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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Acton

City/Town

A. General Information

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site):

Railroad Right of Way from the Main Street
Bridge to the Concord Town Line
a. Street Address

Acton
b. City/Town

01720
c. Zip Code

Latitude and Longitude: 42 27'37.26"N
d. Latitude

71 27'27.18" W
e. Longitude

---
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number

Railroad Right of Way from the Main Street
Bridge to the Concord Town Line
g. Parcel /Lot Number

2.  Applicant:

Holly
a. First Name

Palmgren
b. Last Name

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
c. Organization

MBTA, Suite 6720, 10 Park Plaza
d. Street Address

Boston
e. City/Town

 MA
f. State

02116
g. Zip Code

 617-222-1580
h. Phone Number

617-222-1557
i. Fax Number

 hpalmgren@mbta.com
j. Email Address

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant):  Check if more than one owner

Important:
When filling out
forms on the
computer, use
only the tab key
to move your
cursor - do not
use the return
key.

Note:
Before
completing this
form consult
your local
Conservation
Commission
regarding any
municipal bylaw
or ordinance.

a. First Name b. Last Name

c. Organization

d. Street Address

e. City/Town f. State g. Zip Code

h. Phone Number i. Fax Number j. Email address

4.  Representative (if any):

Lars
a. First Name

Carlson
b. Last Name

Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc.
c. Company

343 Congress St.
d. Street Address

Boston
e. City/Town

MA
f. State

02210
g. Zip Code

 (617) 963-4387
h. Phone Number

(617) 963-9824
i. Fax Number

lars.carlson@jacobs.com
j. Email address

5.  Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form):

Exempt
a. Total Fee Paid

Exempt
b. State Fee Paid

Exempt ($737.50)
c. City/Town Fee Paid

mailto:hpalmgren@mbta.com
mailto:lars.carlson@jacobs.com
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Acton

City/Town

A. General Information (continued)

6. General Project Description:

Track Improvements, Signal System Improvements, and Fiber Optic and Power Cable Installation
over a Two Mile Section of Railroad Right of Way (See Exhibit A "Project Description, Existing
Conditions, and Locu Map", Exhibit B "Proposed Conditions and Resource Maps", and Exhibit C "NOI
Drawing Set")

7a. Project Type Checklist:

 1.  Single Family Home  2.  Residential Subdivision

 3.  Limited Project Driveway Crossing  4.  Commercial/Industrial

 5.  Dock/Pier 6.    Utilities

 7.  Coastal Engineering Structure  8.  Agriculture (e.g., cranberries, forestry)

 9.  Transportation  10.    Other

7b.  Is any portion of the proposed activity eligible to be treated as a limited project subject to 310 CMR
 10.24 (coastal) or 310 CMR 10.53 (inland)?

1.   Yes  No If yes, describe which limited project applies to this project:

2. Limited Project

8. Property recorded at the Registry of Deeds for:

Middlesex
a. County

---
b. Certificate # (if registered land)

13117
c. Book

113
d. Page Number

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent)
1.  Buffer Zone Only – Check if the project is located only in the Buffer Zone of a Bordering
 Vegetated Wetland, Inland Bank, or Coastal Resource Area.
2.  Inland Resource Areas (see 310 CMR 10.54-10.58; if not applicable, go to Section B.3,
 Coastal Resource Areas).

Check all that apply below. Attach narrative and any supporting documentation describing how the
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including standards
requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

a.   Bank 1. linear feet 2. linear feet

b.  Bordering Vegetated
  Wetland 1. square feet 2. square feet

1. linear feet 2. linear feet

For all projects
affecting other
Resource Areas,
please attach a
narrative
explaining how
the resource
area was
delineated.

c.  Land Under
 Waterbodies and
 Waterways 3. cubic yards dredged
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Acton

City/Town

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d)

