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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

What and why?

Storm water runoff caused by impervious surfaces
All paved areas, rooftops, compacted soils 

Storm water affects surface and groundwater

EPA has mandated stringent storm water focus

Storm water illegal discharge by-law 
a required first step
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

EPA Mandate: 
Illegal discharge detection & elimination (IDDE)

Map stormwater outfalls 
(partly done)

IDDE bylaw
(in process)

IDDE program:
(needs to be ramped 
up)
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

Acton’s storm water management plan

5 year plan filed
with the EPA in 
2003

Illicit discharge 
bylaw  required 
as  per SWMP

Concord has 
been fined 
$50,000

Acton bylaws
up against EPA 
deadline
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

Storm water overview

Impacts of storm water include:
degraded water quality,
Increased frequency and 
severity of  flooding
Decreased aquifer recharge
Altered stream flow

Watershed health may be impaired by
more than 10% impervious cover

Significant impacts may occur with
more than 25% impervious cover

Outfall to Assabet River
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

Illegal discharges bylaw “U”

Defines illegal discharges to storm system

Identifies exempted sources

Permits clean discharges
sump pumps, crawl space pumps

Enforcement and reporting by Board of Health

Conforms with EPA NPDES mandates
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

What are illegal discharges ?

Discharges of pollutants or process water [§8.1]

Illicit connections [§ 8.2]

Obstructions  [§ 8.3]

Photo R Beck, 11Photo R Beck, 11--0909
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

What will be required

End all illicit discharges to MS4 

Timely notification of releases 
of prohibited materials

Permits required for sump pumps, multi-
family and commercial properties that 
discharge to the MS4.
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

What will Acton get?

Compliance with EPA conditions 

Improved surface and ground water conditions

Better long term safeguarding of water supply

Improved maintenance of storm water system

Main St crosses water supply zone one
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

Consequences of no action

Town in violation of Clean Water Act

EPA typical actions:
comprehensive monitoring requirements
extensive program activities required
inspections and oversight 
financial penalties

MS4 outfall contributes 
phosphorus to Assabet 10
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Acton Planning Board – Background Information

Who has been involved

• Committee members:
− Ron Beck, Chairman
− Carol Holley, ACES 
− Helen Probst, Citizen
− Barry Rosen, Acton Water District 
− Joanne Bissetta / Michael Kreuze, Acton Board of Health

• Health department staff

• Acton water district staff

• Board of Selectmen liaison

• Numerous interested citizens

• Committee members:Committee members:
−− Ron Beck, ChairmanRon Beck, Chairman
−− Carol Holley, ACES Carol Holley, ACES 
−− Helen Helen ProbstProbst, Citizen, Citizen
−− Barry Rosen, Acton Water District Barry Rosen, Acton Water District 
−− Joanne Joanne BissettaBissetta / Michael / Michael KreuzeKreuze, Acton Board of Health, Acton Board of Health

•• Health Department staff, Health Department staff, Justin SnairJustin Snair

•• Acton Water District staff, Acton Water District staff, Matt MostollerMatt Mostoller

•• Board of Selectmen liaison, Board of Selectmen liaison, Lauren RosenzweigLauren Rosenzweig

•• Numerous interested citizensNumerous interested citizens
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