
Town of Acton
Commissionon Disability
Minutes
January 13, 2011
Acton Town Hall, Room 126
7:00pm

Members Present: Danny Factor, Lisa Franklin, Chair, andBrenda Viola, Secretary.
Member Absent: Joy Kohout (Excused).
AssociateMember: JohnBrako
Guests:Mike Gowing, Board ofSelectmanLiaison, JuanaGaleasand Ann Marie Brako

TheMeetingwascalledto orderby Chair,LisaFranklinat7:20pm.

Topics:
Requestsfrom Public:
-MassachusettsStateLegislativeBreakfastis March~ (DisabilitiesRightsDay)at the
NurseStairwayin the StateHousefrom 10:30 to 12 noon.
-RegionalTransportationGroupmemberis applyingfor agrantfor a softwareprogram
that cancoordinateandtrackvansfor samedayservice.
-A nonprofitdisability rightsgroupis performingastudyon accessibleshopping.They
arelookingfor peopleto reporton theirpersonalexperiences.Email addressis
-SafetyNetis updatedandbeingdistributedthroughtown offices.

Minutesfrom December9thwerereviewedandapprovedwith corrections.

HandicappedParking SpaceonRoute 111 in WestActon Center: A parallel HP
spacehasbeenrequestedby a citizen.After reviewanddiscussion,it wasdeterminedthat
anyparallelspacesarenot compliant.A motionwascarriedunanimouslyto respondto
citizenin writing.

Open Door Theater: A citizenreportedtheirdisappointmentthatthetheaterno longer
advertisestheinclusionelementin theiroutreach.Lisawill contactoneof thetheater’s
boardmembersto discussthis omission.

“The Beacon”: It hasbeensuggestedto providereportersofthe Beaconwith some
informal educationonPeoplewith Disabilities.Lisa suggestedorderingapamphlet
Writing andReportingonPWD. We wereremindedof Joy’sprevioussuggestionto write
a monthlycolumnin theBeacon.Dannysuggestedcontacting“Patch”an electronic
newspaper.His contacting“Patch” wasapproved.Anothersuggestionwasto reachout to
“The Forum.”

SPEDPAC:Discussiondeterminedwewill contactthem.We needto askthemhow the
COD canassistthemwhetherit is accommodations,access,socialgroups,etc.



Dining Guide:It wasvotedunanimouslyto produceanupdatedDining Guide.We
discussedprocess.Newsuggestionswereto print somelargeprint guides,add
informationfor hearingimpairedespeciallyaccessto TTY whencalling in for
reservations.Brendawill gatherpreliminarystepsofprocessto sharewith members.

Disability Survey:Thesurveyneedsto be codedfor dataentryto be completed.
Memberswill do thecodingontheforms.Eachofusneedsto go to Frank’soffice and
pick upsomeformsthencodeifor YesandOfor No.

UpdatesonProjects:
-CommunityOutreach:DannyhasreachedaboutV2 thepeopleon his list. Morepeople
areinterestedin asocialgroupandcommunity.
-AccessComplianceandBarrierRemoval:UnresolvedissuesatMoodzandMidas
Auto Service(GreatRoad)needinput from FrankRamsbottom
-TransportationGuide:working on list of Taxisto contact.

PublicHealthDepartment:CherylBall receivedagrantandis askingfor ideas.Some
proposedideaswere:
-emergencyevacuationtransportationfor PWD, e.g.designatingonedriver
-purchasingemergencypreparednessbackpacks
-performa surveyto identify PWD oranyonewho doesnotdrive or havetransportation.

Meetingwasadjournedat9:05 pm

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary


