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David Singer
ByACIGN wif‘ Everybody seems
to know where Kelley’s Corner
is — at the intersection of Mas-
sachusetts Avenue (Route 111)
and Main Street (Route 27).

And most seem to know how
the corner got its name — from
the first two Kelley's that
owned at least one corner of the
intersection.

But the corner’s rich history,
some of it tragic, seems to re-
main fuzzy in some residents’
memories. )

“‘Some place to go through to
et somewhere els%," was how
aywood Houghton described it

ina pro{cct by his fifth grade
class in 1981 called *Under the
Cover of Kelley's Corner.”

While some may see the inter-
section as just that, it has
meant more to others than just
a place to get thr .

“I's an area that you can
usually depend on,” said
Houghton’s classmate Erika
Kneeland d the project.
~ While you can usually depend
onn some shopping and traffic
congestion, you can also depend
on the comner to stir up some
memories, and not all good.

Virginia Gates recalls three
deaths at the Kelley house,
which is the house now occu-
pled by the attorneys D'Agos-
tine and Levine, on the north-

U

west corner of the intersection.

In 1846, Gates recalls Alfred
Gilbert accidentally driving over
one of the infants on the drive-
way. According to Acton’s Town
Report for that year, Kathleen
Gilbert died at the age of one
year, nine months and 24 days.

Gates also recalls a muder-suil-
cide, or a double-suicide, as
others remember it in the Kelley
house. Accord to Gates,
Alfred Giiba‘é ot his wife
Mary Kelley Gilbert, and then
shot himself.

“l remember that when the
father went upstairs to shoot
himself, the children stayed be-
hind the stove all day until the
uncle came home that night,”
said Gates.

Acton police Lt. John McNiff
said he was sure it hap-
pened in 1948XHe remembered

-the murder-suicide as the first

case former Police Chief Edward
Collins Jr. handled when he
came on the job.

The Town Clerk’s office said
they have Gilbert’s death on file
for 1951, but no record of Mary
{Kelley) Gilbert's death.

According to Acton’'s Town
Report, Alfred Grover Gilbert Jr.
and Frances Kelley Gilbert
died on June 13, 1951.

According to an 1890 miap by
Horace Tuttle, Simon Hosmer

built the Kelley house in 1760.
, .

Reuben Reed t the house
before John Kelley bought it.

According to the report of
Peter Richard’s 1981 fifth grade
class at the McCarthy-Towne
School, John Kelley bought it in
1877. It burned down and was
rebuilt sometime around 1905.
William Kelley, the town's post-
master and Kelley's
brother, inherited it in 1922
with his wife Julia. Gilbert and
Mary Keiley lived In it until
their deaths, and Willlam Kelley
took it over again. The Ski Barn
then occupied it from 1954 until
1972, when D’Agostine and Le-
vine moved in.

In 1883, Willlam Kelley, 20,
attended the first session of
Acton School and was one
of the five who was graded with
the score of 100.

A group of subdivision roads
located on Main Street south of
the corner, are all named after
various Kelley's: Francine Road,
Beverly Road, Nadine Road,
Doris Road, and Kelley Road.

“Since I remember, it was
alwziays called Kelley's Corner,”
sald Carl Simeone, remembering
back to the thirties.

“For as | as I can remem-
ber it was Kelley's Corner,”
Gates sald. Gates recalled that
before a bridge was built over
Route 2, the corner was real
quiet. “I remember saying to
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give it a life of

The Kelley’s house, where several tragedies occurred, sits on
the northwest corner of Route 111 and Route 27.

myself, ‘I hope my car doesn't
break down here.” "’

And just how far back does
Kelley's Corner go? Article 25 of
the 1898 Town Warrant read:
“To see if the town will locate
and bulld a bullding for the
high school near Kelly’s Cor-
ner.” Interestingly enough, Kel-
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ley was spelled without the ‘¢’
in the article.

The intersection goes as far
back as 1830, when Massachu-
setts Avenue was bullt. Main
Street (Route 27) was built in
1735.

“We used to sled through that
intersection,’’ said the Davis sis-

its own

ters of Prospect Street.

Virginia Milberry also reme
bered it as a bare intersection.

There was a restaurant call
the Actonian on the southwe
corner of the Intersection, whe
the New England Telephos
bullding is today. There w:
also a house next to it, whi
was moved to 230 Main Stre
over 25 years ago.

The other comers soon b
came occupled. There was
fruit stand at one time. The
was a Sunoco station that b
came a sweater shop that Gate
said also sold fish when sweats
sales were low. The wife of on
of the owners still maintains th
yarn business on Route 2,
called Brett Yarns.

Another Kelly came along &
the 1830Us, one without the ‘e
— Kelly. This is the Kelly o
Kelly's Korner Kitchen and th
Acton Bowladrome of Mair
Street.

Perhaps the growth of Kelley's
Comer can be seen as a mi
crocosm of Acton.

What is still remembered by
Virginia Gates as a quiet, deso-
late intersection, is now a busy
corner that sports no less than
1,155 signs, which Richard’s
fifth graders counted.




