
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Massachusetts Historical Commission

August 9, 2011

Mr. Michael Gowing
Acton Board of Selectmen
472 Main Street
Acton,MA 01720

Re: National Register of Historic Places

Dear Mr. Gowing:

We are pleased to inform you that the Acton High School, Acton, Massachusetts, will be considered by
the Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register of Historic Places is the Federal governments official list of historic properties
worthy of preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving
our nation’s heritage.

Listing of this property provides recognition of the community’s important historic resources and assures
protective review of Federal projects that might adversely affect the character of the property. If the
property is listed in the National Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation and
other provisions may apply.

Listing in the National Register does not mean that limitations will be placed on the properties by the
Federal government. Public visitation rights are not required of property owners. The Federal
government will not attach restrictive covenants to the property or seek to acquire it. If a property is
listed in the National Register, the owner may do anything with it that he/she wishes, unless state or
federal funds, permits, or licensing are used, or unless some other regional and/or local ordinance or
policy is in effect.

In Massachusetts, properties nominated to the National Register are automatically listed in the State
Register of Historic Places. There are no limitations, public visitation requirements, or restrictive
covenants for private properties included in the State Register. State Register properties owned by
municipalities and nonprofit organizations may compete for state restoration grants.
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You are invited to attend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Commission at which the,
nomination will be considered. The Commission will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 14,
2011, at the Massachusetts State Archives, Dorchester, Massachusetts. The Commission meeting is a
public meeting and all interested parties are encouraged to attend. If you have special needs and would
like to attend the meeting, please contact the Commission and staff will make any arrangements that are
necessary.

A draft copy of the National Register nomination will be sent to the Acton Memorial Library. Attached
please find notices that explain, in greater detail, the results of listing in the National Register and that
describe the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment on or object to listing in the
National Register. Should you have any questions about these nominations prior to the Massachusetts
Historical Commission meeting, please contact me at this office.

Sincerely,

7L

Brona Simon
State Historic ‘Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission

cc: Christine Beard, consultant
Karen Frederick, Common Ground Development Corp.
William Klauer, Acton Historical Commission
Ryan Bettez, Acton Planning Board
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RIGHTS OF PRIVATE PROPERTY OWNERS TO COMMENT
AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LISTING IN TIlE NATIONAL REGISTER

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register of Historic Places have an opportunity tO concur with or
object to listing in accord with the National Historlo Preservation Act and 36 CFR Part 60. Any owner or partial owner of
private property who chooses to object to listing may submit, to the State Historic Preservation Officer, a notarlzç4
statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private property and objects to the listing. Each owner
or partial owner ofprivate property in a district has one vote regardless ofthe portion ofthe property that the party owns.

If a mijority of property owners within a district object to National Register listing, the district will not be listed. If the
majority ofowners in a district do not object, the properties within the district for which an objection has been received will
not be removed from the district nomination.

If the owner ofan individually nominated property, or the majority of owners of an individually nominated property objects
to National Register listing, the property will not be listed.

In both cases of district nominations and individually nomjnated properties for which objections have been received, the
State Historic Preservation Officer shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register ofHistoric Places for
a determination of the eligibility of the property for listing in the National Register. If the property or district is then
determined eligible for listing, although not formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to a!low the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation to have an opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or assist a project that will
affect the property or district

In addition, properties and districts thus determined eligible are automatically listed in the State Register of Historic Places.
State”bodics shall be responsible for conducting the appropriate studies and for providing the information necessary for an
adequate consideration of modifications or alterations to the proposed undertaking that could eliminate, minimize, or
mitigate an adverse effect to State Register properties.

