DRAFT Blog for Acton’s Villages PART ONE:
Acton does not have a single town center.  Instead, a key element of the Town's land use pattern has been the presence of village centers.    Rail lines came through South and West Acton in 1843 which prompted the growth of the villages, especially West Acton Village. It was not until after the Civil War that the railroad went through East and North Acton. At the turn of the century Acton had a population of 2,120 and was organized around five villages – South, West, East, North, and Town Center.  

During the preparation of the 1990 Master Plan there was strong support for increasing the potential and vitality of West Acton Village (WAV) and for resurrecting South and East Acton Villages.  Specific village plans with specific zoning changes came in 1994 for WAV, 1995 for SAV, and 2002 for EAV (copies of these plans are available on docushare: https://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/View/Collection-260).  The new zoning was designed to encourage residential density and mixed use development (commercial and residential), part of an effort to promote commercial vitality in a pedestrian friendly environment and to provide new housing choices within already established neighborhoods.  

 “Preserving and enhancing our village centers” was also articulated as an important goal during the Phase One visioning stage of our new Master Plan process.  Let’s discuss what this goal really means.  In subsequent blog postings we’ll focus on each village area in turn as well as Kelly’s Corner, but let’s start with an examination of the overall goal:
What do you like about our villages? What should be preserved (be specific!)?   What changes do you want to see?  
Is "Village" the right word for what we should be trying to achieve or is it simply an evocative marketing label?  The historic villages were established in a time when walking and rail transportation predominated and connections were not dependent upon the private automobile.  How does a 21st c "village” come to be and what does it look like?
