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What and why?

= Storm water runoff caused by impervious surfaces
All paved areas, rooftops, compacted soils

= Storm water affects surface and groundwater
= EPA has mandated stringent storm water focus

= Storm water illegal discharge by-law
a required first step
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EPA Mandate:
lllegal discharge detection & elimination (IDDE)
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You are receiving this letter because your municipality operates a Phase I1 small
municipal storm sewer system (MS4) permitted to discharge storm water to waters of the
United States by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Your storm

water permit, issued in 2003 (2003 Permit), requires your community to control storm

water discharges to waters of the United States through implementation of a storm water
management program comprised of control measures specified by the Permit. One such

requirement is the implementation of an Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
[ | y aW (IDDE) Program.

The IDDE program is designed to prohibit the discharge of sources of non-storm water,

- such as raw sewage, to storm sewer systems to eliminate the discharge of polluted
I n r O C e S S stormwater into water bodies. Such discharges can include raw sewage from illegal
sewer connections, infiltration from cracked sanitary systems, spills collected by drain

outlets, or paint or used oil dumped directly into a drain. These discharges contribute
bacteria, heavy metals, toxics, oil and grease, solvents, nutrients, viruses and bacteria to
New England waters. In fact, polluted urban storm water runoff, which includes storm

. I D D E r O r a m - sewer discharges, are a primary cause of impaired water quality in the United States.
- Such discharges cause approximately 70% of surface water pollution in New England.
EPA understands the economic pressure faced by many cities and towns. However, the
n e e d S to b e r a m e d elimination of this significant environmental threat is something we must all seek to
achieve. Consequently, to increase protection of our rivers, ponds, lakes, streams and
coastal waters, more stringent MS4 permits will be issued in the near future to
communities in New Hampshire and Massachusetts. These updated permits will require
u the implementation of more stringent storm water management programs. This includes
more rigorous IDDE control measures than required by your current permit. IDDE
control is an issue throughout New England, and we are working cooperatively with all
the New England states to address this important problem.
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Unfortunately, EPA has documented significant instances of municipal noncompliance
with the 2003 Permit, which continues to be in effect. In response, our regional office
recently initiated civil penalty enforcement actions against MS4 communities in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. These actions address failures by those
municipalities to:

, 4 Identify and map their storm water outfalls;
. Pass municipal regulations prohibiting illicit discharges; and
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| e Create and implement an IDDE program. 3
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Acton’s storm water management plan

= 5 year plan filed
with the EPA iIn
2003

= Illicit discharge
bylaw required
as per SWMP

= Concord has
been fined
$50,000

= Acton bylaws
up against EPA
deadline
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areas identified as
potential locations
for illicit
conmections.

flow observation
effort and sampling
program.

Pinpoint sources of
1lliest descharges




Storm water overview

" Impacts of storm water include: SR
degraded water quality, e L l

Increased frequency and
severity of flooding

Decreased aquifer recharge
Altered stream flow

= Watershed health may be impaired by
more than 10% impervious cover

= Significant impacts may occur with
more than 25% impervious cover
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lllegal discharges bylaw “U”

= Defines illegal discharges to storm system
= |dentifies exempted sources

= Permits clean discharges
sump pumps, crawl space pumps

= Enforcement and reporting by Board of Health
= Conforms with EPA NPDES mandates
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What are illegal discharges ?

= Discharges of pollutants or process water [88.1]
= [llicit connections [§ 8.2]
= Obstructions [§ 8.3]
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What will be required

= End all illicit discharges to MS4

= Timely notification of releases
of prohibited materials

= Permits required for sump pumps, multi-
family and commercial properties that
discharge to the MS4.
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What will Acton get?

= Compliance with EPA conditions
= Improved surface and ground water conditions
= Better long term safeguarding of water supply

= Improved maintenance of storm water system

= =

Main St crossesWater supply zone one
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Consequences of no action

= Town In violation of Clean Water Act

= EPA typical actions:
comprehensive monitoring requirements
extensive program activities required
Inspections and oversight
financial penalties

2/16/2010

Acton Planning Board — Background Information




Who has been involved

mmJItee members

n Water District
Jo:mn:v S'etta Michael Kreuze, Ac

- = Board of Selectmen liaison, Lauren Rosenzweig
= Numerous interested citizens
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