
1 September 2009 
 
7:30 PM, Room 126 Town Hall. 
 
Present: M. Graetz, Gary Green, B. Kosicki, T. McDonagh 
  
 
1.  The minutes of the August 4 meeting were approved. 
 
2.  To prepare for the annual BoS oversight meeting, there was brief discussion to update 
OLEC’s mission statement.  The following wording was proposed for future discussion: 
“To give advice on, promote the intelligent use of and conduct educational activities 
related to the responsible use of outdoor lighting within Acton’s community, and to carry 
out activities related to the reduction and control of light pollution and poor lighting 
practices.”  
 
3. S. Feinstein and G. Green are organizing a Town wide Star Party through the 
Recreation Department to be held at NARA park on November 13 (cloud date November 
14). 
 
4. BK reported that the GAB did not see any further need to discuss the idea of 
combining our two committees (there was a previous meeting with Chris Schaffner at the 
July OLEC meeting).   
 
It was the general consensus of the members present that there was an ongoing need for 
outdoor lighting expertise within the Town government, since Acton organizations are 
responsible for the majority of outdoor lighting in Acton, and further that good lighting 
practices is an area that is frequently overlooked when facilities are designed or 
renovated. 
 
It was further agreed that because of the focused and technical nature of this field, it 
would not be practical to combine OLEC with a different large committee (at least not 
one that is organized as committees are now.)  There was willingness to consider being 
collected within an Umbrella Committee (see below), and as such, not report directly to 
the BoS, but rather to the Umbrella Committee itself, if this idea is workable. 
 
The idea of the Umbrella Committee that surfaced at the July meeting will be described 
to the BoS, and it will be their decision whether or not this idea will serve their needs.  
MG has written a description of this idea, which will be offered to the BoS if they desire. 
 
5. There was considerable discussion of what the BoS wanted from and how it viewed its 
committees, and in particular, OLEC.  There was a consensus to ask Terra Friedrichs to 
attend part of our next meeting so that members could ask her these and related questions.  
BK will invite her to attend. 
 
6. MG expressed willingness to become Vice Chair of OLEC. 



 


