
People in
Acton Think -

Our Most Important
Assetsare:
• Schools
• Open Space (including

conservation land,
hatural features)

• Historic Buildings!
Landscapes

• Town Character
(including rural and
historic characteristics)

Also:sense of community, easy
access! location, commuter
rail, small town feel

Our Priority
Challenges are:
• Need to control growth

and development
• Need to plan for

sustainable future
• High cost of living

(including taxes)
• Traffic
• Lack of transportation

options (including
walking/biking)

Also: lackof adequate
opportunities for casual socia(
interaction, town government
organizational issues, erosion
of town character

Theabove summarizes key
findings of Acton’s citizen
outreach, or Phase I, the first
step in a process to create
our new Comprehensive
Community Plan. Agreat deal
more information about this
study, including statistical
analyses, is available online
and at our libraries,
please see reverse side
for addresses.
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Phase I of the Comprehensive
Community Plan for the
Town of Acton is complete.

And it cou(dn’t have happened without you!

taxes,andopenspace),theyalso
voiced anundercurrentof civic
responsibilitythroughout,expressing
concernfor the welfareof others

includingseniorsandnewcomers.

There was consensusaroundthe
needtoprotectthetown’smost
importantassets.Theseincludethe

schools,openspace,historic

buildings/landscapesand“town
character.”Furtherelaborationof

howto do this andwhat, for
example,“towncharacter”might

meanin the21stcenturywill
happenin PhaseII of the master
plan;yes,therewill betwo more

phases!In PhaseII, thisyearand
next,wewill developan action
planthattakesinto accountfiscal
realitiesandlooksatdifferent

scenariosandwaysto getthere.
In Phaseifi, we’ll put everything
together,mayrecommendspecific

zoningchangesand/orbroader
townmanagementchangesand

comebacktoTownMeetingfor
fmal approval.

Andagain,welook forwardto
your continuedenthusiastic
involvementandparticipation.

Over 2,000Actonians participated
in asix-monthlongprocessin 2008
tobeginto developavision for the
Town’s future. Residents,business

owners,andtown staffattended
visioningworkshops,sentin
surveys,andfilled up comment
boardswith their ideas.

We thank all of you for thetime,

energyandenthusiasmyouput
into this project. It is thelargest
theTownhaseverundertakenof

thiskind andavital stepin astrong
masterplanningprocess.It’s clear

peoplecarepassionatelyabout
Acton andareeagerto guide it to a
successfulfuture.

What elsedid welearn? Actonians
expressedasenseofurgencyabout
protectingwhattheyfelt wasspecial

anduniqueabouttheTownaswell

as aboutaddressingits challenges.
Someparticipantswentsofar asto

saythatActonis at“a tipping point”
andworry thatit is overextended,

theTown’s futurethreatened.Many
calledformoredeliberatecontrol
ofgrowth anddevelopmentandfor
sustainableplanningin the future.

Interestingly,whilemanycitizens

commentedon issuesof immediate
andpersonalconcern(schools,high



Stay Involved -

An emerging vision for Acton:

This summary is the result
of a collaborative effort
between:

Daphne Politis &
Nicole Buxton
Planners Collaborative, Inc.

Roland Barti ~
Kristin Alexander
Acton Planning
Department

Ann Sussman
Chairman, Outreach
Steering Committee

More Information:

ALL documentation for Phase I of the 2008 Comprehensive
Community PLan is available at the Acton Memorial Library
(486 Main St, 978.264.9641) and the Citizens’ Library in West
Acton (21 Windsor Aye, 978.264.9652). These documents include
the Emerging Vision and Goats for Acton’s Future and an Appendix
containing the raw data.

Documentation is also available online at:
www.ActonOutreach .com

Questions, comments, and ideas about anything presented here
are welcomed at:
planning@acton-ma.gov

and the citizens of Acton


