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Roland Bartl

From: Roland Barll
Sent: Friday, June 08, 2007 148 PM
To: John Murray, Brent Reagor; Don Johnson; Doug Hallsy; Garry Rhodes; Tom Tidman

Sublect: RE: ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA COAKLEY REACHES $350,000 SETTLEMENT WITH
ACTON COUNTRY CLUB OWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER WITHDRAWALS

Wost likely not a viclation of the Planning Board's special permit. The Planning Board's decision staid away from
withdrawal limits, thus deferring to DEP.

Foland Bardl AI0P

Planning Diracion, Town of Acton
472 Main Sireat

Ackan, MA GT726

G7R.264-9636

From: John Murray

Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2007 3:45 PM

To: Brent Reagor; Don Johnson; Doug Halley; Roland Bartl; Garry Rhodes; Tom Tidman

Subject: RE: ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA COAKLEY REACHES $350,000 SETTLEMENT WITH ACTON
COUNTRY CLUB OWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER WITHDRAWALS

Is this a viclation of any of our permit conditions?

John

From: Brent Reagor

Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2007 9:45 AM

Yo: Don Johnsor; John Murray; Doug Halley; Roland Barll; Garry Rhodes

Subject: FW: ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA COAKLEY REACHES $350,000 SETTLEMENT WITH ACTON
COUNTRY CLUB CWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER WITHDRAWALS

FYI

Brent L. Reagor, K5
Dieputy Director

Acton Health Department
472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

{978 264-9634

From: Webbar, Margaret (DEP) Imailio:Margaret.Webber@stale. ma.us]

Sent: Thursday, June (17, 2007 8:55 AM

To: Brent Reagor

Sublech: FW: ATTORNEY GENERAL MAHRTHA COAKLEY REACHES $350.000 SETTLEMENT WITH ACTON
COUNTRY CLUS OWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER WITHDRAWALS
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From: Kickham, Barbara {DEP)

Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2007 8:52 AM

To: Webber, Margaret (DEP)

Sublect: FW: ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA COAKLEY REACHES $350,000 SETTLEMENT WITH ACTON
COUNTRY CLUB OWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER WITHDRAWALS

dMargo
let me know if you see this is your local paper.

From: Coletts, Edmund (DEP)

Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2007 3:44 PM

To: Pigsley, Marylude (DEP); Anderson, Paul {DEP); Kickham, Barbara (DEP); Bostwick, Robert (DEP)
Co: Suuberg, Martin (DEP)

Subject: FW: ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA COAKLEY REACHES $350,000 SETTLEMENT WITH ACTON
COUNTRY CLUB OWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER WITHDRAWALS

EYl.. The AG's press office just issuad the Quail Ridge press release. Thanks for your helpon it

Ed
E} THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
ONE ASHBURTON PLACE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108
(617)727-2200
WWW.ago.state.ma.us
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MEDIA CONTACT:
Jumne 5, 2667 Amie Breion

{617y 727-2543

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA COAKLEY REACHES 3350000 SETTLEMENT
WITH ACTON COUNTRY CLUB OWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER
WITHDRAWALS

BOSTON--Today, Attorney General Martha Coakley and Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (MassDEP) Acting Commissioner Arleen O"Donnell reached &
$350,000 settlement agreement with Quail Ridge Country Club LLC, the corporate owner of a
160 acre golf course and country club located in Acton. According to the complaint, Quail Ridge
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allegedly violated the Massachusetts Water Management Act (MWMA) and a 2003
Administrative Consent Order with MassDEP by withdrawing significantly more water from iis
on-site wells to irrigate the golf course than the law allows and without obtaining the required
permit from MassDEP.

“All across the Commonwealth our diminishing water resources are being endangered by
misuse,” said Attorney General Coakley. “This settlement marks a significant step in our effort to
protect those resources while ensuring that we can sustain reasonable and intelligent future
development.”

As part of the settlement agreement, the company will pay a $200,000 civil penaliy.
Additionally, Quail Ridge will fund a $150,000 Supplemental Environmental Project, scheduled
to begin in July 2008, Data from the project will be used to develop plans to reduce pollution and
ensure that adequate water remains in the Assabet River o support a healthy aquatic ecosystem
and promote public enjoyment of river resources. The research project will be conducted by the
Organization for the Assabet River (OAR), an environmental organization that was formed in
1986 and serves 177,000 residents of the 21-town Assabet River watershed. CAR uses science-
based advocacy to implement its mission of preserving, protecting and enhancing the Assebet
River, its tributaries and the watershed.

