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. TOWN OF ACTON @

472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts, 01720
Telephone (978) 264-9612
Fax (978) 264-9630

Steven L. Ledoux
Town Manager

Acton Beacon Legal Ad Division (Barbara)

Below please find a copy of a legal advertisement to appear in the Acton Beacon on
February 12 and 19, 2009.

Please send the bill to: Wetherbee Plaza, LLC
6 Procter Street
Acton, MA 01720
978-263-2000

Please send proof copy and tear sheet to:
Town Manager’s Office
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720
Fax # 978-264-9630
Very truly yours,

Christine Joyce
Town Manager's Office

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF ACTON
NOTICE OF HEARING

The Acton Board of Selectmen will hold a public hearing on March 9, 2009 at 7:35 PM in the
Francis Faulkner Hearing Room in Town Hall, 472 Main Street, Acton, on the application of
Wetherbee Plaza LLC (Leo Bertolami) for a Site Plan Special Permit under Section 10.4 of the
Zoning Bylaw for property at 107-115 Great Road, Acton, MA 01720. The application and
accompanying plans can be inspected at the Town Hall during normal business hours.

ACTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN
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Phone: (978) 263-3666 ¢ Fax: (978) 635-0218 X / 5
Email; actonsurvey(@verizon.net

February 4, 2009

Acton Board of Selectmen
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Re: Site Plan Special Permit
107 — 115 Great Road
Wetherbee Plaza Extension
5180

Dear Board Members:

Unfortunately due to travel plans made some time ago I will be away on the date of the
schedule Hearing March 9, 2009 for Wetherbee Plaza Extension.

If possible we would like to receive Staff comments by February 23™ so that we can
respond by February 27", This will allow staff a week to analyze our responses and
report to you.

We will be happy to meet with staff if this will expedite this matter.

The need for an exit driveway from the Carriage House through Wetherbee Plaza is
demonstrated by these photographs taken at noon time on January 23, 2009.

Very truly yours;
Mark T. Donohoe, PE

S e .

for:
Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc.

cc: Leo Bertolami, Wetherbee Plaza, LLC



' ‘{: Ve a ﬁul
, @ Oﬂ’“\WW “ﬁj
Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc. 'P‘ et AP

,, ‘Qq

P.O. Box 666, 97 Great Rd. #6 * Acton, MA 01720
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February 24, 2009 ,
Acton Board of Selectmen 02—25—9 JPOT:33 RCVD
472 Main Street

Acton, MA 01720

. Re: 107-115 Great Road }
Wetherbee Plaza Extension
SPSP 1/23/2009-417
5180

Dear Board Mombers:

The purpose of this lletter is to respond to Sidewalk Committee’s Memo of February 13™
and the Engineering Interdepartmental Communication [IDC] of February 3" which
were received on February 20 and the Fire Chief’s Memo received today

Sz_dewalk and Committee Report

Our clietit believes that the construction of a sidewalk through Wetherbee Plaza will
allow persons to trespass, result in substantial liabilities and will be of little value to the
public.

The economic cost of constructing the sidewalk as shown on the pIan is less of a‘concern
than the liability and inconvenience resulting from its presence.

If constructed the sidewalk will allow persons to enter private property during all periods
~of the day and the owner would have no right to evict them. It is not unusual for
equipment and materials to be left out in the open, on trucks or on the ground, at trade
shop operations and persons trespassmg could easily use the sidewalk leading to
Brabrook for removal of property.

The on site sidewalk will necessarily have to-be maintained to d‘ecreas'é liability even
~ though it is doubtful that the Town will be able to properly maintain the cross country
connector from Wetherbee to the constructed portion of Brabrook. That section of the
81dewalk will be located in woods and be well shaded.

The Engineer IDC references a boardwalk and we acquired a copy of the plan.showing
the proposed boardwalk. A section of that plan is shown on Figure A, enclosed. The -
Ellsworth Plan shows a pedestrian access through 133 Great Road from which Ellsworth
Village was created. During the Board’s review of the site in 2003/2004 this ofﬁce \

' suggested that an access through 133 would be more appropriate. ,_
\

~

|
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We assume that this is the only plan showing the boardwalk and it is our opinion that the
boardwalk will not be constructed to be handicap accessible or suitable for snow removal
using the Town’s sidewalk snow removal equipment and the s1dewa1k w111 be impassable
E dunng substantial periods of the year. «

Both this writer and Mr. Bertolami, as residents, question the appropriateness of the
Town accepting responsibility for the maintenance of boardwalks.

Engineering Departinent Comments -

- We will number the bullet 1tems in the Engmeenng Departments comments for ease of
reference.

~ 1. The Board required the applicant to file a new Site Plan Special Permit.

1.1 The change in the location of 107 Great Road allowed improvements to the parking
lot resulting in the addition of over 500 square feet of impervious area which under
10.4.1.1 3) requires a SPSP if parking is a use. - o

1:2 Lot line changesare not subject to SPSP.

