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Certificate #9606

RECEiVED & FILEDTOWN OF ACTON DATEHISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION ~‘2 ,)
472 Main Street,Acton, MA 01720

CLER((Y
CERTIFICATE

Pursuantto Chapter40C oftheGeneralLawsofMassachusettsandtheHistoric DistrictsBylaw of the
Town of Acton, theActon Historic District Commissionherebyissuesa

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

for thework describedin the accompanyingApplication and listed exhibits.

Applicant (or owner) Carol and David Emerson Telephone

Address HC 32, Box 464, SebascoEstates,ME 04565-9515

Locationof Work 14 Newtown Road District:
No. Street

Center X
South

West

Descriptionof Proposedwork:

Replacementof septicsystem;with new septicvent.

Condition:

Thevent pipe, if visible from thestreet,shall be as low in height as
with appropriatelandscaping.

possible,and screened

Whencompleted,thework outlined abovemustconformin all particularsto theApplication approved
on May 6, 1995 . The applicantmay proceedwith the proposedwork providedall otherapprovals
havebeenobtained,including a Building Permit or Sign Licensewhererequired. This Certificateis
valid for work commencedwithin oneyearof thedateof issuance. If a propertychangesownership
during the time the Certificateis in force, a newownerwho wishesto continuethe authorizedwork
must applyto havea new Certificateissuedin his or herown name.

Application received April 2, 1995 Dateof Public Hearing N/A

Certificateapprovedby , Date ___________________
-~oric Jiistnct on~{ is~1on

Copiesto: Applicant Building Commissioner
Town Clerk HDC File



TOWN OF ACTON
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

472 Main Street Acton, MA 01720

May 16, 1996

Carol and David Emerson
HC 32, Box 464
SebascoEstates,ME 04565-9515

DearCarol and David:

Thank you for sending along the application fee for your Certificate of
Appropriatenessfrom theHistoricDistrict Commission.Aswe expected,theten-day
waiting periodfor abuttersto call for a publichearingon theapplicationranoutwith
no responses.I haveencloseda copy of the certificate,andhavegiven one to both
the Building CommissionerandHealthDirector.

We wish you all the bestasyou start life in Maine, and good luckwith the saleof
your Acton house. We also thankyou again for all your cooperationwith our
procedures,and for sharingwhat you learnedin the courseof installing the new
septicsystem. It is certainlyinformationthatwecanuseto helpotherapplicantsin
the futi~re.

Anne Forbes,



RECEIVED & FILED

DATE
TON HISTORIC DISTRICT (XI~MISSION 7
2 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720

OWH CLERK, R~TON

P~PPLICATIONFOR CERTIFIC~TE

p1icant (owner) TB, ~ ~ (m~L— ~/~‘l ~ Telephone )~h3— ~47~/ o
dress /~ N ~LAJ~O1J’-J ~U) ~ 4/IA ~>/ 7 ~-z)

cation of work IJ&fj~,TZ’t,iJ)\J /~) District: Center ___ West
No. Street South

rsuant to Chapter40C of the GeneralLaws of Nassachusetts,application is herebynade
r issuanceof a Certificate for work within a Local Historic District. The
rtificate is requestedfor:

) new construction ( ) alteration ( ) d~lition ( ) r~xval

) addition/expansion ( ) re-siding ( ) re-roofing ( ) land~.caping

) repair/replac~nt ( ) porc~deck ( ) sign(s) (L~~~r(specify) ________

tscription of work proposed:
~eeinstructions for additional information required)P~~

ie undersignedhereby certifies that the inforrration on this application and that any
.anssuhnitted herewith are correct, and constitute a ccn~letedescription of the work
~oposed.

.gnatureof PropertyOwner ______________________________________Date _____________

- - Do not wr t J~Jow this line

?plication receivedby (~3~ ~. ~ Date ~/ ~
~rtificate approvedby - , I. /~ Date ~

Hi øric District darmission
/

~rtificate of Appropriatenessnot required (Certificate of Non-Applicability -

issued) _______

pllcatlo’-i ~_________ Historic District ~Camussion - -~

/92 , ~ .-:-;~~•
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION
ActoriBoardof Health- Telephone508-264-9634- “°

HistoricDistrict Comi

April 17, 1996

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DougHalley,Health

12 NewtownRoad

In accordancewith Chapter
approvedaDisposalWorksInstall
granteddueunhealthfullcondition

