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March 5, 2012

StevenLedoux
Acton TownManager
472Main Street
Acton, MA 01720

DearMr. Ledoux:

GlobalOil locatedin Revere,MA is proposingto bring freight trains carryingethanolto their facilities along
theChelseaRiver. Ethanolis an alcoholthatis mixedwith gasolinefor saleto gasstationsandis avolatile,

flammable,colorlessliquid thatbumsatextremelyhightemperatures.Alcohol-resistantfoam is necessary
to extinguishethanolfiresalongwith speciallytrainedfire-fighters.

GlobalOil is proposingto bring 60-cartrains, eachcarwill carry30,000gallonsof ethanol,into its facility
2x per week,everyweek. Thiswill resultin 187,200,000gallonsof ethanolon freight trainseachyear.

Therouteof the train is extremelydangerousas it will travel throughdenselypopulatedresidential
neighborhoodsandcommercialcenters.BeforecomingthroughChelseaandreachingits final destination

in Revere,the train is likely to travel throughthe following cities andtowns:

• Fitchburg
• Leominster
• Shirley

• Ayer
• Littleton
• Acton

• Concord
• Lincoln

• Waltham
• Belmont
• Cambridge

• Somerville
• Everett
• Boston
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Shoulda fire or explosionoccur,hundredsof thousandsof peopleanddozensof businessescouldbe
impacted.

The ChelseaCity Councilpasseda resolutionlastMondayeveningopposingthe ethanoltrains. It is

attachedfor your reviewandconsideration.Shouldyour municipalitydecideto opposetheproposal,we
wouldencouragea similar statementfrom your electedbody or you.

TheMassachusettsDepartmentof EnvironmentalProtection(DEP) is holdinga publichearingon a permit

to upgradeits facility on filled tidelandsbeingsoughtby GlobalOil on Thursday,March8th at6pm. The

publichearingwill takeplaceatRevereCity Hall in theCity CouncilChambers,281 Broadway,Revere.
Pleaseconsiderparticipatingin this publichearingand/orsubmittingwritten commentsto theDEPby
March28. In addition,pleaseconsiderinvolving your Congressionalleadersin fighting this egregious

proposal.

Formoreinformation,pleasedo not hesitateto contacteitherof usfor information. We canbe reachedat
Tash@chelseama.govor (617)466-4100or RoseannB@chelseacollab.orgor (617)889-6080x111, respectively.
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VeryTruly Yours,
JayAsh RoseannBongiovanni
ChelseaCity Manager Director,ChelseaGreenSpaceand

FormerChelseaCity Councior



LET’S STOP THIS TRAIN!
PUBLIC HEARING

March 8, 2012 • 6:00PM
Revere City Hall

Chelsea Green Space

617-889-6080 • 318 BROADWAY



City ofChelsea,Massachusetts
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Councillor Matt Frank .

District Three
CounëilorLeo Robinson
At-Large
Councillor Dan Cortell
District Eight
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J
~
f
~/
~/

:

.

.

.

. ~.

.

Councifior Paula S. Barton
DistrictFour
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Counciflor CalvinT. Bro~i
At-Large:
Councifior Brian Ratleberg
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At-Large
Councillor Chris Cataldo
District Two

Roil Call Vote in Connection

YES NO ABSENT PRESENT

Totals

Comments



ChelseaCity Council City Hall

500 Broadway
Chelsea, MA 02150
(617) 466-4060
(617) 466-4065 Fax
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Resolution

DanielFaber,PhD. andEric Krieg~PhD.,i4entify Chelseaas the3~mostintensively
overburdenedcommunityin Massachusetts;1and

Whereas, TheMassachusettsExecutiveOffice of EnvironmentalAffairs (EOEEA) Environmental
JusticePolicy dassifiesenrysingleneighborhoodin Chelseaasan environmentaljusdée

population;2and

Whereas, Chelseais oneof themostdenselypopulatedcities/townsin statewith morethan35,000
residentsinhabiting1.8squaremiles;and

Whereas, GlobalOil locatedin Revere,MA is proposingto bring freight trains carryingethanolto
their facilities along the ChelseaRivervia the commuterrail line; and

Whereas, Ethanolis analcobolbasedfuel thatis mixedwith gasolineandis ahighly volatile,
flammable,colorlessliquid thatbumsatextremelyhightemperatures;and

Whereas, Largevolumesof alcoholresistantfoamarenecessaryto extinguishethanolfires;and

Whereas, GlobalOil is proposingto bring 60~cartrains, eachcarcarrying30,000gallonsof ethanol,

into its facility twice perweek,everyweek. Thiswill resultin 187,200.OQi} gallonsof ethanol
on freight trainscoining throughour neighborhoodseachyearand

Whereas, The train will travelthroughotherdenselypopulatedcommunitiesindudingBoston,
Cambridge,Somerville,EverettandRevere;and

Whereas, The train travelsverycloselyto theWilliams School,theMary C. BurkeElementarySchool
ComplexandChelseaHigh Schoolin additionto theurbanrenewaldistrict,MGI-I andthe

MITC Buildingj and

Whereas, Shou~ldafire or explosionoccur, thousandsofpeopleanddozensof businessescanbe
impacted— entireneighborhoodsdecimatedand

1Faber,Dr. DanielIt, andDr. EricJ. Krieg, UnequalE~iposureto EcologicalHasards2005:EnvironmentalInjusticesin the
Commonwealthof Massachusetts.page48, October12,2005.2www.mass.gov/envir/ej

Whereas,



Whereas, Trains carryingthesevolatile andflammablematerialsaresignificantpublic safetythreats
andterroristtargets;and

Whereas, TheDepartmentof EnvironmentalProtection(DEP) is holdingapublichearingon a
Chapter91 waterdependentlicensebeingsoughtbyGlobalOil on Thursday,March8th at
6pmatRevereCity Hall; nowthereforebe it

Resolved, The ChelseaCity Councilfully opposestheproposalput forth by GlobalOil to transport
ethanolvia railway throughChelseaneighborhoodsto Revere,MA; andbeit further

Resolved, The ChelseaCityCouncilstronglyopposesanynewpublicsafety,publichealthand
environmentalthreatsin Chelsea’salreadyoverburdenedcommunity;andbe it further

Resolved, The CityCouncildoesnotbelievqtheproposalto beawater-dependentuseandshouldnot
qualify for a Chapter91 license;andbeit further

Resolved, Thatacopyof this resolutionbesentto GovemorPatrick,EOEEASecretaryRickSullivan,
Mr. David SlagleMA DEPWaterwaysResourceProtection,BostonCity Council,
CambridgeCity Council,SomervilleBoardofAlderman,RevereCity.Council,EverettCity
Council,CongreasmanMichaelCapuano,SenatorDiDomenico,RepresentativeO’Flaherty
andRepresentativeReinstein.
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