~ 1.3 The building was relocated to allow the number of parking spaces to be increase and
allow the business located in the Station Master’s House to remain viable. '

1.4 The need for vehicles to exit the property other than entenng the line waiting for the
car wash mandated the egress through Wetherbee Plaza Extension. .

1.5 Our client does not want to-incur liabilities resulting from unnecessary pedestrian
trafﬁc or limiting their ab111ty to control poss1b1e trespass .

2.1 The outlet from the Stormceptor at the northwest corner of 107 is shown but is
masked as it is congruent with the rear foundation wall. '

2.3 The depth of the recharge trench was increased to 2 feet to allow for more storage:
The w1dth of the trench behind 107 was incteased to allow more storage

2.4 Gutters and downspouts were utilized at the Station Master’s House. Crushed stone
' was placed along the westerly section at the rear of the bulldmg ’

2.5 There is no pipe. between the cleanouts in the “blast hole” in front of 107. This will
allow runoff to flow ifito the hole and once its storage/recharge capacity is exceeded
excess water will flow to the swale in front of the Station Master’s House. Flow to the
swale from this pipe has not been observed ' :

2.6 The three catch basms mstalled to serve the pavement areas around 107 and 115 are
Stormceptors 450i as shown on the original Site Plan. Catch Basin D is located on. the

“Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc. _ ‘\, \\‘
P.O. Box 666, 97 Great Rd. #6, Acton, MA 01720 ‘ L
Phone: (978) 263-3666 Fax: (978) 635-0218 \‘

Email: actonsurvey@verizon net
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driveway between the carwash driveway and Carriage House and has not been installed
as the dnveway has not been constructed. A standard catch basin w111 be utilized at this
: locatlon

2.7 The use of raised bituminous curbs around parking areas was to limit vehicle
movements on landscape surfaces and not to “divert” runoff to the Stormceptors. Given
the limited size of the parking areas and the type of vehicle movements required we
elected to not edge the pavement in areas not expected to be approached at right angles
for parking purposes by nonemployees: The Zoning Bylaw does not require curbing to be
installed and we believe that the omission of curbs will enhance the appearance of the site
- and allow for dispersal of runoff in portions of the site not presently paved.

2.8 The present design allows for the dispersal of runoff over vegetated areas that will
serve as “filter strips” providing for renovation of runoff as regulated by the Order of
Conditions issued by the Conservation Commission for the site. =

By limiting the impervious area tributary to filter strips and dispersing runoff over them
we believe that the 45 percent removal of total suspended solids listed on page 17,
Chapter 2, Volume 2 of the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook will be exceeded.

o I ) .

It should be noted that stormwater runoff from this area of the site will not be discharge
from the site.

- 2.9 As shown by the stormwater management calculations submitted, the removal of the
basin behind the Station Master’s house will be compensated for by the enlargement of :
‘the wetland area and 1ts attenuation capacity. -

- 2.10 The stormwater management calculations show the entire site, except for the
driveway area at Great Road to be tributary to the dry brook, or the wetland area adjacent -
to Great Road. . ,

2.11 The parklng area is to be repaved to enhance flow to the catch basin grateé. |

2.12 The offset between the parking lot and Great Road conforms to the Zoning'Bylaw.' -

/
:2.13 The sidewalk has been constructed and by “followmg” the driveway the grade of the
- sidewalk conforms to handlcap acceéss requirements. .

'2.14 No comment necessary

2015 The top of concréte elevatlons at two of the bulldmgs are shown along w1th the rim
elevation of a catch basin.

2.16 No Comment necessary.

: -Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc. RN
P.0.Box 666, 97 Great Rd. #6, Acton, MA 01720 v
Phone (978) 263-3666 Fax: (978) 635-0218

Email: actonsurvey@venzon pet \ N\
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2.17 A new ANR Plan has been prepared combining the two exrstmg lots and combining
a portion Wetherbee Plaza with Wetherbee Plaza Extens1on A copy of the plan is
- enclosed. -

2.18 A copy of the required ANR Plan is enclosed.
- 2.19 A rubbish container is no longer proposed for the Carriage House.
3.1 No comment necessary. —

. 3.2 The drainage inverts on the plan are correct. This portion of the drainage system will
flow under surcharge conditions and was designed to increase cover over pipes.

3. 3 Standard hooded deep sump catch basin will be installed and a- detail will be added to
the plans.

3.4 The subdrain will be added to the plan.

" 3.5 The windmill driveway will be used on.a monthly basis and is graded to shed runoff
to its side and we believe that an adequate “filter strip”, is provided. .

3.6 The 8 inch pvc pipe from the Carriage House drive to the recharge trench operates
with a hydraulic grade line of [152-148.5]/80 =0.04. Using Hazen Williams Formula and
a coefficient of 130 yields a capacity of 4 cubic feet per second. Based onarainfall
intensity of 4.6 inches per hour the pipe would have the capacity to carry runoff from
almost an acre of impervious surface. The tributary drainage area is about a fourth of an

. - acre.

