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Christine Joyce

From: Roland Bartl

Sent: Wednesday, April 23, 2008 4:55 PM

To: Steve Ledoux

Cc: Manager Department

Subject: MEPA Notice of Project Change for Concord Rotary - comment

I looked over the NPC for the Concord Rotary project. What I read makes sense and seems to be responsive
indeed to the various bits and pieces of comments that I have heard. That MassHighway has agreed to include
the BFRT crossing into the rotary project should be welcome news.

Curiously, the project limits now also include the Wetherbee Street/School Street intersection with Route 2. I am
not sure if that was included before. But, it begs this question: If the crossing of the BFRT should by any chance
be accomplished with a bridge over Route 2, would it make sense to revisit a cross connection for vehicles at
School and Wetherbee and to route the BFRT that way. Maintaining eastbound Route 2 egress and access at
School Street remains important for the Craig Road industrial park. Westbound egress/access may be nice, too,
but could be perhaps be sacrificed for a cross connection.

Roland Barti, AICP
Planning Director, Town ofActon
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720
978-264-9636

Original Message
From: Roland Bartl
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2008 1:19 PM
To: Board of Selectmen
Cc: Planning Board; Transportation Advisory Committee; TTom Michelman’
Subject: MEPA Notice of Project Change for Concord Rotary

FYI

4/24/2008



FILE COPY
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs I MEPA Office

NPC
Notice of Project Change
The information requested on this form must be completed to begin MEPA Review of a NPC in
accordance with the provisions of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act and its
implementing regulations (see 301 CMR 11.10(1)).

Project Name: Route 2 Reconstruction at Concord Rotary I EOEA #: 12961
Street: Route 2 at Concord Rotary

Municjpality: Concord ~JWatershed: Sucibu ryfAssabetiConcord
Universal Tranverse Mercator Coordinates: Latitude: 42° 46’93”N to 42° 46’40”1’J
Zi 930201 OE 4704476N to 303777E 4703277N Longitude: 71° 40’83”W to 71° 38’80”N
Status of_project construction: 0 %complBte

Proponent: Massachusetts Highway Department
Street: 10 Park Plaza
Municipality: Boston I State: MA Zip Code: 02116
Name of Contact Person From Whom Copies of this NPC May Be Obtained:
Grace Arthur
Firm/Agency: MassHighway Street: 10 Park Plaza, Room 4260
Mucipa~y:Boston State: MA_ [~pCode: 02116
Phone: 617-973-8251 Fax: 617-973-8879 E-mail:

grace.arth~mhd.state.ma.us

In 25 words or less, what is the project change? The project change involves...
Lapse in time (Certificate nearly 5 years old) and minor study area modifications to
address Certificate scope and comment letters.

See full project change description beginning on page 3.

Date of ENF filing or publication in the Environmental Monitor: Febi

Was an EIR required? X Yes ENo: if yes,
was a Draft EIR filed? EYes (Date: ) x No
was a Final EIR filed? EYes (Date: ) x No
was a Single E1R filed? EYes (Date: ) x No

Have other NPCs been filed? DYes (Date(s): ) x No

If this is a NPC solely for ~pse of time (see 301 CMR 11.10(2)) proceed directly to
“ATTACHMENTS & SIGNATURES” on page 4.

For Office Use Only

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs

MEPA Analyst: /2,Gk ~Z4”~I-4S
Phone: 617-626- /~3O

May 2001



PERMITS I FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE! LAND TRANSFER
List or describe all ~ewor modified, state permits, financial assistance, or land transfers not
previously reviewed: none

Are you requesting a finding that this project change is insignificant? (see 301 CMR 1110(6))
E Yes x No; if yes, attach justification.

Are you requesting that a Scope in a previously issued Certificate be rescinded?
Eves x No; if yes, attach the Certificate

Are you requesting a change to a Scope in a previously issued Certificate? EYes
yes, attach Certificate and describe the change you are requesting:

