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March 31, 2008

BoardofSelectmen
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Re:SPSP# 02/19/03-3888
60 PowderMill Road
AutoplexRealty,LLC
5235,b26

DearBoardMembers:

Thepurposeofthis letteris to presenta summaryofmy meetingswith TownStaffsince
thismatterwaslastdiscussedby theBoardandto presentapossibleresolutionofthis
matterthatis acceptableto ourclient.

Thehistoryoftheconnectionbetween56 and60 PowderMill Roadwassummarizedin
Mr. Bartl’s letterofDecember21, 2007.

It shouldbenotedthattherampshownon the initial siteplanwasto provideameansof
shuttlingcarsby employeesat low speedsbetweenthetwo propertiesin theeventsuch
movementswerefoundto bedesirableandfrequent.Our client’s experiencehasfound
themovementofvehiclesbetweenthesiteshasbeenvery infrequentandthatthe
provisionofarampis undesirable.

TheZoningBylaw under6.9.6.2requiresfortheconnectionof all parkingfacilities,by a
commondriveway,unlesstheBoardfinds thatphysicalconstraints,presentsite
constraints,oruncooperativeabuttersprecludesstrict compliance.

The.bylaw doesnot specificallyrequirethat afire lanebe constructed.Mr. Barti did state
atthe endofourlastmeetingthat aspartof SitePlanApproval theBoardcouldrequirea
FireLaneto be constructed. ;

Duringmy meetingwith Mr. Barti theenclosedplanshowingthatthe existingparkinglot
hassufficientroom to allowa SU30 [a thirty foot longvehicle] to enterthesite,backup
andleavethe site,with ease.

Notingthattheparkingofvehiclesin vehiclesalesandrepairfacilities oftenoccurs
outsideofmarkedspaces,I suggestedthatthe limits oftheshadedareasshownto be
requiredfor theSU 30 turningmovementsbepaintedon the surfaceoftheparkingalong
with wordsFire Lane.
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It is my opinionthatinsuringthat aproperturningareais availableat60 PowderMill
Road‘~ii1lprovideabettersolutionthanrequiringaramponto the56 PowderMill Road
siteasaccessthrough56 PowderMill Roadcouldbeobstructedby avehicleparked
slightly out ofplaceorby improperlyplowedsnow.

I alsonotedthattheonly fire hydrantin this sectionofPowderMill Roadislocatedatthe
intersectionofOld High Streetrequiringa fire truckto drivepastthebuildings[Suzuki,
Moscariello’s,SubaruandPrescottPaint],connectto thefire hydrantandtravel backin
theoppositedirection.

It is my understandingthat Moscariello’s,SubaruandPrescottPaintdo nothavefire
suppressionsprinklers.

Theprovisionofahydrantin front of60 PowderMill Roadwouldallow afire truckto
makearapidconnectionwhenenteringtheareaovertheRoute62 Bridge.Our clientis
willing to install ahydrantin front of 60 PowderMill Road.With ahydrantin front of 60
PowderMill Roadtherewouldbeno needfor afire engineto drive ontothesite.

Mr. Barti deferreda decisionasto thesubstitutionofthedelineationoftheFireLaneand
provisionof afire h~drantfortherampto ChiefCraig.

I thenmetwith ChiefCraigandhehasdeferredthedecisionto theBoard.

As themembershipoftheBoardhaschangedsincetheinitial SitePlanApproval it might
beinformativeto describewhy thisportionofthesitewaselevatedto the extentthat a
rampmustbeconstructedif vehiclesareto passbetween56 and60 PowderMill Road
withoutusingtheTown’sRoad.

• Thesitewith theexceptionofthe areadirectlyadjacenttO PowderMill Roadwas
filled. [byothers]withconstructiondebrisandto achievethetwo foot offset
requiredby StateGuidelinesfor therechargeofstormwaterrunoff from the
parkinglot thesitewasrequiredto beraisedin elevation.

• Rechargewaschosento eliminateadirectdischargeof stormwaterrunoffto the
AssabetRiver. This choicehasbeenconfirmedto becorrectasan endangered

• -species[freshwatermuscles]havebeensincediscoveredin this sectionofthe
AssabetRiver.

• To limit the lossofflood storage[thesouthwesterlyportionofthesiteis within
the100 flood plain oftheAssabetRiver] aretainingwall wasrequiredto be
constructedoffsetfrom andparallelto the60/56 propertyline.

• Theheightoftheretainingwall is four feet.

A rampsuitablefor a fire truckrequiresalengthytransitionzonebetweenthehorizontal
pavementsofthetwo parkinglots, which extendstherampontothe56 PowderMill Road
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propertyandwhileourclientholdsan interestin bothpropertiesheobjectsto the
requiredextensionasit will interferewith snowplowing.

Therampwill alsobeconstructedwithin 100 feetoftheAssabetRiver andwithin its 100
yearflood plain requiringfilings with boththeConservationCommissionandtheZoning
BoardofAppeals.Separatefilings will berequiredfor eachproperty.

Our clientwill agreeto aconditionthatif theBoardunderaSitePlanApproval for 56
PowderMill Roadshouldrequirethat aconnectionbemadebetween56 and60 thathe
will allowandfacilitatetherequiredconnection.

In Summary:

• A fire truckorambulancecanenterandexit the 60 PowderMill Roadsitewith
onesimplebackingmovementto allow it to reenterPowderMill Roadtraveling
forward.

• A Fire lanethrough56 PowderMill Roadcouldbehinderedby vehiclesparked
improperly.

• Theconstructionofarampstructureon 56 PowderMill Roadis objectedto by
theproperty’sownerandwill requirefilings with the ConservationCommission
andBoardofAppeals.

• Our client is willing to paintthelimits of thearearequiredfortheturning
movementsanddesignateit asaFire Lane.

• Our client is willing to installa fire hydrantin front of60 PowderMill Road
whichwill decreasetheresponsetime for fire fighting for notonly 60 Powder
Mill Roadbutothernearbybuildingsthatdo not havefire suppressionspriniders.

• Our clientis willing to dedicatethe arearequiredfor aparkinglot connection
from 56 PowderMill Roadonto60 PowderMill Roadif suchaconnectionis
deemednecessaryundera SiteplanApproval for 56 PowderMill Road.

Verytruly yours,
MarkT. Donohoe,PE

• Acton Survey& Engineering,Inc.

cc: LeOBertolami •

ChiefRobertCraig
RolandBartl, AICP
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