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Christine Joyce

From: Roland Bartl

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2009 5:08 PM

To: Steve Ledoux

Cc: Manager Department; Stephen Anderson

Subject: zoning articles

Steve:

After the official public hearing yesterday evening, the Planning Board voted to recommend the two attached
zoning articles for inclusion in the Annual Town Meeting warrant.

As you might recall, there was initially a long list of other potential zoning articles. Even the list of articles
advertised for the public was longer. However, none survived the Planning Board except for the two articles
attached. The Planning Board (or at least Greg) will be at the BoS meeting on the 23rd at the scheduled time. I
will be ther, too.

Roland Bartl, AICP
Planning Director
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720
(978) 264-9636

2/20/2009



LI - TRUCK RENTAL AS ACCESSORYUSE.FINAL

DRAFT ZONING ARTICLE 2009-04 AMEND ZONING BYLAW -

(Two-thirds vote) TRUCK RENTAL AS ACCESSORY USE IN
THE LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (LI) DISTRICT

To see if theTown will vote to amendtheZoningBylaw, section3.8.2(AccessoryUsesPermitted
in theOffice, Business,andIndustrialDistricts)by insertinganewsub-section3.8.2.8asfollows:

3.8.2.8 In theLight IndustrialDistrict, therentalof truckswith agrossvehicleweightnot greater
that26,000pounds,providedthat notmorethanfive trucksfor rental useshallbe parked
on-siteat any onetime andthatno suchtruck shall beparkedon site for morethan72
consecutivehours.

or takeanyotheractionrelativethereto.

SUMMARY
This articlemakesaccommodationsfor businessandindustrialtruckrentalsin theLight Industrial
District asan accessoryuseto anotherallowedprincipaluse.TheLight IndustrialDistrict existsin
threelocations:at CraigRoad;at theeastendof River Street;andatthesouthendofMain Street.
Theproposedlimitations on grossvehicleweightrestrictthesizeof rentalvehiclesto mediumduty
trucks. Theproposedlimits on thenumberanddurationof rentalvehiclesparkedon siterestricts
suchaccessoryusesto smallbranchoperationstypically setup to providerentalpick-upsanddrop-
offs aftertelephoneor webappointments.Typically, arental vehicleis deliveredfrom a regional
storagefacility to thebranchlocationin Acton for pick-upby arentalcustomer,and,unlessthereis
an immediatesubsequentrental customerbooked,thevehicleis returnedto theregionalstorage
facility soonaftercustomerdrop-off. This articleis proposedafteran inquirywasmadeby an Acton
warehousingandrentalbusiness(ConcordRental/WarrenRental)that is locatedin theLight
IndustrialDistrict andafterreviewandfavorablerecommendationby theEconomicDevelopment
Committee.

Directinquiriesto: RolandBarti, AICP, PlanningDirector
planning~acton-ma.gov/ (978)264-9636

Selectmanassigned:

Recommendations: Board of Selectmen FinanceCommittee Plannin2 Board



HOUSEKEEPING.F[NAL

DRAFT ZONING ARTICLE 2009-04 AMEND ZONING BYLAW
(Two-thirdsvote) HOUSEKEEPING; MINOR CHANGES

To seeif the Townwill vote to amendthezoning bylawasfollows:

1. In Section 1 (Authority, Purpose,Definitions andApplicability) deletethe leadparagraphof
section1.4 andreplaceit with anewparagraphasfollows:

1.4 Applicability - All LOTS andparcelsof land in theTownof Acton andall BUILDINGS,
STRUCTURESandotherimprovementsthereonshallbe subjectto theregulations,
restrictionsandrequirementsestablishedin this Bylaw. Exceptwhenspecificallyreferred
to orstatedotherwise,this Bylaw shall not applyto STREETSand appurtenancesand
easementsthereto;to railroadrights ofway; to public bicycle,pedestrian,andmulti-use
pathsfunded,laid out, andconstructedby theTownof Acton, theCommonwealthof
Massachusetts,or theFederalGovernment;or to any BUILDFNG, STRUCTUREor USE
ofland,includinggrading,filling, andexcavating,which is associatedwith apublic sewer
collectionsystemownedor operatedby theTownofActon.

[Note: Theleadparagraphofsection1.4 currentlyreadsasfollows:
1.4 Applicability - All LOTSandparcelsoflandin the TownofActonandall
BUILDINGS, STRUCTURESandotherimprovementsthereonshallbe subjectto the
regulations,restrictionsandrequirementsestablishedin thisBylaw. Exceptwhen
specificallyreferredto or statedotherwise,thisBylawshall not applyto STREETS,
appurtenancesandeasementsthereto,to railroadrights ofway, or to anyBUILDING,
STRUCTUREor USEofland, includinggrading,filling, andexcavating,which is associated
with apublic sewercollectionsystemownedor operatedby the TownofActon.]

2. In Section3.5.14(UseDefinition ofBuilding TradeShop) insertbefore“or similaroccupation”
thefollowing:

“building cleaningservice,“.

[Note: Section3.5.14currentlyreadsasfollows:
3.5.14 Building TradeShop— An establishmentfor useby thepractitioner ofa building
tradesuchasa carpenter,welder,plumber,electrician, builder, mason,landscaping
contractor, lawn careservice,or similar occupation.]

3. In section10.6 (OutdoorLighting Regulationsfor SitePlan SpecialPermits),insertin the
2

nd

line of subsection10.6.2.2.a),theword “additionally” beforetheword ‘SHIELDED’.

[Note: Sub-section10,6.2.2.a)currently reads:
10,6.2.2.a) AnyLUMINAIRE whosedistancefrom a LOTline is lessthan threetimesits height
(3xH) shallbe SHIELDEDsothat all DIRECTLIGHTcastin the directionofSTREETS,or abutting
LOTSthat are in Residentialor ConservationUSE,is cut offat an angleno morethan 70 degrees
measuredfrom a vertical line directly below the L UMINAIRE(Figure 2). This requirementshall
applyto all sidesoftheLUMINAIRE that emit light towarda LOT line that is lessthan 3xHaway
from theLUMINAIRE. Thecut-offmaybe accomplishedeitherby the LUMINAIREphotometric
properties,or bya supplementaryexternalshield.]

or takeanyotheractionrelativethereto.

SUMMARY



HOUSEKEEP[NG.FINAL

Part 1 — STREETS,railroadrights ofway,andfacilities andinfrastructureassociatedwith the
Town’s public sewercollectionsystemaregenerallyexemptfrom zoningregulations.This will add
public bicycle,pedestrian,andmulti-usepathsto the list ofexemptinfrastructurefacilities.

Part2 — Building tradeshopsasalandusecategoryofthe ZoningBylaw includescarpenters,
welders,plumbers,electricians,landscapecontractorsand similaroccupations,andareallowedin
mostvillage,business,andoffice districts,andin all industrial districts.This changewould define
building cleaningservicesasan occupationor businesswithin theusecategoryof building trade
shops.

Part3 — This amendmentclarifies thattheshieldingrequiredin this subsectionis in additionto
othershielding otherwiserequiredin section10.6.

Directinquiriesto: RolandBartI, AICP, PlanningDirector
planning~acton-ma.gov/ (978)264-9636

Selectmanassigned:

Recommendations: Board of Selectmen FinanceCommittee Planning Board