x No; if

Summary of Project Size
& Environmental Impacts

Previously [
reviewed

Net —

]_Change
Currently
Proposed -

LAND
Total site acreage 32.1 acres +11.76

acres
43.86 acres

Acresoflandaltered +8.6to 12.3
acres

+3.16*
acres

~11.76to15.46
acres

Acres of impervious area

Square feet of bordering vegetated

+0.6 to 5.3 acres

1,250 to 6,100 sf

+1.26*
acres
0

+1.86 to 7.16
acres
1250 to 6,100sf

wetlands alteration
Square feet of other wetland alteration 34,000 to 36,500 -

sf Riverfront Area
0

‘

34,000 to 38,500
sf Riverfront Area

Acres of non-water dependent use of none none none
tidelands or watenNays

STRUCTURES
Gross square footage Not Applicable (NA) NA NA —

Number of housing units — NA —

—

NA — NA
Maxim urn height (in feet) NA NA NA

TRANSPORTATION
Vehicle trips per day Route 2 at

Concord Rotary
50,000 vpd

0 vpd Route 2 at
Concord Rotary
50,000 vpd

Parking spaces NA NA NA
WATE

Gallons/day (GPD) of water use
RJWASTEWATER

NA NA NA
CPU water withdrawal NA — NA NA —

GPD wastewater gerieration/ treatment NA NA NA
Length of water/sewer mains (in miles) NA NA NA

* - the changes in land altered and impervious area reflect the inclusion of 5,500’ of the Bruce
Freeman Rail Trail as part of the Route 2 Reconstruction of the Concord Rotary project.
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Does the project change involve any new or modified:
1. conversion of public parkland or other Article 97 public natural resources to any purpose

not in accordance with Article 97? DYes x No
2. release of any conservation restriction, preservation restriction, agricultural

preservation restriction, or watershed preservation restriction? DYes x No
3. impacts on Estimated Habitat of Rare Species, Vernal Pools, Priority Sites of Rare

Species, or Exemplary Natural Communities? DYes x No
4. impact on any structure, site or district listed in the State Register of Historic Place or

the inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets of the Commonwealth?
DYes x No; if yes, does the project involve any demolition or destruction of any listed or

inventoried historic or archaeological resources? Dyes DNo
5. impact upon an Area of Critical Environmental Concern? DYes x No

If you answered ‘Yes’ to any of these 5 questions, explain below:

PROJECT CHAN~DESCRIPTION (attach additional pages as necessary). The project change
description should include:

(a) a brief description of the project as most recently reviewed
(b) a description of material changes to the project as previously reviewed,
(c) the significance of the proposed changes, with specific reference to the factors listed

301 CMR 11.10(6), and
(d) measures that the project is taking to avoid damage to the environment or to minimize

and mitigate unavoidable environmental impacts. If the change will involve modification of any
previously issued Section 61 Finding, include a proposed modification of the Section 61 Finding (or
it will be required in a Supplemental EIR).

See attached project description.
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ATTACHMENTS & SIGNATURES

Attachments:
1. Secretary’s most recent Certificate on this project
2. Plan showing most recent previously-reviewed proposed build condition
3. Plan showing currently proposed build condition
4. Original U.S.G.S. map or good quality color copy (8-1/2 x 11 inches or larger) indicating the
project location and boundaries
5. List of all agencies and persons to whom the proponent circulated the NPC, in accordance with
301 CMR 11.10(7)

Signatures:

~1, 3/o,~ ~ o~~iv~,( ~ ~
Date Signature of Responsible Officer atq’ Signature of pers~n.~~paring

or Proponent NPC (if different frorrt’above)

GraceArthur David Derrig
Name (print or type) Name (print or type)
MassHighway ——_____ EarthTech.Inc.
Firm/Agency Firm/Agency
10 ParkPlaza _______ 300 BakerAvenue,Suite290
Street Street
Boston,MA 02116 Concord,MA 01742
Municipality/State/Zip Municipality/State/Zip
(617) 973-8251 (978)371-4354
Phone Phone
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Route 2 Reconstructionat Concord Rotary

NPC Narrative

Background

TheMassachusettsHighway Department(MassHighway)is proposingtransportation
improvementsto Route2 attheConcordRotaryin Concord. The ConcordRotaryis at
the confluenceof Route2, Route2A/1 19, Barrett’sMill Road andCommonwealth
Avenue.The purposeof the project is to improvethe operatingefficiencyandsafetyof
Route2 within the projectarea. in orderto addressexistingdeficiencies,theproposed
transportationimprovementprojectinvolvesgradeseparatingthelocal andregional
traffic movementsthatcurrentlyfeed into theConcordRotary. The intentof the
proposedgradeseparationis to reducedelaysandimproveair qualityby reducing
congestion,enhancesafetyby reducingconflicting movements,improvelocal accessby
separatingregional andlocal traffic flows, andprovidefor pedestrianandbicycletraffic.

An ENFwas filed by MassHighwayin February,2003. The ENF identifiedthree
alternativedesigns(seeattachments)that the Route2 CitizensAdvisoryCommittee
(CAC) andMassHighwayagreedprovidedthe mosteffectivetraffic operationswith the
leastdisturbanceof naturalandcultural resources.The Route2 CAC is comprisedof
representativesof the Concord,ActonandLincoln Boardsof Selectmen,StateSenators
and StateRepresentativesrepresentingstudyareacommunities,representativesfrom the
MassachusettsStatePolice,MassachusettsCorrectionalinstitute,ExecutiveOffice of
Public Safety,andlocal citizens.

TheSecretary’sCertificateon theENF wasissuedon April 14, 2003. The Certificate
acknowledgedamandatoryrequirementfor thepreparationof anEnvironmentalImpact
Report(EIR), anddirectedfurtheranalysisofthe threealternativespresentedin theENF
to determinea preferredalternative. The Scopecontainedwithin theSecretary’s
Certificateidentifiedwetlands,drainage/waterquality, traffic, air quality, growth/regional
planning,land takings,agriculturalland,openspaceandrecreation,vegetation,historic
resources,visual and aestheticimpacts,hazardouswaste,constructionperiodimpactsand
noiseasspecificresourceareasrequiringfurtheranalysis,in addition to requiringthat
mitigationfor unavoidableimpactsbe identifiedandcommentssubmittedby interested
partiesbe formally addressedaspartof thedraftEIR.

Activity SinceIssuanceof the Secretary’sCertificate

During theperiodbetween,April, 2003,andFebruary,2006,theConcordRotaryproject
appearedas anagendaitemfor eachRoute2 CAC meeting. During thatperiod,
MassHighwayprovidedstatusupdateson theproject.

In February,2006,a Requestfor Response(RFR) wasissuedfor the project,with
responsesdueby theendofMarch, 2006. After reviewoftheRFRs,finalists wereasked
to submittechnicalproposalsby May 25,with consultantinterviewsheld at theendof
June,2006. Theprojectwasawardedat the endof September,2006. Scopeand fee



negotiationsoccurredduring2007,and theprojectapprovalandnoticeto proceedwere
given by MassHighwayin December,2007.

Overthecourseofthe 18 Route2 CAC meetingsheld sincethe issuanceofthe
Secretary’sCertificate,commentsfrom CAC membersand interestedpartiescontinuedto
inform thediscussionandeventualscopeoftheRoute2 Reconstructionat theConcord
Rotary. Itemsassociatedwith intersectionsadjacentto thestudy area,compatibilityof
theRoute2 Rotaryprojectwith thedesignoftheBruceFreemanRail Trail, alternatives
analysisandexplanationsoftheMEPA processwereregulardiscussionpoints at the
quarterlymeetings.

Current Project Status

Thecurrentprojectstudy arealimits (seeattachedfigure) havenotchangedsignificantly
sincethe filing oftheENF and issuanceoftheSecretary’sCertificate, The following
itemswill now beaddressedasa resultofthescopecontainedin theSecretary’s
Certificate,commentletters,orsubsequentcoordinationandcooperationthroughthe
Route2 CAC process:

• In responseto theSecretary’sCertificate,analysisofawildlife crossingatRoute
2 nearNashobaBrook hasbeenincorporatedinto thescopeoftheproject;

• As aresult ofdiscussionsinitiatedattheRoute2 CAC meetings,MassHighway
hasagreedto designthesegmentoftheBruceFreemanRail Trail from
CommonwealthAvenueto WetherbeeStreetaspartof theRoute2
ReconstructionoftheConcordRotary. The Route2 crossingnearNashoba
Brook will be compatiblewith thedesignof thewildlife crossingnotedabove;

• As aresultofdiscussionsinitiated at the Route2 CAC meetings,theproject limits
havebeenextendedto include theBakerAvenue/ElmStreetintersectionto the
eastandtheSchool Streetintersectionto thewest;

• As a resultofdiscussionsinitiated attheRoute2 CAC meetings,therewill be a
secondarystudy areafrom BakerAvenueto WaldenPond(Route126)on Route
2. The studywill reviewthesignal coordinationto identify timing and
interconnectionimprovementsto beconsidered.Thiswork is outsideof the
EIR/EA process.

A robustpublic participationcomponenthasbeenplannedand is underwayaspartofthe
MassHighwayEarlyEnvironmentalCoordinationandProjectDevelopmentprocess. It is
expectedthataDraft EIR will besubmittedto MEPA by theend of2008or early2009 in
orderto accommodatethe 18-monthE1R/EAand25%Designscheduleenvisionedby
MassHighway.