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

d.  Bordering Land
 Subject to Flooding 1. square feet 2. square feet

3. cubic feet of flood storage lost 4. cubic feet replaced

e.  Isolated Land
  Subject to Flooding 1. square feet

2. cubic feet of flood storage lost 3. cubic feet replaced

f. Riverfront Area Fort Pond Brook and Pratts Brook
1. Name of Waterway (if available)

2. Width of Riverfront Area (check one):

  25 ft. - Designated Densely Developed Areas only

  100 ft. - New agricultural projects only

  200 ft. - All other projects

3. Total area of Riverfront Area on the site of the proposed project:  71,462
square feet

4. Proposed alteration of the Riverfront Area:

30,945 (Disturbed ROW)
a. total square feet

17,115 (Disturbed ROW)
b. square feet within 100 ft.

13,830 (Disturbed ROW)
c. square feet between 100 ft. and 200 ft.

5. Has an alternatives analysis been done and is it attached to this NOI?   Yes   No

6. Was the lot where the activity is proposed created prior to August 1, 1996?   Yes   No

3.  Coastal Resource Areas: (See 310 CMR 10.25-10.35)

Check all that apply below.  Attach narrative and supporting documentation describing how the project
will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including standards
requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

a.  Designated Port Areas  Indicate size under Land Under the Ocean, below

b.  Land Under the Ocean 1. square feet

2. cubic yards dredged

c.  Barrier Beach Indicate size under Coastal Beaches and/or Coastal Dunes below

Online Users:
Include your
document
transaction
number
(provided on
your receipt
page) with all
supplementary
information you
submit to the
Department.

d.  Coastal Beaches 1. square feet 2. cubic yards beach nourishment

e.  Coastal Dunes 1. square feet 2. cubic yards dune nourishment
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Acton

City/Town

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d)

Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

f. Coastal Banks 1. linear feet

g. Rocky Intertidal
  Shores 1. square feet

h. Salt Marshes 1. square feet 2. sq ft restoration, rehab., creation

i. Land Under Salt
  Ponds 1. square feet

2. cubic yards dredged

j. Land Containing
  Shellfish 1. square feet

k. Fish Runs Indicate size under Coastal Banks, inland Bank, Land Under the
Ocean, and/or inland Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways,
above

1. cubic yards dredged

l. Land Subject to
   Coastal Storm Flowage 1. square feet

4.  Restoration/Enhancement
If the project is for the purpose of restoring or enhancing a wetland resource area in addition to the
square footage that has been entered in Section B.2.b or B.3.h above, please enter the additional
amount here.

a. square feet of BVW b. square feet of Salt Marsh

C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements

Streamlined Massachusetts Endangered Species Act/Wetlands Protection Act Review
1. Is any portion of the proposed project located in Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife as indicated on

the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-Listed Rare Wetland Wildlife published by the Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? To view habitat maps, see the Massachusetts
Natural Heritage Atlas or go to http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhregmap.htm.

a.   Yes   No

10/1/08
b. Date of map

If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to:

  Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
  Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
  Route 135, North Drive
  Westborough, MA 01581

If yes, the project is also subject to Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) review (321
CMR 10.18). To qualify for a streamlined, 30-day, MESA/Wetlands Protection Act review, please
complete Section C.1.C, and include requested materials with this Notice of Intent (NOI); OR
complete Section C.1.d, if applicable. If MESA supplemental information is not included with the NOI,
by completing Section 1 of this form, the NHESP will require a separate MESA filing which may take
up to 90 days to review (unless noted exceptions in Section 2 apply, see below).