Usnder the MWMA, water withdrawals must not exceed an average daily volume of more
than 100,000 gallons per day during its peak 90 day-period (equivalent to 9 million gallons);
unless the user has obtained 2 permit from the MassDEP. According to the company’s own
records, Quail Ridge withdrew as much as 12 to 13 million gallons of water from the wellsin a
90-day period during the years 2005 and 2006. Records also show that during those vears the
company exceeded daily water withdrawal limits on more than 300 occasions. The complaint
further alleges that Quail Ridge failed o properly monitor stream flow in the Nagog Brook, which
is part of the Nashoba River Basin that includes the Assabet River.

“Failure to comply with our requirements for responsible water use resulted in violations
and significant penalties for Quail Ridge,” said MassDEP Acting Commissioner Arleen
O’ Donnell. “MassDEP appreciates working with the Attorney General’s Office in bringing this
case, and we are gratified that the settiement inchudes an environmental project that will benefit
the impacted watershed.”

This case was handled by Assistant Attorney General Fred Augenstern of Attorney
General Coskley’s Environmental Protection Division, with assistance from MaryJude Pigsley,
Barbara Kickham, Paul Anderson, and Robert Bostwick of MassDEP’s Central Regional Office.

HiH
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSET,

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

ONE ASHBURTON PLACE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

MARTHA COAKLEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL {617)y727-2200
www.ago.state.ma.us
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MEDIA CONTACT:
June 5, 2007 Amie Breton

(617) 727-2543

ATTORNEY GENERAIL MARTHA COAKLEY REACHES $350,000 SETTLEMENT
WITH ACTON COUNTRY CLUB OWNER FOR EXCESSIVE WATER
WITHDRAWALS

BOSTON--Today, Attorney General Martha Coakley and Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (MassDEP) Acting Commissioner Arleen O’Donnell reached a
$350,000 settlement agreement with Quail Ridge Country Club LLC, the corporate owner of a
160 acre golf course and country club located in Acton. According to the complaint, Quail Ridge
allegedly violated the Massachusetts Water Management Act (MWMA) and a 2003
Administrative Consent Order with MassDEP by withdrawing significantly more water from its

on-site wells to irrigate the golf course than the law allows and without obtaining the required
permit from MassDEP.

“All across the Commonwealth our diminishing water resources are being endangered by
misuse,” said Attorney General Coakley. “This settlement marks a significant step in our effort

to protect those resources while ensuring that we can sustain reasonable and intelligent future
development.”

As part of the settlement agreement, the company will pay a $200,000 civil penalty.
Additionally, Quail Ridge will fund a $150,000 Supplemental Environmental Project, scheduled
to begin in July 2008. Data from the project will be used to develop plans to reduce pollution and
ensure that adequate water remains in the Assabet River to support a healthy aquatic ecosystem
and promote public enjoyment of river resources. The research project will be conducted by the
Organization for the Assabet River (OAR), an environmental organization that was formed in
1986 and serves 177,000 residents of the 21-town Assabet River watershed. OAR uses science-

based advocacy to implement its mission of preserving, protecting and enhancing the Assebet
River, its tributaries and the watershed.
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Under the MWMA, water withdrawals must not exceed an average daily volume of more
than 100,000 gallons per day during its peak 90 day-period (equivalent to 9 million gallons),
unless the user has obtained a permit from the MassDEP. According to the company’s own
records, Quail Ridge withdrew as much as 12 to 13 million gallons of water from the wells in a
90-day period during the years 2005 and 2006. Records also show that during those years the
company exceeded daily water withdrawal limits on more than 300 occasions. The complaint
further alleges that Quail Ridge failed to properly monitor stream flow in the Nagog Brook,
which is part of the Nashoba River Basin that includes the Assabet River.

“Failure to comply with our requirements for responsible water use resulted in violations
and significant penalties for Quail Ridge,” said MassDEP Acting Commissioner Arleen
O’ Donnell. “MassDEP appreciates working with the Attorney General’s Office in bringing this

case, and we are gratified that the settlement includes an environmental project that will benefit
the 1impacted watershed.”

This case was handled by Assistant Attorney General Fred Augenstern of Attorney
General Coakley’s Environmental Protection Division, with assistance from MarylJude Pigsley,
Barbara Kickham, Paul Anderson, and Robert Bostwick of MassDEP’s Central Regional Office.

HHfiEH



