Dear Congresswoman Tsongas,

As a Chairman of the Acton Outdoor Lighting Education Committee, I am writing in strong support of your request for High Priority Project (HPP) funding for Phase 2A (Acton, Westford, Carlisle) and 2C (Concord) of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT).  

The BFRT is extremely popular project supported by Town and State elected officials, and by thousands of citizens.  In particular the Phase 2A and 2C towns (Acton, Carlisle, Concord and Westford) have overwhelmingly and repeatedly supported the BFRT in Town Meeting votes, more times than not unanimously.  

The BFRT was officially approved by the Massachusetts State Legislature twenty years ago, in April 1989.  To date, the Towns of Acton, Carlisle, Westford and Concord, through which the extension sections of the BFRT will pass, have contributed approximately $522,500.00 towards the initial engineering assessments and preliminary design of the projects. 
Transportation Enhancement projects like the BFRT have been historically under-funded in spite of their popularity, so it is extremely valuable to have HPP funds allocated to the BFRT.  

The Outdoor Lighting Education Committee (OLEC) has consistently supported and advocated for wise use of resources, both for outdoor lighting and also for other Town operations.  The BFRT will be both a recreation asset and also bicycle transportation corridor that will connect Acton to Lowell.  
OLEC is in strong support of HPP funding for Phases 2A and 2C of the BFRT.

Thank you for your consideration,
Sincerely,

[image: image1.jpg]



Bern Kosicki

OLEC Chairman

