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From: Roland Barti

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 6:09 PM

To: Manager Department

Subject: ARRT Letter to MPO re 2011-14 TIP

Attached for Board of Selectmen action is a draft comment letter concerning the Assabet River Rail Trail for the
FFY 2011-14 Draft TIP. Comment was August 4th, it was extended to day to the 10th.

This letter is intended be a joint letter from Acton and Maynard.

I sent it to Maynard for review and comment, so there may be a few changes. Changes should be minor. I will
provide the final in time for the meeting.

The letter makes reference to a letter from Stow under separate cover. I received the Stow letter today. It is the
attached pdf file.

Roland Bartl, AICP
Planning Director
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720
(978) 264-9636

7/22/2010



TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton,Massachusetts01720
Telephone(978)264-9612

Fax(978)264-9630
bos@acton-ma.gov
www.acton-rna.gov

Mr. DavidMohier, Chair
MPO TransportationPlanningandProgrammingCommittee
10 ParkPlaza,Suite2150
Boston,MA 02116-3968

Re: Draft 2011—14Transportation Improvement Program
AssabetRiver Rail Trail - Project 604531;HPP 1761

July 26,2010

DearChairmanMohier:

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton theBostonRegionDraft 2011-14
TransportationImprovementProgram.Thesecommentspertainto theAssabetRiver Rail
Trail (ARRT), amulti-usepath from Actonto Marlborough.

DesignFunding:

TheTownsof Acton andMaynard,with Actonasleadcommunity,haveworked
diligently to continuedevelopmentof theARRT — ActonlMaynardsectionfrom the
SouthActon CommuterRail StationthroughdowntownMaynardto theMaynardlStow
town line. Acton andMaynardhavethe 100%designundercontractto AECOM andhad
completedthepreliminarydesignalmostthreeyearsago.Theupdated100%design
projectscopefor roughly$940,000(including thenon-federalmatch)andrelated
documentsweresubmittedlastwinter for MassDOTandFHWA review. Throughthe
pastmonthsourstaffhasbeenworkingwith themto answerall theirdetailedquestions.
We expectadesignagreementandnoticeto proceedany day, althoughwehavenot been
givenany commitmentfor a specificdate.

Sincethelast timewe wrote, theTownof Stowhasacquireda +/-2-mile long right-of-
waysectionfor theARRT from theMaynard/Stowline to SudburyRoadin Stowandis
nowreadyto beginthedesignusingthe availableHPPfunding. This is aseamless
continuationoftheActon!Maynardsection.Stowis commentingunderseparatecover.
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ActonandMaynardfully supportStow’s effort to advancetheAssabetRiver Rail Trail in
thattown andlook forwardto continueour long-standingARRT partnershipwith Stow
undertheInter-MunicipalAgreementbetweenthefive ARRT communities- Acton,
Maynard,Stow,Hudson,andMarlborough.

Wearesendingthis letteratthis time to requestthattheMPO continuelisting theHigh
Priority ProjectHPP 1761 in the2011-14TIP to makesure
(1) that wecanaccesstheHPPfunding in thenextFederalFiscalYearin theeventthat
theActonlMaynarddesignagreementis delayedunexpectedly,and
(2) thatStowcanaccesstheHPPfundingto designtheir2-mile continuationof the
ActonlMaynardsectionin conjunctionwith theActonlMaynardsection.

Construction Funding:

Webelieveit is realisticto assumethattheARRT designfor theActonMaynardsection
plusthe2 miles in Stowwill be fully readyfor constructionin two to threeyears.We
notethatconstructionfundingfor theARRT is scheduledin theMPO’s Long Range
Plan,Journeyto 2030, for sometimebetween2011 and2015. However,theDraft 2011-
14 TIP lists theARRT undertheheading“Projectsstaffwould (orhavepreviously)
recommendfor programmingif fundingwasavailable”.

We requestthattheMPO do everythingpossibleto programtheconstructionfunding for
theARRT in theTIP for FFY 2014. If this is notpossible,weaskthat theARRT be
consideredasaprimecandidatefor futureTIP amendmentsshouldadditionalfunding
becomeavailableor in theeventthat availablefunding freesup andneedto be
reallocated

Thankyou for your interestin theAssabetRiver Rail Trail andthecontinuing
commitmentof fundsto supportits development.

Sincerely,

TOWN OF ACTON TOWN OF MAYNARD

1:\planning\projects\railtrails\arrt\tipetc\tip 11-14commentletterarrt.doc
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Town of Stow

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Stow Town Building

380 GreatRoad
Stow,Massachusetts01775

(978) 897-4515 selectmen@stow-ina.gov Fax (978)897-4631

July 20,2010

DavidMohier, Chair
Transportation Planning& Programming Committee,BostonMPO
do Central Transportation Planning Staff
10 Park Plaza,Suite 2150
Boston, MA 02116

Re: TransportationImprovement Program(TIP) Priorities for FFYs2011-2014

DearMr. Mohier;

On behalf of theTown of Stow, I amwriting to commenton the draftTIP. The Board of Selectmenhas
reviewed thepotential projectsfor theTIP for FFYs 2011-2014and compared them to theprojects
identified in thecurrent TIP for FFYs 2010-2013.The Town of Stowrequeststhat thefollowing projects
remain on the TIP for FFYs2011-2014:

• Designfunds for the Hudson-Stowsectionof theAssabetRiver Rail Trail (HPP 1761),ID#
604531,for FY2O1I

• Construction funds for the Acton-Maynard-Stow sectionsof theAssabetRiver Rail Trail, ID#
604531,for FY2014

The AssabetRiver Rail Trail, Phase2 project for ActonandMaynard wasidentified in the proposedplan as
a project that staffwould recommendif fundingwasavailable.Asyou know, theAssabetRiver Rail Trail
(ARRT) hasHigh Priority Project(HPP)classfficationwith earmarkedfederalfunding.The Town ofStow
has acquired atwo-mile right of wayfor the ARRT andwould like to connectto theActon-Maynard
segmentpresently under design.There is sufficient HPPmoney in the earmarkto provide the80% of design
fundsnecessaryfor the two-mile sectionin Stow. We would like the HPPfundingfor designingthe Stow
sectionto be available for FY11. With the Stowsectiondesigned,we will then have afive-mile,continuous
sectionof trail ready for construction in FY2014.

The AART SteeringCommitteecontinues to work collaboratively to bring about thenextphaseof trail.
Moreover, this trail is supportedas apriority project by the MAGIC subregion, per its letter to you of April
26, 2010.

Thank you for the opportunityto comment,andwe appreciate your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Laura Spear
StowBoardof Selectmen,Chair