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhregmap.htm.
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Acton

City/Town

C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d)

1. c. Submit Supplemental Information for Endangered Species Review *

1. Percentage/acreage of property to be altered:

(a) within wetland Resource Area percentage/acreage

(b) outside Resource Area percentage/acreage

2.   Assessor’s Map or right-of-way plan of site

3.   Project plans for entire project site, including wetland resource areas and areas outside of
 wetlands jurisdiction, showing existing and proposed conditions, existing and proposed
 tree/vegetation clearing line, and clearly demarcated limits of work **

(a)   Project description (including description of impacts outside of wetland resource area &
      buffer zone)

(b)   Photographs representative of the site

(c)   MESA filing fee (fee information available at:
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhenvmesa.htm)

  Make check payable to “Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Fund” and mail to
  NHESP at above address

Projects altering 10 or more acres of land, also submit:

(d)   Vegetation cover type map of site

(e)   Project plans showing Priority & Estimated Habitat boundaries

d. OR Check One of the Following

1.   Project is exempt from MESA review.
Attach applicant letter indicating which MESA exemption applies. (See 321 CMR 10.14,
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhenvexemptions.htm; the NOI must still be sent to
NHESP if the project is within estimated habitat pursuant to 310 CMR 10.37 and 10.59.)

2. Separate MESA review ongoing.

a. NHESP Tracking Number b. Date submitted to NHESP

3.  Separate MESA review completed.
   Include copy of NHESP “no Take” determination or valid Conservation & Management
   Permit with approved plan.

* Some projects not in Estimated Habitat may be located in Priority Habitat, and require NHESP
 review (see www.nhesp.org regulatory review tab).  Priority Habitat includes habitat for state-
 listed plants and strictly upland species not protected by the Wetlands Protection Act.

 ** MESA projects may not be segmented (321 CMR 10.16). The applicant must disclose full development plans
  even if such plans are not required as part of the Notice of Intent process.

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhenvmesa.htm)
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhenvexemptions.htm;
http://www.nhesp.org/
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Acton

City/Town

C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d)

2. For coastal projects only, is any portion of the proposed project located below the mean high water
 line or in a fish run?

a.   Not applicable – project is in inland resource area only

b.   Yes  No If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to either:

South Shore - Cohasset to Rhode
Island, and the Cape & Islands:

Division of Marine Fisheries -
Southeast Marine Fisheries Station
Attn: Environmental Reviewer
838 South Rodney French Blvd.
New Bedford, MA 02744

North Shore - Hull to New Hampshire:

Division of Marine Fisheries -
North Shore Office
Attn: Environmental Reviewer
30 Emerson Avenue
Gloucester, MA 01930

Also if yes, the project may require a Chapter 91 license. For coastal towns in the Northeast Region,
please contact MassDEP’s Boston Office. For coastal towns in the Southeast Region, please contact
MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office.

3. Is any portion of the proposed project within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?

a.   Yes  No If yes, provide name of ACEC (see instructions to WPA Form 3 or MassDEP
Website for ACEC locations). Note: electronic filers click on Website.

b. ACEC

4. Is any portion of the proposed project within an area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water
 (ORW) as designated in the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, 314 CMR 4.00?

a.   Yes  No

5. Is any portion of the site subject to a Wetlands Restriction Order under the Inland Wetlands
 Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40A) or the Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 130, § 105)?

Online Users:
Include your
document
transaction
number
(provided on
your receipt
page) with all
supplementary
information you
submit to the
Department.

a.   Yes  No

6. Is this project subject to provisions of the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards?

a.  Yes. Attach a copy of the Stormwater Report as required by the Stormwater Management
  Standards per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)-(q) and check if:

1.  Applying for Low Impact Development (LID) site design credits (as described in
  Stormwater Management Handbook Vol. 2, Chapter 3)

2.  A portion of the site constitutes redevelopment

3.  Proprietary BMPs are included in the Stormwater Management System.

b.  No. Check why the project is exempt:

1.  Single-family house

2.  Emergency road repair

3.  Small Residential Subdivision (less than or equal to 4 single-family houses or less than or
  equal to 4 units in multi-family housing project) with no discharge to Critical Areas.
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Acton

City/Town

D.  Additional Information

 Applicants must include the following with this Notice of Intent (NOI). See instructions for details.

Online Users: Attach the document transaction number (provided on your receipt page) for any of the
following information you submit to the Department.

1.  USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing
sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site.
(Electronic filers may omit this item.)

2.  Plans identifying the location of proposed activities (including activities proposed to serve as a
Bordering Vegetated Wetland [BVW] replication area or other mitigating measure) relative to
the boundaries of each affected resource area.

