
MASSACHUSETTSHISTORICAL COMMISSION~

APPLICATION FOR INDIVIDUAL
NOMINATIONS TOTHE NATIONALREGISTER

• •: OF HISTORIC PLACES

PART• I : GENERAL FORM~DON

1. PROPERTYNAJ4E

A0 Historic Exchange Hall
(This EE~the n~~hich has the 1ongesEiI~sociationwith -

thebuilding at the time of. its greatestsignificance. This
• will be the official nameunless otherwisenoted)

B, COnThO~ Exchange Hall
(This ~
as the historic name; pleasespecify if you wish this to be the
official name) •

~

conn~arycto ________ __

Co~natyNidd1~se~’~.

• Congr~ssionalDistrict Fifth’

Name ~W1 ~o~Jji~n ~3/f~) kJ~T~” / /~i~i __________

~
assessorVs records ‘or Registry of Deeds)

Street 7? Willow St~

cityprown Acton~ Nassachusetts O1’?20 .

State Na~sachusetts

Type: public~~jrivate X othe5____ •.



• J~reas of Si Eicane-~check and. justify beloc~

• ad-ieology--preliistoric
____arch o1o~b~storic~
____agriculture .••

••.~ x achitecture
~.art.

• N cornx~rce.
__ccamunications

• Lco~ity plar~g
co~S vat On
econccoics

_education

_exploraticnl s ettl~nt

_~7•
~xtventio~ -

9, M~3ORB I~GR~PHICALPEREBENGES

lahdscapaarchitecture
law
lit~atrtre S

__military
music

j~ilosophy’
jolitLcs/gavecriment

x relIgion. ., ,•;.

science .-

~ ci ~j itarian.
• the.~t8I’ •

other (specify)

(This sscti~ sh~d l~tma~ur~
obtaiz~ecLUse. stan.dardbibliographic sytle, listing author, full title,.

• publisher, date and location of publication) • •~‘. ‘~. • •: •:

F1etcIier~ James, •Acton inHistory (Philad~lphia and’ Bost~ri; 1..
J W Lewis anu Co ±890)

Phalen~ Harold R , History of Acton (n p 1954)

“South Acton in 1840” (n p n d Ec 18803)

•“T~e Past’ and Pres~nt. of ‘a Notable Firm in South A~ton” (,n~t~:l8B5)

• Iron Work ‘Farm in Actoh, mc,. Files: Title and r’eference~ notebooks,
Vol 1

io c.a~2ni~LDATA
.

Acreage •. approximately 7729 sq~ ft~~ S •

~

3~u~drangle.-~i..ai~ Maynard. • S S • • ‘~ ‘ •

• S ~S~S~~seet

~

~.••

‘:.

~‘.



(This section must be exact since it defines the legal extent of the
nominated property0 The simplest way of pra~idingthis information

• ~is to ‘:include.a copy of~’anassessor’s map -c-~krLchshows the lot which
* the prbperty occupies. Deeddescriptionsmay also be used. The.

justilication should explain the rationale behind the choice of
• bouaries)

See attached plate, H 2A from Acton Athsessor’s Atlas

~II~FORMPREPARED BY __________________

Name!title~~t1I~Ny1ade~__,,.,

kEfiliationActoflHiStorical Commission

• Street 144 TGreat Road. S

City/Town Acton

State Nassachusetts

i~ate February 20, 1984

TelepI~orje26’~4?OO



5’_-~._~‘•5_. ‘S

______ _____________________________ S *. 5.

* . The description is a verbaL record of t~haappearanceof’ the prop~
erty (both building and’ site)~7~ELssection is intendedprimarily
to describe.’\~isible,physical features of the property, but it

‘also should note. changes that have occurred over time. Keep your
• descriptions clear’ and direct, andremarherthat the main points
• should be compl~atedby the accompanying photographs Addition~
al information for any categorymay be included on a. continuation
sheet.

-L SITE GHAPACTERISTICS

A0 Desc±ibe the important~topographical and landscape-feati~ires
S associated with the property:- *

S Exchange Hall stands on gently sloping land: near’ the base
of Great (formerly Prospé~t) Hill. In front of it, ‘near the
southeast corner, is a stone watering trough~. erected in 1896 *

by the Reform Club, ‘. * •: , • • •~ S. ,

B. Describe the setting of the property: setback, spacing; ete,.: *

The building is set’ back an average of 15 ft. ‘from the
-northern line of’Sc~oo1 Street and an average of 50 ft, from
the east line of the part of Main Street running ‘north from ..