3.7 OurdiscusSion pertaining to the Ellsworth Vil‘lage sidewalk is eontained above.

3.8 The Zoning Bylaw does not require a sidewalk to be separated r)y a curb or change in
grade and the sidewalk was shown to be constructed level with the dnveway under SPSP
#11/7/2003-393. _

The construction of the s1dewa1k at the same level as the driveway will allow it to-be
plowed with the driveway. A six inch hlgh Cape Cod Berm is not a sufficient bamer to
vehicles to prov1de a s1gmﬁcant increase in pedestnan safety

While an 18 foot wide access is, as a practical matter v1ab1e for two way trafﬁc the
bylaW requlres a dnveway Wldth of 20 feet. :

Our client will place signs along the driveway to preclude parking.

3.9 The maneuvering aisle in the vicinity of the handicap spaees exceed 24 feet in width.

Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc. ’ \
P.0..Box 666, 97 Great Rd. #6, Acton, MA 01720 L
Phone: (978) 263-3666 Fax: (978) 635-0218 5

Email: actonsurvey@verizon.net
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3.10 Stacked parking spaces are not precluded by the Zoning Bylaw and are an extensmn
of those shown on SPSP #11/7/2003-393. . ' ~

3.11 The windmill driveway is expected to be used on a monthly basis, is not required by
the Zoning Bylaw and the 8 foot wide travel lane is sufficient to allow a vehicle to pass,

3.12 The proposed pavements will not make the subsurface sewage disposal in non
conformance with Title 5 or the Acton Board of Health Regulations.

3.13 The maneuvering area at the windmill is adequate for monthly basis service calls,
- which are expected to be made by personnel in a, so call, smart car.

3.14 MHD w111 not entertain a petition from a private commercial 0perat1on fora
crosswalk.

3.15 A typical pavement detail will be added to the detail sheet.

3.16 There are two Orders with 1004 being for the wetland nnprovements and 1006 being
for the 1mprovements related to the site plan.

3.17 The Water service in the direction of the Wetherbee house is an artlfaet froma -
previous plan and w111 be removed.

3.18 This is the location that was reported to us and a water line can be located below a
) Wetland : .

3. [50f 6] the existing conditions are shown on the Site Plan.
Fire Chief

1. The one-way access does not cross a wetland and the present gravel road was utilized ,
for the construction of the soil absorption system, the carriage house and w1ndm111 The
removal of any materials unsuitable for a road foundation, the placement of a minimum
of 9 inches of process gravel and 3 inches of bituminous pavement W1ll allow the road to
be an all weather access capable of'supporting fire apparatus.

2, The rubblsh container near the carriage house has been eliminated and both Wetherbee
Plaza and the extension will be served by one the one centrahzed rubbl,sh container
shown on the plan : /

3 The central or maneuvenng aisle of the parkmg lot is 24 feet and is d1mens10ned as
such on the plan -

The rounding. suggested by Chlef Craigis: shown on F1gure B and can be accomphshed
The rounding will have a cross slope of 10 percert.

"Acto'n Survey & Engineering, Inc. _ .‘\,i
. - P.0O. Box 666, 97 Great Rd. #6, Acton, MA 01720 _ :
e 'Phone: (978) 263-3666 Fax: (978) 635-0218 : \

Email: actonsurvey@verizon.net
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The carriage house and windmill are existing and the proposed exit route through
- Wetherbee Plaza Extension will allow fire apparatus to exit the site w1thout being
hindered by vehlcles waiting to enter the car was. -

Lighting

Not detailed in the reports to the Board are the inconsistencies in the lights installed and
the requirements of the Zoning Bylaw. We assume that the required changes to site
lighting will be worked out by our client and the Zoning Enforcement Officer.

. State Entrance Peimit

" A copy of the Mass Highway-Depaftrhent letter of February 4, 2004 to our client is
enclosed for<informational purposes.

Summary

Tt is recognized that alterations to the site have been made that should have been

presented to the Boalrd and Town Staff for review.

The prov131on of additional parking spaces in the front portions of the site should

decrease the possibility of congestion occurring near the intersection of Great Road and

_ Concord Roads and creating the exit driveway through Wétherbee Plaza Extension w111
remove the possibility of conflicts with vehicles waiting to enter the car wash.

The requlrement for and appropriateness of pedestrla:n access thr_ough the site is of
concern to our client. We believe that it is incumbent on the Board to have Staffreview
~ and determine if the boardwalk from Brabrook Road can be constructed and properly

maintained. If the sidewalk is to be constructed we believe its construct1on requ]rements
should not exceed those prev10usly required by the Board. -

Thank you for any con51derat10n you may give this matter( and we will be happy to meet
with Staff to discuss technical matters prior to the Public Hearing as long standing family
commitments do not allow attendance at the Public Hearing.

Very truly yours,

- . Mark T. Donohoe, PE

— _ /4-
- for: A .
- Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc.

cc: Leo Bertolami

v Acton Survey & Engineering, Inc. - : \
P.0. Box 666, 97 Great Rd. #6, Acton, MA 01720
Phone (978) 263-3666 Fax: (978) 635-0218 AN

Email: actonsurvey@verizon.net - N
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