
Townof Acton
Commissionon Disability
Minutes
April 14, 2011
Acton TownHall, Room204
7:00pm

MembersPresent: DannyFactor,LisaFranklin,Chair,andBrendaViola, Secretary.
MemberAbsent:JoyKohout(Unexcused).
Guests:Mike Gowing,BOS Liaison

TheMeetingwascalledto orderby Chair,LisaFranklinat 7:15 pm.

Minutesfrom March 10thwerereviewedandapprovedwith corrections.

For theRecord/Announcements:
Acton CoffeeHouseandTailgatorsareopento public. Building on 251 Main Street
(Sorrento’sandDentist)is expanding.We will continueto follow upwith Frankfor
updateson Tail Gatorsandbuildingexpansion.Dannysuggestsvisits to meetwith
owners.

BusinessCards:Dannyaskedif thetowncouldprint businesscardsfor thecommission.
Mike offeredto look into thismatter.Brendawill email Mike the CODlogo to possibly
be usedonthecard.

Topics:
SavoryLane: FrankandDannywentto Savorylaneandspokewith theowner.Sheis
verywilling to makeaccommodationsto improveaccessibility.Thebathroomappearsto
be 72 inchesx 90 inchesexactlyin compliance.Frankwill checkinto thebuildingpermit
history. Thesink hasadecorativecabinetunderneathit that canberemovedfor
wheelchairclearance.Thepapertowel holdercanbe lowered.Thereis alsoa cabinetat
theendofthehallwaythatis obstructingwheelchairturningradius.Thecabinetwill be
removed.The owneris orderingadiningtablethatwill beawheelchairaccessibleheight.
TheHandicappedaccessibleparkingspaceis fme.Thepavementfrom thespaceto the
entranceis crackedwith asteepgradeandhascreatedahighthresholdatthedoorway.A
questionwasraisedwhethertheemergencyexit needsto be accessible.Further
investigationis needed.Frankwill follow up.

Acton Coffee House: Dannycontactedtheowner.Thebathroomis unisex.It is not
requiredto beaccessiblesincethe cafédoesnot exceedseatingof 18. Thereis concernof
wheelchairclearancebetweenthetwo bookcasesafterenteringthecafé.Dannyhasleft a
messagewith the owner.

ClosedCaptioning:Mike contactedCharlieReedyfor an itemizedcostto purchasea
converterbox. Mike suggestedsolicitingfundsfrom thetown or local businessesto
acquirethebox. Furtherexplorationofotherfundingis needed.Lisa calledTheMass.



Commissionfor theDeafandHardofHearingto inquireabouta CART (Communication
AccessRealtimeTranslationlcaptioning)Reporterat TownMeetingsandremoteTV
locations.This andotherissuesofmobility, hearingandspeechimpairmentsalsoneedto
bediscussedwith theDon McKenzieandSteveMills. Lisawill contactDon McKenzie
concerningthese,especiallythedifficulty ofwalkingto andstandingatthemicrophone
in themiddleoftheauditoriumatmeetings.Lisa sentanemail to TomBoudreauat
VerizonDisability ServicesOutreachto askif thereareotherserviceswecould let the
townknow about.Dannywill contactACAT in August.

Disability Survey:Whencalling acitizen,askif thereareany barriersorunmetneeds
thatthetown couldhelpthemwith? And, if theyareinterestedin becominginvolvedin
the COD atwhatlevel?

Acton Farmer’sMarket: Lisatalkedto Rosalie.Theonly day thatis availableis
Sunday,July

17
th~Wewill haveaninformationtable. Lisa will call to confirm dateand

fill outanapplication.

R.J.GreyJr. High School:Thereis agirl’s bathroomthatmaynotbeaccessible.Lisa
contactedFrank.He is looking into thematter.Whenmore informationis gathered,a
suggestionwasmadeto contactSteveMills, theSchoolCommitteeandthe BOS.

HostBCIL Meeting: Thereis aBCIL AdvocacyMeetingin WestNewton011 May
11

th

from 1:30to 3:30pm.ContactKarenScheidermanatBCIL 617-338-6665x204.RSVP
by May

5
th if you will beattending.

Letter to Dr. Mills: Discussedwhatshouldbe includedin theletterto Dr. Mills that
Dannywill compose.Additionsto theletterwill be thecurrentbarriersexistingat Conant
andtheJuniorHigh School.Dannyis goingto thenextSPEDPackMeeting.Hewill look
to seeif theyarecoveringstress,bullying, domesticviolenceandphysicalbarriersin
theirsurvey.Hewill askNancyaboutthe lastsurveyandif therearecomplaintsof
barriersto let usknow.Dannywill alsotalk to ABCFHY aboutanyspecificchangesthey
would like to see.Dannywill contactMary Emmonsin thesummerto planafall
(October)eventfor

11
th and~ graders.It would be an informationalnight; aCollege

Fairwouldbenice.

Dining Guide:Tableduntil futuremeeting.

Resultsof AnnualTownMeeting: AnnualTownMeetingWarrantArticles33* Amend
TownBylaws-HandicappedParkingand34* AmendTownBylaws-Non-Criminal
DispositionHandicappedParkingwerepassed.

EmergencyEvacuationPlan: An Article waspassedatAnnualTownMeetingto place
fundsin theHealthDepartment’sbudgetfor anEmergencyPlannerPosition.Dougis
applyingfor grantsto hire thePlannerto producetheemergencyevacuationplans.The
Healthdepartmentwill contacttheCODsowecanbe involved in theprocess.



VCC JobFair: DannyandLisa to attendtheVolunteerJobFaironApril
26

th at 7:30 pm
sponsoredby theLeagueofWomenVotersandTownofActon VolunteerCoordinating
Committee.TheCOD descriptionwasreviewedandaccepted.

HandicappedParking: Lisaspokewith ScottMutch andRolandBartl concerningsigns
andspacesaroundtown. Scottwill contacttheCOD if theynoticeanything.Brendasent
anemail to citizenregardingtheHP spacein WestActon. Continueddiscussionofwhere
thespaceshouldbe located.PossibilitiesareneartheMarketorConsignmentShopwhere
curbcutsareprovidedat the lights.OnthemeetingagendaforMay’s BOSmeetingis
whetherunderMGL Section220 thefundsfrom HPspaceviolationscanbepaidto the
COD. WatertownCOD hastheirfundsfrom tickets.

ADA Celebration: Beingheldin theend ofJuly in DunnPondStateParkin Gardner.

“PCA Forever” Site: Question to add a link to our websitewastabled.

SILC Conference: Scheduledfor Septemberin Marlboro.

COD Website: Unanimouslyvotedto makeaneventssectionfor activitiessuchasthose
listed above.Lisa will contactIT to posttheevents.

Meetingwasadjournedat 9:30 pm

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretaiy


