
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
J Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. ‘131, §40

City/Town

Important:
When filling out
forms on the
computer, use
only the tab key
to move your
cursor - do not
use the return
key.

A. General Information

contact Name

Mailing Address

E-Mail Address

City/Town State Zip Code

Phone Number

B. Determinations

Fax Number (if applicable)

1. I request the-a
Conservation Commission

make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:

El a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to
jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act.

El b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced
below are accurately delineated.

c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.

El d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction
of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of: .

‘Tij cc 4TvsJ
Name of Municipality

El e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as
depicted on referenced plan(s).

1. Applicant:

AcFo.- ?‘Ll’c
Name

Li oo1S

)(, Ckcrt€r j7c,qc’f

JA LieccAe._’ b.-’ec.ede

E-Mail Address

Mailing Ad&ess

Actcn p 0(3)-C
cityrrown State Zip Code

crH._37-5-_0101
Phone Number Fax Number (if applicable)

Representative (if any):

Firm

woaIorml.doc



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

f1claJ
cityrl own

C. Project Description

1 a. Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):
21 E/”i -/ af

Street Address

-Z_
Assessors Map/Plat Number

A
cityrrown

Pc2 t( ‘7
Parcel/Lot Number

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary)

SEE 4t4;cLeA C — f &

SG 4?14c14&) O0CV1ttirA7S

/278
Date

/o
Date

Date

c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):

Title

p44cJ
Title

r zesoe,e-wcu ¶‘ ,1L4,tJ S
Title

2. a. Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary):

wpa’orml dc Pace 2 ci 4



Request for Determination of Applicability Acton Public Schools
West Acton Boardwalk June 24. 2010
Connecting Douglas and Gates Schools

Part C. Project Description

lb. Area Description:

The site of the West Acton Boardwalk is used by an estimated 7,000 residents as a
pedestrian pathway, nature trail and recreational resource. The structure spans the Fort
Pond Brook and connects the Indian Village neighborhood and Douglas Elementary
School area with the West Acton and Gates Elementary area. The presence of a
boardwalk promotes healthy outdoor lifestyles and the preservation of open space and
pathways.

Originally. Fort Pond Brook was seasonally traversed at the proposed project site by a
dirt foot path, which was frequently muddy and led to gradual widening of the wetlands
path via trampling of the wetland area. It is a natural occurrence as pedestrians attempt to
navigate the area and avoid muddy spots, unknowingly destroying the area they have
come to enjoy. In 1989 a group of citizens were permitted to build the original
boardwalk in an attempt to reduce desire lines created by foot traffic through the
wetlands. Our desire in filing this Request for Determination would be to solicit
permission to replace the existing decking and structure of the existing straight section of
the boardwalk between the two elementary schools (see attached Google image).

Friends of the West Acton Boardwalk is a recently formed group of parents, educators.
and concerned citizens who want to avoid this inevitable fate that would result from
dismantling and abandoning the existing structure which can no longer stand as a viable
pathway in its current state. Currently the connecting section of the boardwalk is in gross
disrepair, frequently impassable, and has deteriorated to a point where leaving it in an
abandoned limbo presents a hazard and potential liability for the town.

2a. Work Description

This project will simply replace the straight section of the existing boardwalk (see
attached Google image) using the existing concrete footings. To accomplish this project
we will not have to disturb the substrate or dig any new footings below grade. We will
remove the current structure that is simply resting on the footings. We will then place a
riser on the concrete footings attaching it with a bracket and bolt method to elevate the
walkway approximately 18 inches to allow water to flow under the boardwalk. We will
then run stringers across the risers and then deck on top the stringers. See attached
proposed design drawings. Please note this design is for a more comprehensive project
which we have determined that we do not have the funds to implement. At this time we
would like to do the portion of the project that replaces the straight section of the walk
way. Materials to accomplish this work will consist of steel I beam risers, galvanized
bolts and brackets, pressure treated lumber, and trex composite type of decking for the
finish walking surface.
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

cityrrownWPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

C. Project Description (cont.)

b. Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if
necessary).

3. a. If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.

LI Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96

O Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

U Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

o Project, other than a single family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot
before 8/7/96

o New agriculture or aquaculture project

U Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96

o Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed
restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision

O Residential subdivision: institutional, industrial, or commercial project

Municipal project

O District, county, state, or federal government project

o Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection.

b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)

,vDaIorn X age 3 W



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

City/Town

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements
I hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Applicability
and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge.

I further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation)
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission.

Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for
Determination of Applicability.

Name and address of the property owner:

Ac*o- PbIcc ç6L,ciois

Name

Fe (&‘1’ 110

A--fr-’ 5b

ThrrecIcr P
Mailing Address

city/Town

,rc FOn

State

Signatures:

fl-)-c)

Zip code

I also understand that notification of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense
in accordancy.1with Section 1 O.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations.

___

731io

__

signatu,Ø of Applicant Date

Signature of Representative (if any) -. Date

.,pac.’r’ CC 4 zI .1
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