3.  Identify the method for BVW and other resource area boundary delineations (MassDEP BVW
   Field Data Form(s), Determination of Applicability, Order of Resource Area Delineation, etc.),
   and attach documentation of the methodology.

4.  List the titles and dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this NOI.

See Exhibit C "NOI Drawing Set"
a. Plan Title

HNTB Companies
b. Prepared By

Eric DiVirgilio, PE
c. Signed and Stamped by

March 4, 2011
d. Final Revision Date

1"=40'
e. Scale

---
f. Additional Plan or Document Title

---
g. Date

5.  If there is more than one property owner, please attach a list of these property owners not
listed on this form.

6.  Attach proof of mailing for Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, if needed.

7.  Attach proof of mailing for Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, if needed.

8.  Attach NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form

9.  Attach Stormwater Report, if needed.

E. Fees
1. Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district of

   the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing
   authority, or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.

Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to pages 1 and 2 of the NOI Wetland Fee
Transmittal Form) to confirm fee payment:

2. Municipal Check Number 3. Check date

4. State Check Number 5. Check date

6. Payor name on check: First Name 7. Payor name on check: Last Name





Wpaform3.doc • Wetland Fee Transmittal Form • rev. 2/21/08 Page 1 of 2

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

Important: When
filling out forms
on the computer,
use only the tab
key to move your
cursor - do not
use the return
key.

A. Applicant Information

1. Applicant:

Holly
a. First Name

Palmgren
b. Last Name

M.B.T.A.
c. Organization

Suite 6720, 10 Park Plaza
d. Mailing Address

Boston
e. City/Town

MA
f. State

02116
g. Zip Code

 617-222-1580
h. Phone Number

617-222-1557
i. Fax Number

 hpalmgren@mbta.com
j. Email Address

2. Property Owner (if different):

a. First Name b. Last Name

c. Organization

d. Mailing Address

e. City/Town f. State g. Zip Code

h. Phone Number i. Fax Number j. Email Address

3. Project Location:

M.B.T.A. Right-of-Way
a. Street Address

Acton
b. City/Town

To calculate
filing fees, refer
to the category
fee list and
examples in the
instructions for
filling out WPA
Form 3 (Notice of
Intent).

B. Fees
The fee should be calculated using the following six-step process and worksheet. Please see
Instructions before filling out worksheet.

Step 1/Type of Activity: Describe each type of activity that will occur in wetland resource area and
buffer zone.

Step 2/Number of Activities: Identify the number of each type of activity.

Step 3/Individual Activity Fee: Identify each activity fee from the six project categories listed in the
instructions.

Step 4/Subtotal Activity Fee: Multiply the number of activities (identified in Step 2) times the fee per
category (identified in Step 3) to reach a subtotal fee amount. Note: If any of these activities are in a
Riverfront Area in addition to another Resource Area or the Buffer Zone, the fee per activity should be
multiplied by 1.5 and then added to the subtotal amount.

Step 5/Total Project Fee: Determine the total project fee by adding the subtotal amounts from Step 4.

Step 6/Fee Payments: To calculate the state share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and subtract
$12.50. To calculate the city/town share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and add $12.50.

mailto:hpalmgren@mbta.com
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

B. Fees (continued)
Step 1/Type of Activity Step 2/Number

of Activities
Step

3/Individual
Activity Fee

Step 4/Subtotal Activity
Fee

4e Railroads 1 $1,450.00 $1,450.00

Step 5/Total Project Fee: $1,450.00

Step 6/Fee Payments:

Total Project Fee: Exempt
a. Total Fee from Step 5

 State share of filing Fee: Exempt
b. 1/2 Total Fee less $12.50

City/Town share of filling Fee: Exempt ($737.50)
c. 1/2 Total Fee plus $12.50

C. Submittal Requirements
a.) Complete pages 1 and 2 and send with a check or money order for the state share of the fee, payable to

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Department of Environmental Protection
Box 4062

Boston, MA 02211

b.) To the Conservation Commission: Send the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of Intent; a copy of
this form; and the city/town fee payment.

