Survey of Bench Policies - #2
	
	Nantucket, Town of
	Rockland, Town of
	Wellesley, Town of
	Trustees of Reservations – Francis William Bird Park

	Policy Name
	Policy for Installation of Memorial Plaques/Benches/Trees
	None mentioned (was briefly discussed on “News & Info” page of their website)
	Parks and Conservation Lands Memorial Policy 
(includes naming opportunities)
	Memorial and Honorary Gift Program (brochure available online)

	Background & Intent of policy
	To ensure a thoughtful, consistent and appropriate process of memorializing members of the Nantucket community through the donation of memorial plaques, benches and trees.
	You can donate a tree or bench in memory of a loved one or in your own name to help beautify Rockland’s downtown area.
	“Families and town organizations frequently wish to donate a tree, bench or some other form of memorial commemorating a person or event.  Such gifts are very welcome.”
	An opportunity for those wishing to honor or memorialize a loved one while supporting the needs of The Trustees of Reservations at Bird Park.

	What may be donated
	· benches

· trees

· stand-alone plaques
	· benches

· trees
	· Benches

· Trees

·  “Monuments or ornaments in honor of living persons cannot be accepted.”  

· “So that the town’s parks do not take on the appearance of cemeteries [stand-alone] memorial plaques may no longer be used except in exceptional circumstances and with the written consent of the Natural Resources Commission.”

· Naming of parks, conservation lands or natural features after citizens who have contributed in an exceptional way to the town, state or country may be considered by the Commission provided there exists a strong association b/w the location and the individual.
	This particular brochure focuses on gifts in the form of

· Memorial benches and 

· Bird Park’s “Project of the Year” fund – targeted this year at restoring the Rhodendron Pathway.

	Specifications or other info re donated items
	“Benches may be ordered from Victor Stanley, Inc., Model C-10, six feet (6’) long, w/wood slats (http://www.victorstanley.com) or similar”
	Not mentioned.
	Not mentioned
	Bench is 6’ long, made of thick durable hardwood slats using “Ipe, one of the densest woods available.  Ipe slats require minimal maintenance and are resistant to vandalism.  The sides are made of iron castings with a durable black polyester powder-coated finish.”

	Placement - where
	On Town-owned property
	Downtown Rockland
	Memorials should be distributed throughout town except where a strong association with a particular location exists.
	· The Trustees will work with the donor to select a suitable location for the bench, based on Bird Park’s bench replacement plan.

· “A limited number of benches are needed.  With your support, our goal will be reached once all identified benches have been replaced.”

	Placement – who decides
	· Approval for installation of memorial plaque, bench or tree is solely through Town Administration office w/final approval from Town Manager

· Some properties require separate review/approval of application by Parks & Rec Commission
	Doesn’t say.
	· “Town Bylaw Article 46.3 provides that the Design Review Board shall review the design, placement and artistic appropriateness of any structure, work of art, ornament or decoration to be placed on any... town lands.  This requirement is binding on town departments as well as on private donors....”

· “Plans and designs for structures or ornaments on town park or conservation land must be approved by vote of the Natural Resources Commission and the plans signed by a majority of the members prior to construction or installation....”
	Doesn’t say.

	Relocation
	Not mentioned.
	Not mentioned.
	Not mentioned
	Not mentioned

	Recognition Plaques
	“Plaques should measure 8” long x 2” high, be made of non-tarnish brass, have square-edge corners & pre-drilled holes w/all-weather screws for installation.”
	( Each bench will be engraved “In Memory of” or in the name of the donor or family, as specified by the donor.

( No picture of bench & doesn’t say where plaque goes (front or back).

( Each tree donation will be noted on a plaque in Town Hall.
	· Benches may be accepted with a small plaque identifying the donor
· No picture of plaque & doesn’t say where plaque goes (front or back).

· Trees may be accepted and the donor or honoree listed in the Town of Wellesley Memorial Ledger
	· Optional plaque for benches is 2” x 5”, made of etched zinc with a bronze tone.

· Donor may select up to THREE lines of text (subject to review & approval)

· Sample text:

In Memory of

(Name here)

From the (Name) Family

– or –

In Honor of

(Name here)

From Family and Friends

	Costs:  formula
	Doesn’t say.
	Doesn’t say.
	Doesn’t say
	Pays for “a bench + its installation cost + a dedication or memorial plaque, if requested + the regular maintenance and extra care necessary to extend the life of the bench”

	Costs:  specific
	Not provided.
	Bench:  $600

Tree:  $350
	Not provided.
	Bench:  $2,500

	Tax-deductibility
	Not mentioned.
	Not mentioned.
	Not mentioned
	“All donations remain at Bird Park and are tax-deductible.”

	Admin Procedure
	· App fee:  $20

· Applicant also pays cost of purchase and installation of item plus S+H

· Applications are submitted to the Town Admin office.
	( No application (or app fee) mentioned

( “Make payments payable to the Town of Rockland and send to the Selectmen’s Office.”
	Not described.
	Brochure includes a short Donor form saying “Contact park office if interested in a park bench.”  It also notes “(bench)” next to the $2,500 donation category.

	Other Disclaimers
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	What happens if item is damaged or stolen
	Doesn’t say.
	Doesn’t say.
	Doesn’t say
	Doesn’t say

	Maintenance
	Not mentioned.
	Not mentioned.
	Not mentioned
	Alluded to vaguely in “Costs:  formula” above.

	Preference to Original Donor at end of life cycle?
	Doesn’t say.
	Doesn’t say.
	Doesn’t say
	Doesn’t say

	Other:
	If request relates to a deceased individual, applicant must establish the Nantucket connection(s) of the deceased.
	N/A
	N/A
	Picture of bench in brochure –  nice looking, upscale wooden park bench with cast iron arms and a back.  Not clear where the plaque goes (front or back).
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