
May 16,2008
File No. 0022-01-01

Mr. DougHalley, Director
ActonBoardof Health
ActonTownHall
472 Main Street
Acton,Massachusetts01720

Subject: NortheastAreaGroundwaterPre-DesignResultsReport
WR GraceChemicalPlantSite
Acton MA

DearDoug:

At your requestwe have conducteda review of the NortheastArea GroundwaterPre-
DesignResultsReportdatedMay 5, 2008preparedby GeoTrans,Inc. for W.R. Grace& Co.
— Conn (“Grace”). Principally the report describesthe potentialfor adverseconsequences
which mightarisewereGraceto initiate remediationof its chemicalcontaminationlocatedin
the “NortheastPlume”. The reportalso describesthe installationandtestingof two new
groundwatermonitoringpoints,MW-06 Dl andMW-06-D2.

PossibleAdverseConsequencesfrom Northeast Plume Remediation

Based on their hydrogeologic model, GeoTrans opined that if the contaminated
groundwaterfrom the NortheastPlumewereto be pumpedout ata rateequalto or greater
than12.5 gallonsper minute,then the gasolinecontaminationfrom the BOC gassesMCP
Site would be mobili2ed and migrate towardsand past the proposedNortheastPlume
extractionpoints.

OTOhasthe following commentson thisissue:

1. Graceshoulddemonstratethata realhydrogeologicconnectionexists betweenthe
proposedextractionwells and the BOG site rather than relying on groundwater
modeling. It is possiblethat a shortdurationpumptestcould resolvewhetherthere
is astrongconnectionor not.

2. Gracedid not describethe potentialfateof the BOG fuel oil contaminationwereit
to be mobili2edby thepumpingof NortheastPlumegroundwater.This information
is neededto assessthe possiblerisksassociatedwith the migrationof the petroleum
hydrocarbons.

3. Since the BOG fuel oil releaseis presentas aLight Non-AqueousPhaseLiquid
(LNAPL), it seemsunlikely that it will be drawn down to greaterdepthsin the
aquifer. GeoTransshouldprovidea more detailedexplanationof how the LNAPL
migrationwill occur.
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MW-6 Dl and D2 Monitoring Well Installation

OTO comment:

1. GouldGeoTrans explainthe variability in thePhotoionizationdatapresentedon the
boringlog for MW-6 D?

Pleaselet usknowif youhavequestionson thesecomments.

Sincerely,
O’Reilly, Talbot& OkunAssociates,Inc.

JamesD. Okun
Principal
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