To MassDEP Regional Office (see Instructions): Send a copy of the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of
Intent; a copy of this form; and a copy of the state fee payment. (E-filers of Notices of Intent may submit these
electronically.)
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Project Description, Existing Conditions, and Locus Map
Exhibit A
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A-1

A. General Project Description

The project will consist of track system and signal system improvements along a two
mile section of railroad right of way in South Acton.  These improvements are part of a
larger overall project to improve service along the entire Fitchburg Commuter Rail line.
The Fitchburg Commuter Rail Line Improvement Project will modernize the existing
commuter rail line to provide greatly improved service and reliability to riders and
commuters in a 50-mile long corridor extending from Fitchburg to Boston.  This line has
a low performance record for reliability and on-time service when compared to other
commuter rail lines.

The need for improvements to the Fitchburg Line was first identified in 2001. Through
public outreach, the following objectives were identified for the line: reduce travel time,
improve reliability, and increase trip frequency. These goals form the basis for the
proposed improvements.

The work proposed under this Notice of Intent consists of track work and signal system
improvements along a two mile section of the existing railroad right-of-way between
Main Street  and the Concord Town Line.   This area is  shown on the Locus Map at  the
end of this Exhibit.

The  three  main  elements  of  the  work  in  this  area  are  (1)  a  new  interlocking,  new
approach tracks, and minor track realignments in the area just to the east of the Main
Street Bridge, (2) grade crossing improvements at the Parker Street Grade Crossing, and
(3) a new direct burial set of fiber optic and electric cables along the entire length of the
right of way.  The general areas of this work are shown on the Resource Maps in Exhibit
B  “Proposed  Conditions  and  Resource  Maps”.   The  details  of  the  work  are  shown  in
Exhibit C” NOI Drawing Set”.

The new interlocking and minor track realignment in the area just to the east of the Main
Street Bridge will allow for greater operational flexibility.  An interlocking is a set of
crossovers between the two tracks.  The interlocking will allow a train set to move readily
from one track to the other.  The work of creating the new interlocking involves removal
and  disposal  of  some  sections  of  existing  rail,  ties,  and  other  track  material,  some
realignment of the approach tracks to the interlocking area, and placement of the track
turnouts and related trackwork.  Signal system work related to the interlocking will
include three signal houses along the side of the right of way.  This work will take place
in  the  area  where  the  railroad  right  of  way  crosses  over  the  Fort  Pond  Brook  and  lies
within the riverfront area associated with the Brook and the buffer zone of the wetlands
that border the Brook.

Grade crossing improvements at the Parker Street Grade Crossing will include two new
signal houses, new crossing gates, and some underground signal cable.  This work lies
within the buffer zone of wetlands that border the right of way in this area.
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Exhibit A
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The new direct burial fiber optic and electric cables will create regional communication
connections by making use of the railroad right of way as a publicly owned corridor
through the area.  All cables will be installed in a single bundle using a limited impact,
direct burial operation.  The cable installation extends over the entire length of the right
of way through the area covered under this NOI.  The cable burial operation will lie
within  the  riverfront  area  of  Fort  Pond  Brook  and  within  the  riverfront  area  of  Pratts
Brook, the habitat area of a vernal pool located adjacent to the right of way, and within
the buffer zones of several wetland areas adjacent to the right of way.

There is other work related to the Fitchburg Line Improvements Project within the Town
of Acton.  Work in West Acton as far east as the Central Street grade crossing has been
covered under DEP File Number 85-1038.  Work from the Central Street Grade Crossing
to the Main Street Bridge will be covered under a future NOI filing for the work related
to the South Acton Station Improvements.  The design of the South Acton Station will lag
slightly behind the other elements of the work in Acton because of the need for extensive
community interaction for that facility.