Quimby Square

• C, Describe the. ~racter and use of the ~rr~ding. land. (natural’
and man made features): S ‘ * - • : ., •

Exchange Hall faces Quimby Square (formerly c~i1ed Exchange
Square and South Acton Square) ~and, until the location of Main -

Street was altered in 1906, formed the architectural termination
of the approach to the. Square from the railroad to the south~ It
is surrounded by a mixture of 18th through .20th century resident...
ial~añd commercial buildings: to’ the east it- •i~ flanked by the -

house built for llarnum’: Tuttle, one of the partners of Tuttles,
Jones and Wetherbee Co. (129 School Street, .1856); to the north,
the Jon&s cider mill (127 Main3t,, orginally C,. 1750, altered to
a house c. 1910) and the Abram H. Jones house. (129 Main Street,
C. l855~ to’-~the west, across Main St., Jane’s Tavern (128 Main
Street, 1732 et seq. ) and the bracketted .C~ntra1 ‘Hall, formerly
the ta~1or shop of Tuttles, Jones and Wetherbee (124 Main St.,
c, 1856); to the south, across School Street, a small memorial
(cont,



Continuation of Site Characteristics,C.

5* * * park, ‘the former South Acton Fire House, built in ‘

1926 in the old ~Main St. roadway, and the former grocery
store of Tuttles, Jones arid Wetherbee (5—7 School St., 1866,
on site’~of an earlier.,,,grocery of 1850) 5



F. Decorative F~atures -

~ inipnrtant elements suchas door andwindoc~i - * * *

surrounds, roof trim, porches, pavillions, etc..:

All decorative detail is a rich interpretation of the *

B~acketted-Ita1ianate ~ode. The cornices at portiqo, piazza
and. roofs are composed of scrolled and panelled, brackets, each
with a turned drop. Corner pii’asters, square piers and columns- -

have recessed, arched—top ‘I,talianat.e panels let into the sides.
Windo~i surrounds are plain architraves ‘with crown cornices, ex-
cept beneath the front portico ‘and west piazza, and in the gables
and cupola, where, ‘as around the doors, a simple moulded arch—
itrave is used. See section C for details, * * S * *

S G~, Elevations * S * S ‘ ;,“ , :*, 5 ~** ,

Describe each‘side of the building (north, * south, east, west):~ - ~.

South The front is a. three ba~ composition, The ba1conied.~
portico effect formed by the recessed plane of the basement, ‘-‘.‘

1st and 2nd stories is crowned by .a cornice at .3rd ‘floor level
and its. four square pters are linked at’ ]:st and 2nd story 1eve1s~
by turned balustrades. ‘The wall and gable :above are’ defined - *

by panelled pilasters and bracketted cornice, returns and’bahges, -.

The wide central basement door is flanked’ by a large window at
each side,, At first story level, the main entrance, at~wo leaf ‘. *

door, has large display bay windows at either side and a~ the ‘ -,

east corner, the entrance to the hall stairs, (Latter door is ,

a recent,replacement) In the second story, the central door’ *

is flanked by 6 over 6 light windows, At the centre of the . *

third story, a segmental_headedblank mock window is likewise S

flanked by 6 over. 6 windows, taller than those below, and above
it Is a round—headedwindow in the gable, The two—stage cupola
surmounting the peak of: the gable has a louvered round-headed -

opening in each side of the second stage, which has corne~’: -* ‘

pilastèrs and bracketted cornice. .5 * * * ‘, . * 5 5

The segmental cartou~e above the third story windows formerly ‘.*.

contained the words EXCHANGE HALL in gilded wooden letters.
(Until C. 1867 a rectangular cartouche below the windows con-
tained the original name of the company JAMES TUTTLE AND CO.; *

(cont, ) S



Continuation of Section .0 5 5

and the otherwise blank frieze between the piers at5 second story
level formerly had~gilded letters naming the goods sold within.)

0rig~,,nall~’ access to th~ main entrance was by flights of steps * S

proj~cting forward from either end of the portico, a straight
flight at the east, while that at the west curved to the north- -

west following the line of the piazza. *

East and West The-sides are both six bays of simi1ai~ disposition, S

with the third story windows taller than those below, all having
6 over 6 lights, and framed within panelled pitasters and bracket--
ted roof cornice, Extending the length of the west side is a one - *

story piazza whose southern end curves in.a quarter Qircle to
join the portico.

North — ‘The back is three bays wide, framed by panelled pilasters
and bracketted cornice returns and gable barges. Loading doors
are in the centre of first and second. stories, and a round—headed
window in the gable, ‘All windows are 6 over 6. , ‘ . :

-8a~



* The statementof significance is an evaluation,of the property -

-‘ in relation to the com:uunity, state or nation, This section rius t
detail the outstandingqualities ‘which distinguish the property -

and clearly conveywhichof the criteria for evaluation of Nation-
* al Registerncainations are met. The period(s) of greatest sig—

* nificance should of coursebe etr~basized,iDut a brief surtmary
* of the property~s lifet~xneshould also be. presented. Historical

and cultural associationsas well as arcbitectural quality are
all part of’ the statementof significance.

A. E~lain how the p~pertymeets at least one of the c~te~lafor
* evaluation of Natioi-ial Registernominations (refer to the attachedlist

- of criteria): * ‘.5 .,. S - 55’ 5,,.:.

Exchange HaL1 is part of a complex of buildings that il—’
lustrates 19th centur~/ changes in conimerce.frorn’small local .

businesses to larger, departmentalj,,sed centres,; - Architecturally,
it possesses integrity of location, setting and,meterials as
well as exceptidnal qualities’of’ design and workrnanship,..’thus S

meeting criteria A and c:~’of the National Register- of. Historic, -

Places. ~, 5- 5 * * * * :,

tLToRI~L~sTAT _____ ___ __ __ __

A~Explain how the property relates to e~ients of’ local, * s€ate ‘or ‘I” *

national history: - * S * * * ‘~ .~‘ *

• Exchange Hail’ was ‘built in 1860 at a cost ‘of $10,000 for
James Tuttle and Co., (later Tuttles, Jones, and- Wetherbee’ Co.), *

which was the direct successor to the. Jones Tavern store
(established in 1750). In the prosperity following the •con—”H:~.

st,ruc-tion of ‘the Fitchburg Railroad, the partners James and Varnum *

Tuttle and Elnathan Jones, Jr., greatly expanded the’existing S

business, erecting store.~buiidings to accommodate different S

brancfte,,.a. of it. ~.Their resulting establishment, C forerunner of
the department store idea, was, .from c. 1850 to c. ‘1900, the
most extensive of its kind in Middlesex COunty, west of Waltham,
Exchange Hall was built to provide a focal point for their group
of stores, as well as retail and storage space for their dry

,goods and clothing, and furni~.ture and home furnishings departments’
* * ‘ (cont,)



PART II:’ TE~BNIC~LINFOPMt~TION- sIo~I~’IcANcE * “ ‘ * S~—5 -

The statementof significance is an evaluation,of the property’
* S ,‘ in relation to the coniauriity, state or nation. This sectionroust

- ~. ~e.-~~ii the outstandingqualities ‘which distinguish the property -

and clearly convey~nichof the criteria for evaluationof Nation-
al Registernominations aremet, The period(s) of greatestSig—

- ‘ nificance shouldof coursebe emphasized,but ‘a brief surcmary
‘of the property~s lifetime shouldalso be presented. Historical

- - and cultural associationsaswell as architectural quality are
all part of the statementof significance.

A, Explain how the. property meets’ at least one of the criteria for
* evaluationof National Registernominations (refer to the attachedlist

• of criteria): ‘ ‘, * * ‘ - ‘

Exchange Hall is part of a complex of build’ingC that il-’
lustrates 19th century changes in con~merce. froni’ small local
businesses to larger, departmentalise’d centres,; * Architecturally,
it possesses integrity of location, setting and materials ~s
well as’ exceptional ‘qualities ‘of design and workmanship, ‘thus
meeting criteria A and C:”of the National ‘Register’ of, Historic,
Places. ~- ‘ * - *

2. HISTORICt’~LSTAIE~4EN1’

A.. Explain how the. property relates to events of local,’ s-tCte ‘or ‘I.’
. national history: * . ‘ * * -‘ * ‘ ‘ ‘ - *

* ‘ Exchange Hail* was ‘built in 1860 at a cost ‘of $lb,000 for
James ‘Tuttle and Co., (later Tuttles, Jones, and’ Wetherbee’ Co.), *

which was the direct successor to the.Jones Tavern store
(established in 1750). In the prosperity following the .con_’:’~.

