
TOWN OF ACTON
472Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts01720
Telephone(978)264-9612

Fax (978)264-9630
bos@acton-ma.gov
www.acton-ma.gov

April 24,2009

Mr. PaulHadley
ProjectManager
MBTA Design& Constmction
(-addressto be inserted-)

Re: SouthActon - MBTA Train StationImprovements;PedestrianAccessModification

DearMr. Hadley:

Thankyou for meetingwith theActonTownManagerandPlanningDirectoratthe
MassHighwayDistrict 3 officesin Worcesteron Friday,April 17. TheTownofActonBoardof
Selectmenis pleasedthat theMBTA’s SouthActonstationimprovementplanrecreatesin aslightly
different locationtheexistingtracksidepedestrianwalkwaybetweentheRailroadStreetparkinglot
andthestation.

As yousuggestedatthemeetingin Worcester,theActon BoardofSelectmenis sendingyou
herewiththeTown’srequestto modify thestationimprovementplanin awaythat fI.irther enhances
pedestrianaccessfrom RailroadStreet,generallyasdepictedin theencloseddrawing.Thereis
presentlyawide openpavementareathatwalkersmustcrossfrom theendoftheRailroadStreet
sidewalkto thebeginningofthetracksidewalkway.Thecuffent60%stationimprovementplan
wouldnotchangethis. Theattachedplanmodificationshowswhatwasdiscussedin principleatthe
Worcestermeeting.TheTownrequestsan extensionofthetracksidewalkwayby +/-120 feetin the
easterlydirectionto apoint oppositetheendoftheRailroadStreetsidewalk,installationofa
crosswalkovertheMBTA ownedRailroadStreetparkinglot, andslight relocationofvehicle
parkingspacesto accommodatethepedestrianimprovements.Therewouldbe no lossofparking
spacesat theRailroadStreetlot andthepavementwidth oftheTown-ownedRailroadStreetwould
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bemaintainedat 20 feet.A +1-2-footgapbetweentherelocatedparkingspacesandtheextended
tracksidewalkwayprovidesspacefor apositivebarriersuchasarailing orbollards.

A significantnumberofresidentswho live in theneighborhoodssurroundingtheSouth
Actontrainstationwalk tothetrainvia RailroadStreetandthetracksidewalkway.The attached
planmodificationwould greatlyenhancewalkers’ safetyalongthispedestrianaccessrouteand
encourageevenmorewalkingto thetrainstation. TheTownasksthat youconsiderthis proposal
favorably.TheBoard ofSelectmenis looking forwardto recognizingthis modificationonthenext
versionofthe stationimprovementplan.PleasecontactSteveLedouxorRolandBartl if youhave
any question.

Sincerely,

PaulinaKnibbe
Chairman
Board ofSelectmen

Cc: SteveLedoux,TownManager
RolandBartl, PlanningDirector
BruceStamski,TownEngineer
ArthurFrost,MassHighwayDistrict 3
AndrewOgilvie, AECom

1:\planning\projects\rail trails\arrt\mbta\stationupgrade\wallcingimprovements.doc
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