Ifyou wish to object to or comment on the nomination of your property to the National Register, please send your comments
to this office before the date of the Massachusetts Historical Commission meeting at which your property will be considered.
After the date of the meeting, comments or objections may be directed to the National Park Service, National Register
office. A copy of the nomination and information on the National Register, the Federal tax provisions, the State Register
and the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund, are available from the Massachusetts Historical Commission upon
request

RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE
NATIONAL AND STATE REGISTERS OF hISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal tax provisions: If a property is listed in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 .revises the historic preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the Economic Recovery Tax Act of

1981, and Tax Reform Act of 1984, and as of January I, 1987, provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a full
adjustment to basis for rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental residential buildings. The former 15 percent

and 20 percent Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations ofolder commercial buildings are combined into a single 10

percent ITC for commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936.
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The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal tax deductions for charitable contributions for conservation
purposes ofpartial interests hi historically important land areas or stnictures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to
a property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of the property and the owner. Because tax aspects
outlined above are complex individuals should consult legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office
for assistance in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For further information, on certification
requirements, please refer to 36 CFR 67.

Consideration In planning for Federal, Federally Hocused, and Federally assisted projects: Section 106 of the National
Histonc,Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies allow for the Advisory Council on Histonc Preservation to
have an opportunity to comment on all prQjects affecting historic properties listed in the National Register. For further
information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.

Consideration In Issuing a surface coal mining permit: In accordance with the Surface
Mining and Control Act of 1977, there must be consideration ofhistoric values in the decision to issue a surface coal mining
permit;, where coal is located. For further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.

Qualification forFederal grints for historic preservation when funds are available: Presently, funding is unavailable.

Eligibility for state restoration grants: If a property is listed in the National Register, it is automatically included in the
State Register ofHistoric Places. All municipally and nonprofit-owned properties included in the State Register are eligible
to compete for 50% matdiin grants flxm the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund. The Massachusetts Presvation
Projects Fund is a state-funded matching grant program established in 1984 to support the preservation and maintenance of
properties and sites listed in the State Register ofHistoric Places.

Eligible projects include:

PRE-DEVFIOPMEJYTPROlECFS (for studies necessasy to enablefuture development orprotection ofa Stoje
egLcterproperty, feasibility studies includingpious andspecifications and certain archaeological investigations);

DEVELOPMENr PROJECTS (for construction activities including stabilization, protection, rehabilitation, and
restoration); and

ACQUISITION PROJECTS (fimding for the latter is specifically allocated for endangered State RegLcter
properties).

For additional information and preapplication forms, contact the Grants Division, Massachusetts Historical Commission.

Consideration in planning for State funded, permitted, and licensed projects:
Massauhusetis General Laws, Chapter 9, Section 26-27C, directs all state bodies and persons subject tó.the State Register to
consult the State Register early in the planning .process in order to cThninate, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effect to
properties listed in the State Register. For further information, please refer to 950 CMR 7L

Massachusetts JfLstolical Commission, Office ofthe Secretary ofthe Conzmonweath, William Francis Galvin, Secretary,
Massachusetts Archives Bididing, 220 Morrissey Boukvard Boston, MA 02125(617) 727-8470
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS

The quality of significance in merican. history, architecture, archaeology, culture andengineering is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects thatpossess integrity of location, design,. setting., materials.., workmanship....feeiing, andassociation, and:

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to thebroad patterns of our history; or

B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construàtion or that represents the work of a master, or that possess high artisticvalue or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory
or history. . ..

.
- -

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, properties owned
by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been
moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties
primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance
within the past 50 years SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED
ELIGIBLE for the National Register. However, such properties WILL QUALIFY if they are
integral
parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following
categories:

A. a religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic
distinction or historical importance or

B. a building or structure removed rom its original location but which is significant
primarily for architectural value, ot’wr±ch is the surviving structure most
importantly associated with an historic person or event; or

C. a birthplace or grave of an historical figure of outstanding importance if there is
no other appropriate site or building directly associated with his productive life;
or

D. a cemetery that derives its primary significance from graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features or from
association with historic events; or

E. a reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and
presented in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no
other building or structure with the same association has survived; or

F. a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic
value has invested it with its own historical significance; or

G. a property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional
importance.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Office of the Secretary of the Coztunonwealtb,
William Francis Calvin, Secretary, Massachusetts Archives, Building, 220 -Morrissey
Boulevard, Boston, MA 02125 (617) 727-8470