- s’truc-tion of ‘the Fitchburg Railroad, the partners James and Varnum
Tuttle and Elnathan Jones, Jr., greatly expanded the’ existing..,
business, erecting store.~buiidings to acc~ornmodate different
branchs~s of it. Their resulting establishment, C forerunner of
the department store idea, was, from c, 1850 to c. ‘1900, the
most extensive of its kind in Middlesex County, west of Waltham,
Exchange Hall was built to provide a focal point for their group
of stores, as well as retail and storage space for their dry

,goods and clothing, and furni?.ture and home furnishings,departme0~s
* ‘ (cont.)



Continuation of Section A

of which J,ones was in charge. The third—story hall was intended *

for. the.community use of South Acton village, serving a number
of’~functions, It was the meeting house for the South Acton
Universalist Church from 1860 to 1878, and from the begi,nning
into the 20th century it was used for dances, concerts, lectures,
campaign meetings, caucuses, conventions, local theatrical *

productions, travelling shows, etc. It is still occasionally *

used. for dances. ~- ‘ *

S S , *

—lOa--



‘B, t)iscuss how’ i~ha property refle~tsthe ‘ifestyle of’ tts in~aabitants
and/or the cultti~e~tich” producedit (this may refer to orign’ial
or subsequ&xtpericdà): ‘ - ‘ ‘ , S

The rich and exuberant architectural detail of Exchange
Nail reflects the prosperity and optimism of ‘the Railroad, S

Era which was a leading factor behind the success of the *

com’pany that built it;’ ‘and in providing a meeting house
fOr South Acton’s first religious society and a central
community meeting place, it ,reflects 19th century trends
of’ interest in social improvement. 1’

C. Explain how tha property relates to ~n~x~rtantpersons; explainhow
its occunants,particularly artists, mayhave ‘beeninfluencedby
their p~y’sicalsi~~ouadings:. ‘. * *

‘The property relates to thelocally ,promi1ne~t members
of the firm that built •i•t~ JamesTuttle (l818—l898)’who’
opened ‘a store ih South Acton ‘in. 183.9 and in 1845 assumed’
the Jones Tavern business from his father—in-law; Eln’athan
Jones; his brother, Varnum Tuttle (l8?3—l904); * Elnathan ,‘: *

Jones, Jr. (1829—1904) who worked in his father’s’ store ‘

until 1845 making fancy goods his specialty,’ and the’n’for’”~.
James Tuttle and Co. , of ‘which he •‘was ‘made a pa~’tner ,in ‘1852’
Jonathan K. W..~Wetherbee,admitted a partneri-n l867,was.~..

* - * ‘ (cont.) “ .. * *

D, Discuss the l~kelibcodof obtaining irtEonnation througharcheological
research: * , , * “ ‘,“. . “:“

As noted a 000perage occupied the ‘locatt~n’ ‘in’ the ‘ ‘, “
18th century; it :Ls not known how severely the ground * *

was disturbed in building the present structure. S

E. Explain areas of historical importancenot ca~eredby the”above cam-— S * *

In 1899, when the Tuttles, Jones, and Wetherbee Co.,~was
dissolved and its property divided in severalty, E1n~than
Jones, Jr., took title to Exchange Hall., which then de~cended -

to hi~ daughter, Mrs. Carrie Evelyn,Kimball, who sold it to
the ~To1man ‘family in the 1,950’s, 5 5. ‘ *

* Mr. Jones continued the dry goods and furniture busihOss
until his death, after which, until ‘1933, it was’operated , -

by the firm of Finney and H,oit, . From 1933 to 1950, when
(cont,)



Continuation of Section C

Actoñ’s town t?reasurer 31 years and postmaster 15 years~
•;~WO noted lecturers who used the hail were Henry De Thoreau
~in the 1860t5 and H&tiry Ward Beecher in the 1870!s,

Contii’iuation of Section E

thebusinesswas finally closed, itwas carried on under
the name of South Acton Department Store by Mrs~ Kinibailts
son~-in-iaw, Otis J~ Reed. The South Acton branch of the

• ~cto1n Memorial Library.was located in the building for part~
of the latter period, It is currently occupied by a number
of small businesses, •

~l1a~


