
 
 

MEMO 
 

Design Review Board 
 

Project: 525 Main Street 
             Acton, MA 

  DRB response to comments from Tim Doncaster, 523 Main Street 
 
Date of Review: December 17th, 2008 
 

1. Mr. Doncaster asked to meet with the DRB to review his concerns re: the 
proposed landscape screening between his property and the proposed 
addition to commercial property at 525 Main Street; he met with the BoS on 
this project, December 15th, 2008.  

 
2. Mr Doncaster presented the email from Municipal Properties Director Dean 

Charter to Lauren Rosenzweig of December 10, 2008. (attached) The DRB 
concurs with this email that Acton Zoning By-law 10.4.3.6 applies in this 
situation and that this by-law should be followed as a condition to issuance of 
Site Plan Special Permit.  The DRB regrets they did not know of the by-law 
previously.  

 
3. The DRB also concurs that “approval be predicated upon the applicant 

providing a landscape plan that complies with 10.4.3.6, drawn and stamped 
by a Registered Landscape Architect prior to issuance of a building permit , 
and that the installation be certified by the same Landscape Architect 

                  and checked by the Town prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit.” 
The DRB recommends that this statement be amended to the Special Permit 
and requests review of this plan at the applicant’s earliest convenience. 

 
4. In further considering the adjacency of the residential neighborhood, the DRB 

recommends that the overall height of the new addition be more consistent 
with the massing of the existing building; e.g. the addition could be rotated 90 
degrees within the building footprint as drawn so that the gable end faced 
Main Street thus presenting a much lower façade to the neighboring property 
which would be easier and less costly, to screen. (We recognize this might 
require reconfiguring of parking currently proposed.) 

 
 
 
The Design Review Board 
Town of Acton, MA 



 


