Town of Acton e Planning-Department

472 Main Street  Acton, Massachuseits 01720 ' (508) 264-9636
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Board of Appeals DATE: Apr11 24, 1991
FROM: Roland Bartl, Town Planner /\ / /é
SUBJECT: Variance Request #91-12, Commuter Lot

The Master Plan, in its Goal and Objectives states to "Promote local and
regional public transportation”. More specifically, the Master Plan calls for specific
actions addressing commuter parking. I have attached a copy of the relevant section
of the Action Plan. The proposed expansion is consistent with the Master Plan and
represents an implementation of Action Recommendation No. 150 which is classified
as a high priority. However,-the current preference for resident parking should be
retained or strengthened through decisive measures such as reduced fees for
.. residents or some other mechanism that will help keep on the pressure to construct

“commuter parking facilities further west along the Fitchburg line and/or to develop
_public feeder transportation from other communities to the South Acton commuter
lot. This would be consistent with Action Recommendations No.151 and No.153. In
general, the expansion and improvement of public transportation facilities in Acton
and elsewhere responds directly and indirectly to many other aspects of the Master

Plan ranging from various related transportation issues to environmental and
natural resource issues. Relative to the specific variances requested:

1. The most significant variance in my view would be that from Section 6.6,
because it would: allow smaller parking stalls than are currently existing at the site.
Unlike all other variances requested, this would create a totally new and additional
variation from the zoning bylaw. However, the reduced stall size makes sense in
long term parking facilities such as the commuter lot. In fact the planning
department has researched and, time permitting, will continue to research the
feasibility of separate reduced parking stall standards in private long term parking
facilities, such as designated employee parking areas.

2. In reviewing the plans I believe a variance from Section 6.8.2 is no longer
needed.
3. The site is currently nonconforming relative to sections 6.8.1 through 6.8.7, and

it appears that in the overall balance the proposed changes will not create any \‘
greater impact or a more detrimental situation than the existing nonconformuties. In
fact, the overall island area will be increased with enough remaining contiguous
space to maintain the number of trees currently on site. An effort should be made
to see if there would be an appropriate tree species that would be suitable for the
long and narrow islands.

xc:  David Abbt
[rhb270*4/91]



Acton Master Plan

Part I, Action Plan

Action 146

Action 147

Action 148

Action 149

Lobby for increased train service to Boston.

Explore making elderly and handicapped
transportation available to low income
residents.

Secure cross-town access over Route 2.

Build sidewalks, walk ways and bike ways.
Require the construction of sidewaiks and
walk ways and bike ways for new
development  where  possible and
appropriate.

Issue: Commuter Parking

Section 7, Transportation

High Prioritu

The capacity of the commuter parking lot can be increased with limited
improvements and realignments; such plans have already been developed. The
need exists to implement these plans as a first step in meeting the demand for
commuter rail access. At the same time, the lack of adequate commuter parking
facilities to the west of Acton will continue to cause high demand for Acton's

commuter lot.

Action 150

Action 151

Action 152

Action 123

Provide sufficient parking capacity for
commuter raii users.

Discourage non-resident parking at South
Acton commuter station for commuters
originating from areas west of Acton and
encourage van service from other towns,
such as Mavnard and Stow.

Explore options for West Acton commuter
station. *

Lobby for the expansion of commuter lots in
other towns.

High Priority
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