. Participants in the mail survey and other venues cited the town’s character as one of Acton’s top
Core value' Town assets and the need to control growth and development as one of the most important challenges.

Character
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The preservation of open space seemed to be the

way most people feel the rural characteristics of
the town can be best maintained. “Open space”
is how the majority (82.7%) of written survey
respondents answered the question “What would
you like to see more of in Acton?” Along with
historic features, open space is considered to be

A common concern of Acton residents is that a very important asset. Existing green spaces
growth is eroding the Town’s character. It is contribute to the Town’s uniqueness, and in Acton Voices:
| : Acton’s (
important for us to define what the Town’s char- many cases are listed among the top reasons

that people move to Acton. Both open space

acter is, to identify the elements that make Acton *  Trees and open land

Acton, in order to recommend how to preserve and historic sites are discussed more fully under »  Excellent schools, community commit-
. ; s & ment to education
this character. While the sense of a place can Town Assets” (page 38). ; :
* Sense of community, small town feeling,
be very intangible, there seem to be a number of run into people you know
common themes. . *  “Seasonal changes, stone walls, foliage,

picturesque, old barns”
. - ‘ ¢ Historic, New England architecture
rreserve Rurai and Definition of “Rural Character” *  “Not Your Average Wonderbread Town”
toric Charactel > 5 i ) il e “Semi-rural/Town and country, suburb”
; ; . ere were many discussions regarding the o Nl srovide Tocal Bomis
The key ways in which we Actonians feel the definition of “rural character.” Residents seem g ‘I% wnpcenter P

Town’s character can be preserved: to agree that what was mostly meant by this is % : : : -
a “rural feel,” or a “rural aesthetic,” and that it is * . ‘Peacent quict family-oriented, friendly,
safe, socially aware, livable”

more accurately expressed by the term “rural

8 Objective:

: characteristics.” These were listad as including: *  Good balance between nature and
»  Tree-lined roads development

' tion of historic features +  Open space *  “lts bucolic beginnings”

. «  Trails, ponds, natural habitat, *  “The presence of the past”

o meadows, and woods *  “Wonderful woodland trails”
+  Stone walls *  Neighborhoods

. Farmiand

*  Running into people you know

11 See “What We Heard: Highlights” (page 56) for a
more detailed list of resident responses.




Ways to Preserve Rural and
Historic Characteristics:

Protect existing and acquire additional
open space. The number one way in which
Acton residents felt that the town’s rural “feel”
should be protected is through the acquisition
and creation of open space. This is discussed
further under “Town Assets” (page 38).

Protect and enhance sense of history.

An awareness of, and pride in, the history of
Acton and the remnants that symbolize the
Town’s past was a dominant theme in all
discussions. We found this to be true of
old-timers, newcomers, senior citizens,
residents coming from other countries, as
well as school children. This is discussed
further under “Town Assets” (page 38).

Growth management and site and

design review. We care about how our com-
munity grows and realize that we cannot stop all
development, but we can guide where buildings
are built and how they look. We strongly sup-
port developing and applying design guidelines
to ensure that new and renovated buildings are
in keeping with our town character.

-
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Acquisition of open space

Judicious use of Zoning

Active support of agriculture

(e.g., right-to-farm by-law)

Meandering sidewalks

Promoting natural environments
Preserving and promoting green space
along roads and in front of buildings
Protecting and promoting community
gardens, stone walls, trees, country fairs
and farmer’'s markets

Socio-economically and culturally
diverse, accepiing, welcoming

High degree of civic involvement
Convenience of having a variety of shops
and other activities located nearby

Rural meets suburban conflicts

Small town close to Boston — good mix
Good value — schools and town
economically efficient

High-achieving, driven, ambitious
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In Acton, we do not have one town center, but
we have several. Acton’s residents value this
feature of the Town, recognize it as an organiz-
ing concept and appreciate the opportunities
that town centers afford for social interaction
and running errands. While some Actonians do
lament the fact that there is a lack of one central
town center, most of us do not want to tamper
with Acton’s civic center (Town Hall, the
Memorial Library, etc.). Instead, we would like
to enhance the existing villages and perhaps
create more.

We like that we have a variety of areas, each
with distinct character, some vestiges of the past,
and a mix of vibrant uses. We would like there
to be more vitality, more places to go/things to
do and more walkability. West Acton and West
Concord are good models.

“Let’s turn Kelley’s Corner into our Town
center,” several people said.

Ideas for Kelley’s Corner:

Encourage wide range of shops and
restauranis.

Redevelop area with pedestrian orientation
(including sidewalks, benches, signage, etc.).
Develop design guidelines to control “look
and character.”

Activities including parks, outdoor areas
to congregate, grocery store. Family
restaurant, benches, variety of business-
es, parking in back of buildings, places to
go at night, pleasant lighting

Walkability

Events

Unique and fun window shopping
Locally-owned shops; develop “buy local”
campaign

Need anchor with pulling power
Character — "quaint, but not cute,” each
village with its own distinct character
Strategies — slow traffic, plant flowers
and trees, use zoning, move fowards
mixed use

invite ethnic community to contribute
vitality through celebration, food, etc.
Develop a non-profit semi-government
organization to revitalize village centers
West Concord is a good mode!



