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Approval of Expenditure from Georgia E. Whitney Memorial Fund

Thewill which establishedtheGeorgiaE. WhitneyMemorialFund,namedanadvisory
boardconsistingof themembersof theBoardof Selectmen,theSuperintendentof
SchoolsandthePrincipaloftheHigh School. This boardis to reviewandconsider
requestsfor expendituresfrom thefundfor eventsof aculturalandeducationalnaturefor
thebenefitof thestudentsof theActon schoolsandthecitizensof Acton.

Theundersignedhavereviewedsucharequestfor $1000to beexpendedto supportthe
2012RobertCreeleypoetryreadingandassociatedschoolactivities to beheld in Acton
onMarch 28 and29, 2012,andapprovethis request.

MichaelGowing,Chair Date
Townof ActonBoardof Selectmen

StephenE. Mills, Superintendent Date
Acton PublicSchooland
Acton-BoxboroughHigh School

Alixe Callen, Principal Date
Acton-BoxboroughRegionalHigh School



AcclaimedpoetandteacherThomasLux beganpublishinghaunted,ironicpoems

that owedmuchto theNeo-surrealistmovementin the1970s.Critically lauded

from his first bookMemory’sHandgrenade(1972), Lux’s poetryhasgradually

evolvedtowardsamoredirecttreatmentof immediatelyavailable,thoughno less

strange,humanexperience.Oftenusingironic orsardonicspeakers,startlingly

aptimagery,carefulrhythms,andreachinginto historyfor subjectmatter,Lux

hascreatedabody ofwork thatis at oncesimpleandcomplex,wildly imaginative

andtotally relevant.Lux is vocalaboutthetendencyin contemporarypoetryto

confuse“difficulty” with “originality.” In an interviewwith CerisePress,Lax

stated:“There’splenty of roomfor strangeness,mystery,originality, wildness,

etc.in poemsthatalsoinvite thereaderinto the humanandalive centerabout

which thepoemcircles.”Known for pairinghumorwith sharpexistentialism,Lux

commentedin theLosAngelesTimes,“I like to makethe readerlaugh—andthen

stealthatlaugh,right out of thethroat.BecauseI think life is like that, tragedy

right alongsidehumor.”

Born in Northampton,Massachusettsin 1946to working classparents,Lux

attendedEmersonCollegeandtheUniversityof Iowa.Lux’s first collections,

includingMemory’sHandgrenadeandSunday:Poems(1979), weregroundedin

theNeo.-Surrealisttechniquesof contemporarieslike JamesTateandBill Knott.

ContemporaryPoetscontributorRichardDamashekwrote thatLux’s earlywork

ThomasLux



was“intenselypersonal...tormentedandtortured,full of complexanddisjointed

imagesreflectingan insaneandinhospitableworld.” SuchearlyLux’s poems
wereoftenportraitsofa “solo native...alwaysstrangeto theworld,” observed

ElizabethMacklin in Parnassus,“always on thevergeof extradition,alwaysbeset
with allergiesto thenativeelement,‘like asimplevasenottoleratingwater.”
With HalfPromisedLand(1986),Lux begantheturnthatcharacterizesmuchof
his laterwork. Thebookforegoesmanyofthesurrealisttechniquesof Sunday

andfocusesinsteadon an increasinglycarefulandaccuratedepictionofthereal
world. In laterbookslike TheDrownedRiver (1990)andtheKingsley-Tufts
awardwinningSplitHorizon(1994), Lux utilizesa conversationaltoneto
describewhatonereviewercalledthe“invisible millions” populatingthepoems.
Describinghisown progressin an interviewwith theCortlandReview,hesaid:“I
kind of driftedawayfrom Surrealismandthearbitrarinessofthat.I got more
interestedin subjects,identifiablesubjectsotherthanmyown angstor ennuior
thingslike that.I gotbetterandbetter,I believe,atthecraft. I paidmoreand
moreattentionto thecraft. Making poemsrhythmicalandmusicalandbelievable
ashumanspeechandasdistilled andtightaspossibleis very importantto me. I
startedlookingoutsideofmyselfalot morefor subjects.I readagreatdealof

history, turnedmoreoutwardasopposedto inward.”

