Preliminary Write Up: Public Workshop: Choose Your Own Acton.  June 23, 2011

BACK OF AGENDA

Whether, how, and where to provide a new community center and/or senior center:

	
	# of responses
	Comments

	Yes
	 13
	·  I would like to see a combination of both

· Community center w/ “senior areas”

· Near town center if possible

· North Acton seems to be in need of a covered community center. It is heavily populated by seniors, so this population should be supported. 

· Yes, probably higher taxes. Where = near or in a village center.

· Senior center seems a good idea

· Senior center with parking

· Community center for adults with meeting space (media room, movies!), fitness center, lunchroom, small meeting room (for say, card games); a place for “formal” programs as well as casual gathering

· Yes, debt exclusion, NARA park

· Community pool, rec center would be amazing asset. Maybe this needs to be at NARA but would be nice to have something elsewhere

· Yes. West Acton but I don’t necessarily see a community as a priority. The school in many ways functions as community center. 

· Turn NARA into a pool or K-Mart into a pool/gym

· There could be a representative, contact for receiving input, suggestions and feedback; there can e a small community center for this. 

	 No
	5
	· No use buildings + parks we already have

· I think we have to be better about multi-purpose facilities, like using the library, schools + other town buildings for other purposes. 

· No. Acton does not need have an appropriate location

· Let the private sector take care of it

· Seem to already be a lot of resources for both


Whether, how, and where to provide better emergency response to North Acton, including potential new Fire Station:

	Whether or not
	How 
	Where
	Additional Comments

	Yes - 6
	Taxes

bond
	Near NARA
2A + 27

near to the highly populated North Acton

At least an EMS station in N Acton
	Ambulance service is more important

	No – 4
	
	
	· Don’t build it only marginal improvement for high cost.

· No money

· I don’t think we fully utilize the assets we have. Do we really need another fire truck?

· No, focus on paramedics

	Other - 2
	
	
	· Phase Out center station slowly

· I don’t know enough about current needs/response time to make a sensible judgment


Do we want/need more recreation? If yes, what kind and where should it be located? Should NARA be further developed?

· Golf course – use as community center, already has buildings

· I would love to see more family friendly and diverse large playgrounds (2x)

· NARA needs more trees. Expand for more fields if possible – but don’t take town trees or forest to do it

· Senior recreation + physical therapy facility could be purchased. 

· Rail trails are highest priority; safe bicycle + walking connections; pitch and putt golf course

· How about some pubs?

· Yes we need tennis courts in N Acton, NARA park would be a great area for that. Pool would be good too. (2x)

· No, use buildings and parks we already have.

· No retain open space but recreation just adds traffic.

· No – wrong location

· Yes – for adults – more bike trails, walking trails; NARA – no. 

· Senior center should be more than that, great opportunity to bring generations together, make it a community mixing center
· Is current area effectively + consistently used? Instead more rec area are good, but I don’t know if we need more. 

· Improve biking + walking options

· Ymca

· NARA is great as it is. Would love more open space/park/field near Kelley’s Corner
Are there any other such service and/or service facility needs you feel should be addressed? 

· Acton needs to find ways to “bind” the community so that families, elderly, children, have safe, entertaining gathering places.

· More community gardens (2)

· Plan for town hall growth

· Plan for more meeting spaces
· Improvements to public transport around town (3), bike lanes, sidewalks

· I would love to have a central area in town with mixed use – shops, apartments, and outdoor cafés or taverns – places where people can sit outside in the summer, have coffee or a glass or wine +listen to street musicians. 

· Better maintenance of existing facilities
· Roads are a wreck, sand everywhere, flooding.

· Save buildings and heritage
· Acton is going to have trouble meeting needs of its schools in the future. 

· Put resources into library before spending more to develop NARA

· Amazing, vibrant theater community in Acton, would be great to find way for town to support this. 

Additional Comments

· Enforce sign bylaws 

· Create more town center amenities
· Improve walkability on South Acton – improve crosswalks, islands, large plots with flowers at halfway point or central street crossing

· Very concerned that tools to encourage concentrated growth will not work and that we will get more growth in both villages and outlying access.

· How do we create more ways for people to find each other and connect if the don’t have children in schools, belong to a church or a town committee? I like the idea of Portland, ME. Time bank, so people can offer and receive services through this, discover + create new connections. Also – definitely places to walk + bike around town. 

· Loss of historic aesthetic = loss of property value (2)

· Development DOES NOT pay

· Already tried to concentrate growth in villages and it did not work

· Traffic mitigation is important to me

· Feels like Framingham

· Not worth holding onto a house here!

· School age population and over 65 represent 1/3 of population but most town resources allocated into them, not the other 2/3. More budget for town services we all use – library, highway dept, town clerk’s office, health dept, building dept, etc - Yes, at expense of schools. Many taxpayers consume few services yet pay for all. Empty nesters could become active town volunteers. Also would like incentives to change culture that the week your child graduates high school you sell your house – encourage people to stay and invest in the town. 

· We need to expand sewers (3)

· We need to be concerned about development in Marltow + Southboro (sp?) that will put many more gallon of into fields treament plant thus polluting Assabet even more

· Add trees; preserve historic character. Be serious about design and zoning. 

· Quality of life and road safety. 

· Garbage collection