Departmenthas
1. Thepermitwas

TO:



April 26, 1996

Carol and Bill Emerson
14 Newtown Road
Acton, MA 01720

DearCarol and Bill:

The Historic District Commissiondiscussedyour application#9606 for 14 Newtown

Road at its meeting last night. I told them that you and I had talked about a
postponementof theHDC’s jurisdictiondecisionuntil afterthesepticsystemis built,
sincebecauseof themound configurationit is difficult to predictwhetheror not the
septicventwill bevisible from the road. In orderto speedup the approvalprocess
for you, however, the Commissionvoted to issue a Certificateof Appropriateness
anyway. The wordingwe canuse to do this includes the phrase the vent pipe, if
visible from thestreet,shallbeaslow in height aspossible,andis to bescreenedwith
appropriatelandscaping.”

This way, ourvote, andhopefullythe issuingof theCertificate,doesnot haveto wait
until thesystemis completed.We do, however,needto noti1~’your abuttersthat we
would like to makethis determinationwithout a public hearing,and give them ten
daysto call for one,if they so choose. Thenotificationswill be sentout within the
nextfewdays,and you shouldgetonein themail, aswell. At theendof theten-day
waiting periodI will sendyou the certificate.

In themeantime,I’d appreciateit if you couldsendin the $10.00fee that is required
for this type of Certificateof Appropriateness.It canbesenteitherto the Historic
District Commission,c/o TownHall, or to theTown Clerk’s office. Thecheckshould
be madeout to the Town of Acton.

Pleasegive mea call at 263-2227if you haveanyquestions,or if for somereasonyou
might preferto extendour reviewuntil ournextmeetingon May 6. I havespokento
DougHalleyabouttheApril 22 Boardof Healthhearing,andweareall hopeful that
you getthe engineer’sagreementthat you needto lower yoursystem.

Sinc~~~

Anne Forbes,Chair



INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Board of Health ~
FROM: Anne Forbes,Historic District Commission(~j\~j(
DATE: April 14, 1996
SUBJECT: Application for variancefor septicsystemat 14 NewtownRoad

The newsepticsystemat 12 (14) NewtownRoadhasrecentlycomebeforethe Historic
District Commissionfor a Certificateof Appropriateness.Underourbylaw, which gives
the HDC somereview powersover the above-groundfeaturesof a septicsystem,we
frequentlycall for someaestheticchangesthat would makea systemmore aesthetically
compatiblewith thesurroundinghistoric district.

In this case,the HealthDepartmentissuedthe septicconstructionpermitbefore a
certificatehadbeengrantedby theHDC, an error that apparentlytook placewithoutthe
owners’ knowledge. Sincethe leachfield had alreadybeendug up by thetime we
learnedof theproject, theHealthDirector issueda safetyorderto continuethe work
evenwhile our reviewwasin progress.

Originally it appearedthat the only above-groundfeatureof anynotewas to be one
septicvent fairly far backon theproperty. Upon inspectingtheplans,we now find that
the systemis plannedas a very high moundedsystem,and that the owners,quite
understandably,have cometo you for helpin loweringthe heightof what is boundto be
a pretty hideous-looking“earthwork” right in the midstof theHistoric District.

From our point ofview, we feel therearesomespecialconsiderationsin this case. First,
the Historic District Commission,which usuallytries to consultwith applicantson
aestheticissuesfrom thevery earlieststagesof constructionplanning, did not getto see
this plan until afterthe constructionwork had begun. We havethus lost muchof the
opportunitywe would normally haveto helpthe ownersand their engineerexplore
possiblealternativesand comeup with the most aesthetically-acceptabledesignthat still
meetsTitle V andotherhealthand safetyregulations. Second,this situation cameabout
largely throughan erroron the partof the town, i.e. theissuingof a permit for work
within a historic district without theknowledgeor approvalof the Historic District
Commission.

We feel that both thesefactorshaveplaceda hardshipon the owners,who areobviously
attemptingto benefitus all--neighbors,town, andpassers-by--byseekinga septicdesign
that will be lessoffensive to the eye thantheone shownin the plan.

We believe that is a commendablegoal, that thetown haserredin this situation, and we
would thus supportyour grantinganyvariancethatwill resultin an improvementin the
appearanceof this system.
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