28 April 2009
Dear Congresswoman Tsongas,

As chairperson of Acton’s Sidewalk Committee, I strongly support your request for High Priority Project funding for Phase 2A (Acton, Westford, Carlisle) and 2C (Concord) of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT).  
Not surprisingly, as an advocate of sidewalks, I strongly support rail trails. Rail trails offer a safe place for walking and riding, and possibly commuting, all of which promote a healthier lifestyle and all its benefits. 
The BFRT is extremely popular project supported by Town and State elected officials, and by thousands of citizens.  In particular the Phase 2A and 2C towns (Acton, Carlisle, Concord and Westford) have overwhelmingly supported the BFRT in Town Meeting votes, more times than not unanimously.  

Phase 1 of the BERT, which is just less than seven miles connecting the communities of Chelmsford and Westford, is currently under construction.  Phases 2A and 2C of the BFRT would incorporate an additional eight miles of trail spanning two regional planning agencies, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) and the Northern Middlesex Council of Governments (NMCOG), two MassHighway Districts, District 3 and District 4, and four towns.

With historic underfunding of Transportation Enhancement projects like the BFRT it is extremely valuable to have funds allocated to the BFRT.  

To date, the Towns of Acton, Carlisle, Westford and Concord have contributed approximately $522,500.00 towards the initial engineering assessments and preliminary design of the projects.  The Design Public Hearing was held for Phase 2A on October 29, 2008 and the 25% Design Plans were subsequently approved by MassHighway.  

Thank you for your consideration and your support for the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail.  
Sincerely,

Kate Chung
Chair, Acton Sidewalk Committee
117 Nonset Path

Acton, MA  01720

978-266-1042
