
Marc J. Goldstein

15 Walnut Street, Suite 400

Wellesley, MA  02481-2133

Direct:  (781) 416-5715

Fax:  (781) 416-5799

mgoldstein@bdlaw.com

February 11, 2011

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL

Kristin Alexander
Assistant Town Planner
Town of Acton
472 Main Street
Acton, Massachusetts  01720

Re: 408 Massachusetts Avenue – TD Bank Application for Sign Special Permits

Dear Ms. Alexander:

I am writing on behalf of TD Bank, N.A. in response to your Interdepartmental 
Communication dated January 28, 2011 concerning TD Bank’s application for a sign special 
permit for 408 Massachusetts Avenue, Acton, and following our meeting yesterday. I have 
organized this letter in the same manner as your memo to respond to the comments and 
questions.  For ease of reference, I have also attached a table summarizing the various Bylaw 
requirements applicable to the proposed signs, whether the signs comply, and the zoning relief, if 
any, sought.

A) One Exterior Sign (“TD Bank”)

1. With this letter TD Bank is providing detailed drawings of the buildings to 
demonstrate the dimensions and distances as requested.  

a. The sign is located on a parapet in accordance with Bylaw § 7.7.4.5.

b. The distance between the sign and the:

a) top of the parapet is 1’-9”, which meets the 1’ requirement of 
§ 7.7.4.5;

b) horizontal edge of the windows is 0”, which will require a special 
permit pursuant to § 7.13.1.3; and

c) vertical edges of the building is 4’-2”, which meets 2’ requirement 
of § 7.7.4.7.
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2. Additional detail is provided to demonstrate that the sign does not project more 
than one foot from the surface to which it is attached and hence complies with 
§ 7.7.4.6.  

3. TD Bank is seeking a sign special permit for internal illumination for this sign.  
See Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. Memorandum to Planning Board dated 
December 23, 2010 (“B&D Memo”), § III(A), pp. 4, 6.

B) Two Exterior Wall Signs (“TD”)

1. Reducing the number of TD wall signs to one sign.

In your memo, you advise the Planning Board that it cannot approve a special 
permit for the two exterior TD wall signs as proposed and you suggest two 
options in which either TD Bank eliminates one TD shield or relocates the two 
TD shields to other locations and reduces their size.  During our meeting 
yesterday, I explained the basis in the Bylaw upon which TD Bank relies for its 
argument that the Planning Board does have the necessary authority to grant the 
special permit approvals needed for the TD shields as proposed.  We have 
scheduled a further meeting on this issue for Tuesday and, depending on the 
outcome of that meeting, TD Bank may propose an alternative for its wall signs.

C) One Freestanding Monument Sign (“TD Bank, Open 7 Days”)

1. TD Bank is submitting a copy of the landscaping plan to demonstrate compliance 
with Bylaw § 7.8.3 and understands that it will be reviewed by the Acton Tree 
Warden.

2. TD Bank is seeking special permit approval for the monument sign for internal 
illumination pursuant to Bylaw § 7.13.1.9.

D) Directional Signs (“Drive-thru/ATM”)

TD Bank is revising its plan to show these signs having no illumination.

E) Directional Signs (“Enter”)

TD Bank is revising its plan to show these signs having no illumination.

F) TD Front Door Handles

TD Bank is revising its plan to remove the TD front door handles from the plan.
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Thank you for the attention that you put into your review of TD Bank’s original proposal.  
I look forward to meeting with you and the other members of the planning staff on Tuesday.

Very truly yours,

Marc J. Goldstein

MJG

Enclosure

cc:  Josh Swerling
Matthew Hyatt
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