
From: Roland Bartl
To: Kim Gorman
Subject: FW: Information on the 495 Compact Regional Forums
Date: Friday, May 20, 2011 11:14:26 AM
Attachments: Revised two page flyer.pdf

Please put the Boxborough date on the PlB agenda calendar and the flyer on the agenda. Maybe we
can motivate a member to go.
 

Roland Bartl, AICP 
Planning Director 
472 Main Street 
Acton, MA 01720 
(978) 929-6631

 

From: Blaustein, Joan [mailto:JBlaustein@MAPC.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2011 10:26 AM
To: Blaustein, Joan; Roland Bartl; Planning Board; Acton 2020 Committee; Economic Development
Committee; Board of Selectmen; Open Space Committee; Conservation Commission; Board of Health;
Kim Gorman
Cc: Bewtra, Manisha G.; Keppard, Barry; Leish, Bruce; Wall, Cynthia; Winter,Steven
Subject: RE: Information on the 495 Compact Regional Forums

Earlier I sent you a flyer regarding the regional forums to be held in June.  I am sending a revised
version of that flyer because the time for the open house has been changed.  The open house
portion of the evening will begin at 5:00 PM instead of 4:30.  I hope you will be able to attend.
 
Joan Blaustein  Land Resources Planner
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
60 Temple Place, 6th Floor
Boston, MA 02111
Phone:  (617) 451-2770 Extension 2023
jblaustein@mapc.org
http://www.mapc.org
 

Please be advised that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Secretary of State considers e-mail a
public record, and therefore subject to the Massachusetts Public Records Law, M.G.L. c. 66 § 10.
 

Please be advised that the Massachusetts Secretary of State considers e-mail to be a public record, and therefore subject to the
Massachusetts Public Records Law, M.G.L. c. 66 § 10.

mailto:/O=TOWN OF ACTON/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=RBARTL
mailto:kgorman@acton-ma.gov
mailto:jblaustein@mapc.org
http://www.mapc.org/



Where should open space be preserved?


What transportation needs should be addressed?


How can we ensure continued economic prosperity 
in the region?


Contribute to the vision for the  
495/Metrowest region 


Share your input at upcoming  
public forums:


Wednesday, June 15
Westborough High School
90 West Main Street


Tuesday, June 21
Boxborough Holiday Inn
242 Adams Place


Open House 5:00-7:00 p.m. (REVISED TIME) 
Public Meeting 7:00 - 9:15p.m. 
Light refreshments provided.
RSVP to info@495partnership.org


The 495/MetroWest Development Compact is an initiative of the Patrick-Murray Administration through the Executive 
Office of Housing and Economic Development and the above agencies and organizations to create a shared framework 
for state, regional, and local strategies for priority development and land preservation as well as transportation and 
other infrastructure investments in the 37 municipalities within the study area.


Learn more about how to get involved by visiting  
www.495partnership.org/compact







Priority Development Areas (PDA) 


Locations potentially capable of supporting additional development or redevelopment, but that may first 


require additional investments in infrastructure. 


Areas designated under state programs such as Chapter 43D (expedited permitting), Chapter 40R (smart 


growth zones) or Economic Opportunity Areas can be examples of PDAs.   


Priority Preservation Areas (PPA) 


Deserve special protection due to significant environmental factors and/or natural features, such as en-


dangered species habitats, large blocks of high quality intact habitat (BioMap2), areas critical to water 


supply, scenic vistas, areas important to a cultural landscape, or areas of historical significance.   


May be critical to linking open space and also trails within a community across municipal boundaries 


that are part of a larger, regional network. 


Significant Transportation Investments (STIs)  


Transportation projects that have the potential to increase efficiency and enhance interconnectivity for 


facilities which serve regional transportation needs. 


Locally identified projects , along with projects from other statewide and regional planning documents, 


will be evaluated to develop an initial set of Regionally Significant Transportation Investments (RSTIs).  


Significant Infrastructure Investments (SIIs)  


Are infrastructure projects that have the potential to increase efficiency and capacity and enhance devel-


opment potential for facilities/sites which serve regional needs. 


In most cases, these potential projects address water, sewer/wastewater, stormwater, and may include 


new infrastructure upgrades/increase in capacity to existing infrastructure that either individually or col-


lectively serve regional needs. 


 


495/MetroWest Development Compact 


June Public Forums 


A key component of this project will be identifying  priority development and preservation areas, and sig-


nificant transportation and infrastructure investments for the region (see below).  The 495/MetroWest 


plan will be prepared in collaboration with regional and local participants and engage both public and pri-


vate sectors to form the framework for public decision-making in land use regulation and infrastructure 


investment within the region over the next twenty years.  


What to Expect at the Regional Forums: 


The Open House will allow attendees to view multi-municipal maps, highlighting the priority develop-


ment and preservation areas for each of the 37 municipalities.  These maps are the result of staff level and 


Planning Board meetings conducted by the respective planning agencies in each of their communities.  


Planning staff from CMRPC and MAPC will be available to answer questions during the Open House as 


well as staff from the other project partners. 


The Public Meeting will include an introduction by the Executive Office of Housing and Economic De-


velopment, providing an overview of the project including goals and outcomes, followed by a detailed 


presentation by the planning agency partners on current conditions, development, and planning for growth 


in a regional context.  There will be plenty of time for questions and answers. 


Two Additional Public Forums will be held in the Fall of 2011.  The project is slated to be completed by 


December 31, 2011. 


Below are some examples of the PDA’s, PPA’s, STI’s, and SII’s; for a more detailed list as well as fur-


ther information on the Compact project visit www.495partnership.org/compact. 
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