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GOAL 4: Provide More Opportunities for Community Gathering and Recreation
We value the small town feeling and appreciate the sense of community that results from frequent opportunities for interaction.  We support providing places for both casual social interaction and organized events that bring members of the community together.  We believe in offering opportunities for both single generation and intergeneration experiences and for sharing of cultural celebration.  We aim to provide recreational opportunities for all ages.

Objective 4.1: Provide a community facility large enough to accommodate a variety of uses and a wide range of programming 

Strategies
1. Create a multi-use facility that can be used as a Senior Center during the day and for additional community uses during evenings and weekends

a. Locate it near other attractions to encourage community use

b. Encourage multi-mode access (car, van, bike, pedestrian)

c. Structure building to encourage multiple uses

i. Some spaces large enough for large community gatherings (cultural celebrations, wedding receptions, birthday parties)

ii. Some spaces usable for performances (theater, dance, music, movies)

iii. Spaces appropriate for a range of types of exercise

iv. Spaces appropriate for small and medium group gatherings

d. Structure building so that it can be used for emergency shelter 

	Goal
	Objective
	Strategy Type
	Strategy

	4
	4.1
	C
	Create a multi-use facility that can be used as a Senior Center during the day and for additional community uses during evenings and weekends


Objective 4.2: Provide enough playgrounds, parks and conservation lands that every person in Acton can either walk or ride a bike safely to reach one near his or her home.
Strategies

1. Develop a schedule to maintain and improve existing public playgrounds and create new playgrounds using both public and private funds.
2. Require construction of playgrounds and/or parks in new developments
3. Encourage the creation of conservation lands associated with new housing development.
4. Develoop a plan for maintenance and addition of hiking paths in conservation lands using a combination of public funds and private fundraising.
5. Construct the Assabet River Rail Trail portion that goes through Acton
6. Construct the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail portion that goes through Acton
	Goal
	Objective
	Strategy Type
	Strategy

	4
	4.2
	E,M (Rec Committee)
	Develop a schedule to maintain and improve existing public playgrounds and create new playgrounds using both public and private funds.



	
	
	R,P (Planning Board)
	Require construction of playgrounds and/or parks in new developments

	
	
	E,P (Planning Board)
	Encourage the creation of conservation lands associated with new housing development.



	
	
	E, M (Land Stewards)
	Develoop a plan for maintenance and addition of hiking paths in conservation lands using a combination of public funds and private fundraising.



	
	
	E, C?, M, P
	Construct the Assabet River Rail Trail portion that goes through Acton



	
	
	E, C?, M, P
	Construct the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail portion that goes through Acton




Objective 4.3: Increase opportunities for active recreation.

Strategies

1. Maintain existing playing fields and create new playing fields. Use a combination of public funds  and private fundraising to cover costs. Ensure that playing fields are available to both youth leagues and adult leagues.
	Goal
	Objective
	Strategy Type
	Strategy

	4
	4.3
	C, M (Rec Committee)
	Maintain existing playing fields and create new playing fields. Use a combination of public funds  and private fundraising to cover costs. Ensure that playing fields are available to both youth leagues and adult leagues


Objective 4.4: Create new informal gathering spaces
Strategies
1. Encourage developers to create pockets parks in infill projects and redevelopment projects 
2. Increase number and variety of restaurants. Actively recruit mid-level, family, casual, and additional ethnic restaurants. Encourage outdoor seating options at restaurants
	Goal
	Objective
	Strategy Type
	Strategy

	4
	4.4
	R, M (Planning Board, BoS), P
	Encourage developers to create pockets parks in infill projects and redevelopment projects 



	
	
	R, M (EDC, BoS)
	Increase number and variety of restaurants. Actively recruit mid-level, family, casual, and additional ethnic restaurants. Encourage outdoor seating options at restaurants




Objective 4.5: Encourage use of existing gathering space
Strategies
1. Create a ‘one stop’ mechanism for reserving spaces in either town or school facilities.

2. Evaluate existing town owned buildings to ensure that they are being used optimally.

	Goal
	Objective
	Strategy Type
	Strategy

	4
	4.5
	M
	Create a ‘one stop’ mechanism for reserving spaces in either town or school facilities.



	
	
	M
	Evaluate existing town owned buildings to ensure that they are being used optimally.


Objective 4.6: Support additional cultural activities

Strategies
1. Movie Theater. Actively recruit a small scale movie theater to locate in Acton. 

2. Libraries.  Increase the coordination between the Acton Memorial Library, the West Acton Citizen’s Library and the Council on Aging. Continue to support programming geared to different age groups (particularly children and seniors). 

3. Community Education / Recreation. Offer a wide range of programs that reflect the interests of Acton residents and promote building connections through shared interests.

4. Support the efforts of the Acton Boxborough Cultural Council and private organizations to provide local opportunities for Theater, Concerts, Dance, Cultural Celebrations
	Goal
	Objective
	Strategy Type
	Strategy

	4
	4.6
	M (EDC)
	Movie Theater. Actively recruit a small scale movie theater to locate in Acton. 

	
	
	E
	Libraries.  Increase the coordination between the Acton Memorial Library, the West Acton Citizen’s Library and the Council on Aging. Continue to support programming geared to different age groups (particularly children and seniors)

	
	
	E
	Community Education / Recreation. Offer a wide range of programs that reflect the interests of Acton residents and promote building connections through shared interests

	
	
	E
	Support the efforts of the Acton Boxborough Cultural Council and private organizations to provide local opportunities for Theater, Concerts, Dance, Cultural Celebrations
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