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October 27,20W

HonorableJ~nnifarBenson
StateRepresentative
Stato House
Room 130
Boston,MA 02133

DearRepresentativeBenson:

Thankyou fbr yourcorrespondencedatedOctober8, 2010regardingdesignl~indingfor Phase
28 oftheBnzcoFrccnian Rail Trail in the Townsof Acton andConcord.

Wea~eewith advancingthedesignofphase28separatefrom the Concord Rotary project, soas
not to delay thedesigndue theRotaryproject’suncertainstatus,MasaDOTagreesto fluid the
designofphase2B ofthe trail, up to the 25%stageandDesignPublic Rearing.

The next stepswould be for themunicipalities of ConcordandActon to identify a lead
community andwork with MasaDOTDistricts 3 and4(0 submit a ProjectInformation Form
(HF) for this revisedproject lbr considerationby theProject ReviewCommittee.

It’ you haveanyadditionalquestionsor concerns,pleasefeelfreeto contactMarieRose,Director
of Project anagem t, at (617) 973-7427.

ulsaPalcwonsky
HighwayAdministrator

cc: FrankA. Tramontozz~,PB hi ngincer

Honora~1eCotyAtkins, StateRepresentative,Room lEd
Arthur Prosi Dist~ict3Project DevelopmentEng~ncer
FrankSuazynsid,District 4 ProjectDevelopmentEngineer
David Shodd,ProjectManagement

MassathusertsDepartmentof Transportation.HighwayDivision . www.mass~gov/maudo(
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EARTHTECH AECOM
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Over Route 2



Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Under Route 2
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Conceptual Design Costs - Estimates from 2009

• Over option: +1- $3.6 million to construct.

• Under option: +1- $10.4 million to construct.

Higher cost of the under option (tunnel) because:

• Requires raising Route 2 by 6-7 ft. at tunnel
location to get bottom of tunnel out flood plain

• Requires reconstruction of Route 2 for distance of
• nearly 2000 feet (0.4 miles)
• mostly in a westerly (towards Acton) direction.

Concord has expressed preference for the Over
option/bridge (letter dated 12/06/201 0).



Bridge Parameters:

• Ramp up must comply with ADA.
• Minimum clearance: 16 feet.
• Plus height/thickness of bridge span.
• Plus railing and missile fence.
• Total height +/-24 feet.

• Possibly provide additional +/- 2 feet
clearance for future “smoothing of dip” in
Route 2 and bringing road surface higher
above the floodplain.
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two of many bridge design types
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