B. Existing Conditions

Fort Pond Brook is the major waterway in the area.  Most wetland resources in the area
are related to Fort Pond Brook or its tributaries.  Fort Pond Brook crosses under the
railroad  right  of  way  from  south  to  north  at  a  stone  arch  bridge  just  east  of  the  Main
Street Bridge.  The brook then runs north of and parallel to the railroad right of way for
about three quarters of a mile.   Pratts  Brook joins from the south and Fort  Pond Brook
veers away to the north away from the railroad right of way.  The ultimate destination for
Fort Pond Brook is the Assabet River.

The railroad right of way was established many years ago following the river valley
through the south side of Acton in order to provide a relatively flat pathway through this
generally hilly area.  The right of way is cleared and graded; the width varies but is
generally about eighty feet.

This portion of the Fitchburg Line right of way does not extend into any Natural Heritage
Endangered Species Program Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife polygons.  The flood
plain of Fort Pond Brook is adjacent to the right of way but does not overtop it.  Exhibit
D “FEMA Flood Mapping” shows the adjacent flood plains.
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Wetland resource areas were delineated in the field by Jacobs’ wetland scientists in May
of 2008. The delineations were performed in accordance with MGL c 131 s 40. The
following resource areas were identified within or in close proximity to the right-of-way.

Riverfront Areas

Riverfront area associated with Fort Pond Brook is located within the right of way east of
the Main Street Bridge; riverfront area associated with Pratts Brook is located at Culvert
MP 24.23.  The portions of Riverfront Area within the right-of-way have been
maintained as a railroad since operations on the line commenced. Active use of the right-
of way results in disturbed conditions that do not contribute to the interests protected by
the Wetlands Protection Act.  The right-of-way is maintained as a flat, compacted
embankment covered with rock ballast and track. Vegetation is routinely removed from
the  right-of-way  to  maintain  sight  distances  and  provide  ease  of  access  for  track
maintenance.  A photograph of the right-of-way in the riverfront area is provided below.
It  is  clear  that  the  disturbed  conditions  within  the  right-of-way  have  eliminated  the
capacity of the Riverfront Area, within the right-of-way, to contribute to the interests of
the  Wetlands  Protection  Act.   Vegetation  is  regularly  removed  from  the  tracks  and  the
area within 12 feet of the centerline of each track.  The right of way is covered with rock
ballast and is maintained to support commuter and freight service.

View of Riverfront Area at the Bridge over Fort Pond Brook
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The right-of-way is not significant to the protection of water supplies or groundwater. It
provides no flood storage and does not contribute to storm damage prevention.  The
altered soils and lack of vegetation eliminate its capacity to prevent pollution.  The lack
of vegetation and presence of rail service eliminate any potential to provide food or
shelter to wildlife or to contribute to the protection of shellfish or fisheries.  Based on the
conditions in the right-of-way, it is clear that presumption that the Riverfront Area
resource within the right of contributes to the interests of the Act is rebutted and is
overcome in accordance with 310 CMR 10.58 (3).

Bordering Land Subject to Flooding

FEMA Mapping indicates that  portions of the wetlands adjacent to the right of way are
within the mapped Zone AE.  Copies of FEMA Flood Mapping of the area are provided
in Exhibit D.

Vernal Pool Habitat

Certified Vernal Pool No. 3176 is located at the toe of slope of the existing embankment
on the south side of the right of way to the west of the Pratts Brook culvert.  A portion of
the 100 foot vernal pool habitat offset overlaps the existing double track trackbed.  The
area is largely un-vegetated and maintained as ballast; it does not provide feeding or
overwintering habitat.

View of Trackbed Near CVP 1376, Looking East
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100 Foot Buffer Zone

Portions of the right-of-way within the project area lie within the 100 foot buffer zone to
bordering vegetated wetlands and intermittent stream banks. Areas where work is
proposed in the buffer zone are located within the existing right of way.  Conditions of
the buffer zone within the right-of-way are those of an active rail line.

Soils

NRCS mapping indicates that soils within and adjacent to the right of way through South
Acton are classified as:

6 - Scarboro Mucky Fine Sandy Loam
36 - Saco Mucky Silt Loam,
51- Swansea Muck
71 - Ridgebury Fine Sandy Loam,
103 - Charlton-Hollis-Rock Outcrop Complex
253 - Hinckley Loamy Sand
255 - Windsor Loamy Sand,
307 - Paxton Fine Sandy Loam
603 - Urban Land, Wet Substratum
656 - Udorthents – Urban Land Complex
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Work Proposed

The work proposed under this Notice of Intent consists of track work and signal work to improve
the speed and reliability of commuter rail service along the Fitchburg Line.  The limits of work
for this filing are from the Main Street Bridge on the west to the Concord town line on the east.
These limits  of  work encompass about  two miles  of  the right  of  way.   The work includes (1)  a
new interlocking, new approach tracks, and minor track realignments in the area just to the east of
the Main Street Bridge, (2) grade crossing improvements at the Parker Street grade crossing, and
(3) a new direct burial set of fiber optic and electric cables along the entire length of the right of
way.  Sections of the railroad right of way where this work will be taking place are located within
the Riverfront Area of Fort Pond Brook and the Riverfront Area of Pratts Brook, the habitat area
of a trackside vernal pool, and the 100 foot Buffer Zone of trackside Bordering Vegetated
Wetlands.  No direct impacts to wetland resources are proposed.  All work is within the existing
MBTA right of way.

Track Construction

Proposed trackwork involves the construction of a new interlocking which requires demolition of
an existing crossover, two new crossovers, some sections of new approach track, and minor
realignments of the existing tracks.  Refer to Sheet T-66 and Sheet T-67 in Exhibit C “NOI
Drawing Set” for the details of this work.

The right-of-way where track construction is proposed is located within an unvegetated,
previously disturbed area within the right-of-way. The disturbed conditions within the right-of-
way have eliminated the capacity of the proposed work area to contribute to the interests of the
Wetlands Protection Act.  Vegetation is regularly removed from the existing track and access
road within the right-of-way.  The right of way is covered with rock ballast and is maintained to
support commuter service.  Based on the conditions in the right-of-way, the presumption that the
Riverfront Area resource within the right-of-way contributes to the interests of the Act is rebutted
and is overcome in accordance with 310 CMR 10.58 (3).

Work on track construction is also proposed within the 100 foot buffer zone to Bordering
Vegetated  Wetlands.  A  straw  bale  and  siltation  fence  erosion  control  barrier  is  proposed  to
prevent erosion and sedimentation of the resource areas adjacent to the right-of-way where work
is proposed.

Work on track construction is proposed in areas adjacent to Zone AE (100 year floodplain areas)
as shown on the FEMA mapping for the Town of Acton.  See Exhibit D “FEMA Flood
Mapping”.  All trackwork is proposed at the top of the embankment of the right-of-way above the
100 year flood elevations.

Signal Work

Upgrades to the signal system are proposed within the right-of-way. This work includes the
installation of new signal houses, new equipment, and the power and signal cable required to
connect the system.  It includes the excavation of trenches for the installation of the cables.  New
signal houses and other signal system work in the area of the new interlocking can be seen on
Sheet  T-67,  Sheet  T-77,  and Sheet  D-13 in Exhibit  C “NOI Drawing Set”.   New signal  houses
and other signal system work in the area of the Parker Street grade crossing can be seen on Sheet
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T-64a in Exhibit C.  Some of this work is proposed in the Riverfront Area of Fort Pond Brook
and the 100 foot buffer zone to BVW associated with Fort Pond Brook.  Straw bale and siltation
fence erosion controls will be provided to prevent erosion and sedimentation in these resource
areas.

Fiber Optic/Power Cable Installation

Installation of a continuous cable run will occur on the north side of the tracks from the Main
Street  Bridge to the Concord town line.   The cable will  be installed by direct  burial  of  a  single
conduit bundle by a cable plow that runs along the railroad tracks.  The cable will be plowed
directly into the north side of the right-of-way at a distance of about eleven feet from the
centerline of the northern track.  The cable plowing operation involves limited disturbance to the
area; the ground surface is immediately restored after the plow train passes.

In locations where direct bury of cable is not possible, such as at bridges, culverts, and grade
crossings, the cable will be carried in conduits with buried pull boxes on either side of the
obstacle.  The pull boxes allow for the stub ended section of the cable from plowing operations to
be stored.  The cable is pulled through the conduits to be spliced to the next section of buried
cable.  Excavations into the existing gravel embankment will be required to install the pull boxes.
These areas of excavation and backfill will be stabilized immediately after the cable is installed.
All work is proposed within the existing railroad right-of-way.

A straw bale and siltation fence erosion control barrier is proposed to prevent erosion and
sedimentation into the resource areas adjacent to the right-of-way where excavation is required
within the 100 foot buffer zone for cable or signal equipment installation.

Work in the 100 Foot Buffer Zone

Work is proposed within the 100 foot buffer zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands in several
instances.  A straw bale erosion control barrier is proposed to prevent erosion and sedimentation
from entering the resource areas adjacent to the right-of-way.

Stormwater Management

All work is proposed within a previously developed area.  No expansion of development will take
place.  All work will take place within the existing right-of-way.  Changes in existing drainage
patterns are not proposed.  The changes in the amount of impervious surfaces involve only the
roofs of the signal houses and are not significant.  As a result, no Stormwater Management Plan is
required.

Monitoring

The MBTA will require the contractor to engage an Environmental Monitor to ensure that the
work will not result in accidental impacts to wetland resources as a result of the proposed work.
Weekly monitoring of the work areas subject to jurisdiction will be performed in accordance with
the contract requirements. Jacobs is under contract to the MBTA to perform construction phase
services which includes providing environmental monitoring to make sure that the contractor
adheres to the conditions in the permit and provides Best Management Practices to prevent
violations of the Wetlands Protection Act during construction.
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Notification to Abutters Under the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act

DESCRIPTION: The MBTA proposes to make improvements to the Fitchburg Line right-of-way in the
Town of Acton.  The Fitchburg Commuter Rail Line Improvement Project will modernize an existing
commuter rail line to provide greatly improved service and reliability to riders and commuters. The
Fitchburg Line is a 50-mile long railroad corridor extending from Fitchburg to Boston, Massachusetts.
The work proposed in this Notice of Intent consists of trackwork associated with a new interlocking and
the installation of fiber optic cable within the MBTA Right-of-way from the Concord Municipal
boundary to Main Street.  The Notice of Intent describes the proposed work and measures to ensure
protection to the nearby wetlands.  The MBTA is required to notify abutters to the proposed work.  The
purpose of this letter is to notify you that the Notice of Intent has been filed with the Acton Conservation
Commission and that a Public Hearing will be held to review the planned work. The purpose is also to
inform you where you can get further information on both the Notice of Intent and the time and place of
the hearing.

In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40, you
are hereby notified of the following:

A. The name of the applicant is the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA).

B. The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent with the Conservation Commission for the Town of
Acton seeking permission to alter an Area Subject to Protection under the Wetlands Protection
Act (Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40).

C. The address of the lot where the activity is proposed is the MBTA right-of-way  from Concord to
the Main Street Bridge in Acton.

D. Copies of the Notice of Intent may be examined at the offices of the Acton Conservation
Commission.  For more information, Contact the Commission at (978) 264-9631.

E. Information regarding the date, time, and place of the public hearing may be obtained from the
Acton Conservation Commission at (978) 264-9631.

NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place will be published at least five (5)
days in advance in the Beacon.

NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place will be posted in the Acton Town
Hall not less than forty-eight (48) hours in advance.

NOTE: You may also contact the nearest Department of Environmental Protection Regional Office for
more information about this application or the Wetlands Protection Act. To contact DEP, call the
Central Regional Office at 508-792-7650.
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