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Major Alterations (with dates)

fenestration (late 20th c)

Condition Good

Moved Date

Acreage less than one acre

Setting Corner site in the heart of

West Acton’s commercial village.
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SCALE
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Date March 1990

568—576 Massachusetts Ave

Mead Block

- ~e: Present con!nercial
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~SCRIPTION

~te 1922

wrce Phalen

yle Classical Revival
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gATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the conmiunity.

See Inventory Continuation Form

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the coninunity.

See Inventory Continuation Form

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Phalen, History of the Town of Acton.
MiS Files! Photo Collection

Vital Records
Newsclipping, “West Acton’s Growth Years, Fires Prove,” MIS.
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~68—57O MASSACHUSETTSAVENUE / ARCHITECTURALDESCRIPTION:

Designed to suit its corner location, the Mead Block is a two story flat—
roof brick commercial building with Classical Revival styling typical c-f the
1920s. It is the only well preserved brick commerical block in Acton dating
from the early part o-F the century.

With its main -facade (north) fronting Massachusetts Avenue. the building
wraps the corner onto Windsor Street at its west end and onto an al 1 ey on
the east end. A series a-f pedimented parapets rise fran the corbelled
cornice, one marking the center a-f the Mass. Ave and Windsor Ave {-ecades~
and one at each corner, The corners are arti cu! ated by two story ci z
bays with recessed entrances~ each entrance is -Flanked by pci red store-f ront
wi noc’ws= Second story windows are decorated with rough faced I Intel s and
si 1 1 s tJne over one sash has been rep i aced by narrow pci rca one over ones
or —Filled.

The Massachusetts Avenue facade is a symmetri cal composi t:Lon consisting of
— pie-s s~p~r~ting storeTront ndo-: .‘no erti anc~stopped k som

windows ~many of which are now -Fl lied) The store-fronts, original I single
pane glass, now contain multi —-pane olass. On the second -floor, four I/I
windows are -Flanked by two pol ygonal bay windows R.ou0h—-Faced ~ran te’
ii ntei s and si. lls adorn the windows and the storefronts ~~-‘ ice a-f raised
brick panels wrap the bui I di no Just bel ow the corni cc. The panel -as ‘she
wesf_ corner is fill ca with granite and I nc:L sed with 1 etterinq ra:adi no Need
H

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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568—576 MASSACHUSETTSAVENUE / HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The 11~ad Block was constructed in 1922 a-fter a devastating fire in the
commercial center of West Acton that same year. The fire destroyed a~ barber
shop, storage shed, tenement house, garage and hotel. As part of the
re-furbishing o-f West Acton following the fire~ George Varnum head and E-f-Fie
Wriqht Mead built the head Block on the site previously occupied by the
W~ndso~Hotel 1i 1522 the read Blco~ housed the West Acton pass o- i- - se~ a
cafe, a store and five apratments. A variety a-f commercial ventures h-ave
occupied the building including the Atlantic and Pacific Tea company in the
1930s. Currently, the block includes a real estate office, deli, hair
stylist, and model train store. Behind the new oui lding, the Meads erected
a -Four unit ap.a.rtment building on Windsor (see 11--i! Windsor),

The erection c-F the head Block wa.s one o-f severa.L major improvements to West
-‘crc~ viljaqe car Ed OU~.b> beo~~eand E ~d io tke i~~s Ir °~

bhe head moved George Mead~s childhoo~i home -froir the triangular porperty,
~ounded by Massachusetts ~venue and Arl inqto ~reets, and presented the
Land to the town -for creation of a public square. rhe house was moved to S
3pruce Street where the head business was 1 coated (see 5—9 Spruce) George
/. head was one a-f three sons of Varnum Ba:L -F our head (18:32—1908) one o-f
:hree head brothers who ran A. 0. N. head and Co., the successful produce
narketi ng busi ness • dw-i nq the latter half of the 19th century. beorge, who
~1so worked in the f-emil v busi ness, lived in. Somervi 1.1 e and built the nouse
~.t 18 Wright Terrace as -a summer residence (see f~-m).

3egun with the arriva.l a-f the railroad, i.n 1845, the com-merci al develoomont
-f West Acton vi Id was closely associ.a-bad wi. th the prosperity of the

3urroundi no app]. e industry and the growth cf I oral manu’f-a.cturi ng, Dur z no,
:he latter half o-F the 19th century, West Acton~s industries md uded’ old-er
~i1 Is, produce marketing, pail and churn manufacturing, cigar making,
veral I manufacturi ng~- -and other enterpri see. Before the railroad, the
‘i I e~e d’s IC 1 r cecsecD I on a ~- Massachvrc~ ~ ~nue (Her ard IL’ np a

.799), Arlington Street (173S), and Central Street (17~6) was a sparsely
~ett1ed outpost known as the west part r F town.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom


