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568-576 Massachusetts Ave

istoric Name Mead Block
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Original commercial

1922
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Classical Revival

chitect unknown

. gkterior Wall Fabric brick
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UTM REFERENCE - Recorded by _  _Schuler and Johnson
USGS QUADRANGLE " | Organization Acton Historical Commissic

SCALE Date March 1990




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

- ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

See Inventory Continuation Form

HISTORICAL SIGNIFiCANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

See Inventory Continuation Form

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Phalen, History of the Town of Acton.

AHS Files/ Photo Collection
Vital Records
Newsclipping, "West Acton's Growth Years, Fires Prove," AHS.




NVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cammmity : Form No:

{ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ACTON C-229
ffice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: 568-570 Massachusetts

ndicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

S4£8-570 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE / ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIFTION:

Designed to suwit its corner location, the Mead Block is a two story flat-
roof brick commercial building with Classical Revival stvyling typical of the
(1920s. It is the only well preserved brick commerical block in Acton dating
from the early part of the century. o
-main facade (north) fronting Massachusetts Avenue, the building
corner onto Windsor Street, at its west end; and onto an alley on
2nd. A series of pmdinanted parapets rise fron the corbelled
one marking the center of the Mass. Ave and Windsor &ve §: ol
L sach corner The corners are articulated by two st
recessed Hﬂ*tﬂﬂrﬁﬁ‘ sach entrance i1s flanked by pair
Second story windows are decorated with rough faced
ine = e sash has bsen renlaced by narrow paivred on

rEnues facade
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ch are now |
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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'NVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commmity: Form No:

AASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ACTON C-229

JDffice of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name: 568576 Massachusetts

[ndicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

1&8— 76 FASEAEHUSETTE AVENUE / HTSTDRILQL DESCRIFTION:

The Mead Block was constructed in 1922 after a devastating fire in the
commercial center of Hest Acton that same year. The fire destroyed a barber
shop, starage shed, tenement house, garage and hotel. As part of the

refurbishing of West Acton following the fire, George Varnum Mead and Effie

Wright FMead built the Mead Block on the site previously occupied by the
Windsor Hotel. Im 1922 the HMsad Blcok housed the West Acton post office, a
cafe, a store and five apratments. A variety of commercial ventures havs
occupied the building including the Atlantic and Pacific Tea company in the
185Gs. Cwrrently, the block includes a real sstate office, deli, hair
siyviist, and model frain stores. Behind the nsw DHiLilnﬂq the Meads srscted

-
a four unit aparitment buwilding on Windsor 1117 Windsor).

Stagle to . Inventory form at bottom -
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