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IanBowles,Secretary
ExecutiveOffice ofEnvironmentalAffairs
100 CambridgeStreet,9th Floor
Boston,MA 02114

ATTN: NicholasZavolas
MEPA Office

April 9, 2008

NoticeofProjectChange- EOEANo. 12961
Concord— Route2 ReconstructionattheConcordRotary

DearSecretaryBowles:

TheMassachusettsHighwayDepartment(MassHighway)requeststhatthe
commentperiodanddecisiondatefor theaboveNoticeofProjectChangebe
extendedto May 13, 2008andMay 23,2008respectively.

The ConcordBoardofSelectmenwould like to commentontheNoticeofProject
Change.Thisextensionwill givethemtime to reachoutto theircitizensto
provideinputinto theircommentletter.

If you requireany additionalinformationorhaveany questions,pleasedo not
hesitateto call GraceArthur,ProjectManagerat(617)973-8251.

Sincerely,

i;.i~~ a~l
/ Kevin M. Walsh

DirectorofEnvironmentalServices

TEN PARK PLAZA, BOSTON, MA 02116-3969

TELEPHONE: (617) 973-7800 TELEPAX: (617) 973-8040 TDD: (617) 973-7306 ~ W~W.MHD.STATE.MA.US
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Christine Joyce

From: Steve Ledoux

Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2008 7:28 AM

To: Manager Department

Subject: FW: Concord Rotary MEPA NPC comment extension request

For 4/28 agenda

Steven L. Ledoux
Town Manager
472 Main St
Acton, MA 01720
Telephone:(978) 264-9612
Fax: (978) 264-9630

When writing or corresponding, please be aware that the Secretary of State has determined that most email is a
public record and, therefore, may not be kept confidential.

From: Lauren Rosenzweig
Sent: Wednesday, April 09, 2008 5:08 PM
To: Andrew Magee; Dore’ Hunter
Cc: Steve Ledoux
Subject: RE: Concord Rotary MEPA NPC comment extension request

Hi Andy,

Does this need to be discussed at ourApril
28

th meeting?

Lauren

From: Magee, Andy [mailto :amagee©Epsilonassociates.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 09, 2008 1:25 PM
To: bos@acton-ma.gov; Manager Department; terraf
Subject: Concord Rotary MEPA NPC comment extension request

FYI.

Dore’ you may have already seen this. Note the comment response period extension is the first date (May 13th).
The second date (May 23rd) is the date by which the Secretary must make a decision (i.e. 10 days after the close
of the public comment period).

-Andy

No virus foundin this incomingmessage.
Checkedby AVG.
Version: 7.5.5 19 I Virus Database:269.22.11/1368- ReleaseDate:4/9/20084:20PM

No virus found in this outgoingmessage.
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April 14, 2008

SecretaryIanA. Bowles
ExecutiveOffice of EnvironmentalAffairs
Attention:MEPA Office
NicholasZavolas
100 CambridgeSt.
Boston,Massachusetts02114

ProjectName:
Proponent:
Location:
DocumentReviewed:
EOEEANo.
NHESPTracking No.

DearSecretaryBowles:

The NaturalHeritage& EndangeredSpeciesProgram (NHESP) of the MA Division of Fisheries& Wildlife
hasreviewedtheNoticeofProjectChange(NPC) for theRoute2 Reconsiructionat ConcordRotaryin Concordand
Acton. The NPC expandsthe areaof work aroundtheRoute2 rotary in Concordandincludesaddinganother
laneto the bridgecrossingover theAssabetRiver. At this time, the NHESPwould like to offer the following
commentsregardingstate-listedrarespeciesandtheir habitats.

Theproposedprojectis locatedwithin Priority HabitatandEstimatedHabitatof RareSpeciesas indicatedin the
121h Edition of theMassachusettsNaturalHeritageAtlas. Theproposedwork areaand immediatevicinity has
beenmappedashabitatfor thefollowing state-listedspecies:

~‘Sci~nbñ~Namer CommonName ~raxonomic~oup CStatus -

UmberShadowdragon InvertebrateAnimal: Dragonfly

Arrow Clubtail InvertebrateAnimal: Dragonfly

Blanding’sTurtle VertebrateAnimal: Turtle

Thesespeciesandtheir habitatsareprotectedpursuantto the implementingregulationsof MA Endangered
SpeciesAct (MESA) (321 CMR 10.00). The dragonfly specieslisted aboveare dependentupon good water
quality throughouttheir life cycle. They deposittheir eggsin clean waterswherethe aquaticnymphsmay
grow for overa yearbeforeemergingas flying adults. Blanding’sTurtlesareheavily reliant upon wetland
habitats like those found along the AssahetRiver for feeding, breeding,and overwintering. Blanding’s
Turtlesnestwithin open,non-fOresteduplands,andmigrate over long distances(thousandsof feet) as they
move from wetlands to nest sites, and betweenpatchesof suitable wetland habitat. In Massachusetts,

www.massi,’vilcllife.ora~

Neurocorduliaobsoleta

Stijlurusspiniceps

Emijdoideahlandingii

Route2 Reconstructionat ConcordRotary
MassachusettsHighway Department
Concord& Acton, MA
Noticeof ProjectChange(NPC)
12961
08-24317

WayneF. MacCallurn,Director

SpecialConcern

Threatened

Threatened

Mass Wildlife

Division ofFisheriesandWildlife

Field Headquarters,OneRabbitHill Road, Westborough,MA 01581 (508) 389-6300 Fax (508) 389-7896
An Agency of the Deportment ofFisheries,Wild/ui’ & Eni’ii’onmenta/Law Enforcement
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Blanding’sTurtle populationsfacemajor andincreasingthreatsdueto habitatfragmentation,adult mortality
associatedwith road-crossings,andhigh nestfailure rates.

The projectsite is locatedwithin Prioriti~and EstimatedHabitat andreq.~~esreview througha direct filing
with NHESPfor compliancewith the MESA. While the NPC refers to an analysisof a wildlife crossing

structureat Route 2 near NashobaBrook, the NHESP requires additional information concerningthe
proposedbridgeexpansionat Route2 andthe AssabetRiver. Therefore,the proponentshouldalso include
detailedbridge plansandcoiis,,truction-relatedflow impactsas partof the MESA filing to the NHESP. While

~theN1-1ESPhasoutstandingqnestionsregardmgimpactsof the proposedbridgeto water quality and state-
~ l~t&I~ecies,it appearsthesemayberesolvedthiough the MESA reviewprocess

~ ~~se do nothesitateto contaCtEndangeredSpeciesReviewBiologistsMisty-Anne R. Marold at (508) 389-
~ 6~6(misty-annemarold@statemaus) or Audra Valaitis at (508) 389-6386(audravalaitjs@statemaus) with

h.i,y questionsor commentsyoumayhave Thankyou for opportunityto commenton this project

~ejy~.

~ zJ
ThomasW. French,Ph.D.
AssistantDirector

CC: GraceArthur, MassachusettsHighwayDepartment
David Derring,EarthTech,Inc.
ConcordConservationCommission
ActonConservationCommission
ConcordBoardof Selectmen
Acton Boardof Selectmen
ConcordPlanningBoard
Acton PlanningBoard
DEPNortheastRegionalOffice, MEPA Coordinator
DEPCentralRegionalOffice, MEPA Coordinator


