New strategiesfor increasingour lunchtimemealsiteparticipation

SeniorCenterFeasibilityStudy:Thecurrentsite is operatingatfull capacity.Lackof
sufficientparkingand indoorspacecontinuesto constrainthenumberandtypesof
programswe canoffer. With amaximumof 32 level parkingspaces,safetyand
accessibilitybecomeparticularlyacutein thewintermonths,

In constructingarationalefor requestingthefeasibility study,wewerestruckby the
demographicsdriving it: From abaselineof 2,000+seniorsin 1994,theyeartheSenior
Centerwasbuilt; wehavegrownto 3,086andareprojecting3,380seniorsby 2,010, a
59%increasefrom whentheSeniorCenteropened.1
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We would like to participatein thefeasibility study. In additionto theparkingissue,there
areparticularareasofconcernwe would like to seeaddressedincluding:

• A largerentrance/receptionareaallowing betterflow to officeand programareas

• Office spaceaffordingprivacyfor sensitiveconsultations,for example,when

financialdisclosuresaremadewhile applyingfor fuel or othertypesofassistance.

• Exercisespacewith appropriateflooring for meetingsafetyconcerns.

• Spacefor durablemedicalequipment(walkers,commodesandshowerchairs)

storedin basement.Currentaccessthroughexteriorbulkheaddoorsis unsafe,

especiallyin thewinter months- adequatestoragespaceon thefirst floor aswell

In conclusion,I would like to expressourcommitmentto makeour efforts with andon
behalfof seniorscontinueto be partof a community-wideeffort. This is reflectedin our
surveydesignwhichconsideredtheinterestsof communitystakeholders.Weilness
Universityis anotherexample.This recentCOA joint educationalprojectwith theBoard
ofHealth,PublicHealthNursing Service,RecreationDepartment,andEmersonHospital
addressedthehealthandwellnessneedsofthoseaged50 and older.Thus,weareletting
thebabyboomergenerationknowthatwearepreparedto welcomethemwhenthey
become60.

Thankyou for yourearnestattention.
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How we’ve doneit.

This greatvarietyofclassesandprogramsis only possiblethroughthe ongoingsupport
ofourgenerousdonors.

ANNUAL APPEAL to ACTON SENIORS
$6705 150gifts

THE UNITED WAY OF ACTON AND BOXBOROUGH
$2000

APPEAL TO ACTON BUSINESSES
$1400

For the first timethis year,we sentanappealletterto Actonbusinesses.We gratefully
acknowledgethe following Acton businessesfor their generoussupport ofourwork on

behalfofActon seniors:

Gallant InsuranceAgency, Inc.
AAA Southern NewEngland

RocheBrothers
ActonMonument Co., Inc Acton FuneralHome

Sorrento’s Pizzeria MiddlesexSavingsBank
Worker’s Credit Union Acton Pharmacy

Village Hair Stylist Richard P. O’Brien, Jr.
Acton Ford, Inc.

CHURCHES and CWIC GROUPS
$1250

Aeton Congregational Church Acton Lions Club

ACTON SENIOR QUILTERS and theONE-STROKE PAINTING CLASSES
$ 1069 in raffle ticket salesofquilt, mailbox andslate

We sendourthanksto all who helped supportourwork, mostespeciallyto you who
respondedgenerouslyto ourappeal to Acton’s seniors. As youcansee,this is the largest
single sourceofour income. If you havenot yet madeyour gift, pleaseknow that the
needis ongoingas wenow plan for a wide variety ofofferings for the fall. Pleasemake
your tax-deductiblegift to: Friends oftheActon COA andsend it to: Friends ofthe Acton
COA P0Box 2006;Acton, MA 01720-6006.Thank you.
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Friends ofthe Acton Council on Aging Year-endReport

June 30 marks the end ofour fiscal yearand weareinitiating an annualreport which we
will distribute with the June issueofthe Acton SeniorNewsletter. We hopethis will let
all ofyou get to know us and ourwork better.

What we’vedonethis year

CLASSES(wefully fund eachofthe following classes)

Watercolor
Water Media

One-Stroke Painting
Opera
French
Spanish
Bridge
Balance

Genealogy
Cookingfor One
Pool/Billiards

Great Religionsofthe World
Compare and Contrast: ClassicalComposers

PROGRAMS (we fully or partially find eachoftheseprograms)

Men’s andWomen’s Breakfasts
Crafts Workshops

Holiday Tea
Volunteer Appreciation Program

Indian Luncheon and Cultural Program
ChineseLuncheonandCulturalProgram

TRIPS(weunderwriteaportionofeachtrip)

NewportRail and Sail

Lowell Spinners
CulinaryArchivesMuseum

Museumof Lighthouse History
BSO Rehearsals

EdavilleR.R.
R.l. Flower Show
Wright Museum

Tall Ships .