Lux’s othercollectionsincludeNewandSelectedPoems:1975-1995 (1997), The

StreetofClocks(2001), TheCradle Place(2004) andGodParticles(2008), a
collectionElizabethHooverdescribedas“lucid andmorallyurgent”in theLos

AngelesTimes.ThomasLux taughtat SarahLawrencefor overtwentyyearsand
is affiliatedwith theWarrenWilson MFA program;currentlytheBournechairin

poetryat theGeorgiaInstituteofTechnology,heis a renownedteacher.In the

CortlandReviewinterview,hedescribedteaching’sgreatestrewards:“you see
peoplegetexcitedby poetry.You seetheirlives changedby poetry.You see
someonebeginningto learnhowto articulateandexpressthemselvesin thisvery
tight artform, in thisvery distilledmanner.You seeall sortsandhearall sortsof
reallyhumanstuff, reallyhumanbusiness.”His manyawardsandhonors
includethe KinglsleyTufts PoetryAward,aGuggenheimfellowship,andgrants
from theNationalEndowmentfor theArts.

Luxhasbeenpraisedfor his poetry,butashetold ElizabethMehrenin theLos



AngelesTimes,“This is not somethingonechoosesto do...It is somethingI was

drawnto. I do it becauseI loveto do it, andbecauseI don’t haveanychoice.If I

don’t write, I feelemptyandlost.” Headded,“Poetryexistsbecausethereis no

otherwayto saythethingsthatgetsaidin goodpoemsexceptin poems.Thereis

somethingabouttheright combinationofmetaphoror imageconnectedto the

businessofbeingalive thatonly poemscando. To me,it makesmefeelmore

alive, readinggoodpoetry.”

CAREER

Emerson College, Boston, MA, poet-in- residence, 1972-75; Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY,
member of faculty, 1975—. Visiting professor, Columbia University, University of Houston, and Boston
University, 1981, Cooper Union, 1987, and University of California, Irvine, 1995. Co-founder and editor, Born
Dream Press.
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Acton Memorial Library Board of Trustees
486Main St., Acton,MA 01720* telephone(978) 929-6655 * www.actonmemoriallibrary.org

Boardof Selectmen
Acton TownHall
472 Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

Membersof theBoard,

The AML Boardof Trusteesrequeststheapprovalof theBoardof Selectmento usesomeof the
accumulatedearningsin the GeorgiaWhitneyMemorialFundto helpfund the 2012RobertCreeley
Award andassociatedHelenCreeleyStudentPoetryPrizecompetition.This fund wasestablishedto
supportculturaleventsthat benefitthe studentsandcitizensof Acton. Specificallywe arerequesting
approvalto use$1,000of the currentaccumulatedbalanceof expendableearningsof $24,003.00.

The selectioncommitteeof theRobertCreeleyFoundationhaschosenthe outstandingpoetThomas
Lux as the

12
th winnnerof the annualRobertCreeleyAward. His manyawardsandhonorsincludethe

KingisleyTufts PoetryAward, a Guggenheimfellowship, andgrantsfrom the NationalEndowmentfor
theArts. He currentlyholdstheBoumechairin poetryatthe GeorgiaInstituteof Technologyandruns
theirPoetryatTechprogram.Hewill readin the ABRHS auditoriumeveningof March28thandvisit
the schoolthenextdayto readto studentsandfield questionsaboutwriting andthe life of awriter.

The CreeleyAward eventscontinueto growin scope.Lastyear,BruceWeigidrewan enthusiastic
eveningaudienceandwassowell receivedbyABRHS studentsthe following daythathe wasinvited
back(from Ohio) to do studentworkshopsin early2012.The HelenCreeleyStudentPoetryPrize
competitionthisyeardrew38 responsesfrom the 150public andprivatehigh schoolsacrossthestate
thatwereinvitedto takepart.The winnersareSoubhikBarariof ABRHS, the first two-timewinnerof
thePrize,andAlessandraDay-Falconiof BU Academy.Theywill readwith ThomasLux atbothpublic
andschoolreadings.

We hopetheBoardof Selectmenwill agreethatthis programis of greatvalueto the communityandthe
schoolsandwill approveexpending$1,000from the GeorgiaWhitneyFund.This funding,alongwith
whatwehopeto receivefrom othersupportersandwhatwehavebeenandwill be ableto
independentlyraise,will meetthecostof thisyear’sevents.

Sincerely,

ThomasF. Dunn,Trustee
Acton MemorialLibrary

Attachments: 1. Biographyof ThomasLux
2. 2012GeorgiaWhitneyFundApprovalForm
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