
Christine Joyce

From: Mike Gowing [mikeg.acton@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2012 5:33 PM
To: Board of Selectmen
Subject: Fwd: BoSmeeting item
Attachments: Acton’s Bins.doc; Bostonglobeo327l 2.doc

Additional info for Mondays’meeting.PleaseseethespreadsheetthatCarolprovided...interesting.

Forwardedmessage
From: Carol Domblewski<cdomblewski@gmail.com>
Date:Sat,Apr 21, 2012at 11:25AM
Subject:BoSmeetingitem
To: mikeg.acton@gmaiLcom

Mike,
As Presidentof theFriendsoftheActonLibraries,I haveakeeninterestin theBOS agendaitem forMonday
relatedto collectionbins. I thoughtI’d give you aheadsup on why!

Collectionbins aresproutingup all over Acton. Someof thesebins areoperatedby 501(c)(3)organizations
suchastheRedCross.Othersareoperatedby for-profit businessessuchasGotBooksandRecycling
Associates.Thereareat least32 of thesebins in Acton now.

Therearetwo problemswith thesebins asI andmanyothersseethem.First, theyareanunsightlyblot on our
landscape.No zoninglaw authorizesthem.It appearsto methatwein Acton regulatesmall signswith some
care,but allow (bydefault,not zoninglaw) thesemonstrousbins ordumpsters,it seems,wherever.

Moreimportantto meis thefactthatthefor-profit bins areseriouslyundercuttingmanynot-for-profitgroups.
Mine is just oneofthem. Letmeprovideyou with anexample.Two for-profit bookbusinesseswith manybook
binsin Acton areGot BooksandBig-HeartedBooks.Bothdo abit of charitablegood(how muchis notmade
public; neitheraretheyrequiredto reporttheirearnings)andusewordssuchasDonateand “big-hearted.”But
GotBooksis ahugebusinesswith a6-figureprofit. Whattheytakeout of Acton is directlyimpactingthe
friendsfor theActon LibrariesandtheWestActon Citizens’ Library. Theformergroupfundsthetown libraries
to thetuneof some$35K per year.But this funding is in jeopardyasbookprofitsaresiphonedoff into the
handsoffor-profit, non-Actonbusiness.Justasdisturbingly,thesecompaniesmasqueradeasdo-gooders.Many
apersonwho contributesbelievessheorhe is giving to a charitywhenhis orherdonationis actuallylining
privateprofits.

Thecity of Quincy is in theprocessof taking actionagainsttheseraiders;I amattachinga Globearticleto
providethecontextfor theirnewordinance.It is alsoatthis link:
http://articles.boston.comI2Ol2-03-27/yourtownl31245714 1 bins-profit-ordinance

I amalsoattachinganinventoryof ourbinsherein Acton.

You might alsobeinterestedin this bit of Globeinvestigativejournalismon thetopic ofGot Books:
http://www.boston.comllifestylelarticlesl2008/05/17/charitvbegins at homefor this bookseller!

I hopeyou wifi haveamomentto look atthis informationbeforethemeeting,
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Acton’s Binsasof 4/20/2012
(agoodfaith inventory)

Location Group Charitable or For Profit
ProspectStreetatRoute
27

ReadingTree
PlanetAid
RedCross
“Public Clothing Drop”1

charitable
charitable
charitable
for profit2

Ace Hardwareon 27 RecyclingAssociates for profit

NeartheDromeon 27 ReadingTree
Big-HeartedBooks
“Public ClothingDrop”

charitable
for profit
for profit

111 at27 (by
Kmart/BakerWhitney

RecyclingAssociates
Got Books

for profit
for profit

111 near27byActon
Children’sSchool

PlanetAid charitable

27 HGRM Got Books for profit3

2A near27 andNagog
WoodsPlaza

PlanetAid charitable

2Aby tackshop 2 PlanetAid
Big-HeartedBooks

charitable
for profit

2A and27, other PlanetAid
Big-HeartedBooks

charitable
for profit

2A, Gould’s/Donelan’s RedCross
“Public ClothingDrop”
Got Books

charitable
for profit
for profit

2A Mobil Stationnear
Pillar House

RecyclingAssociates for profit

2A SovereignBank PlanetAid charitable

2A behindNewLondon
Pizza

RecyclingAssociates for profit

1 NewEnglandClothesRecycling

2 “For profit” vs. “charitable”statuswasdeterminedby thestateattorneygeneral’s

listing of charitableorganizationsin MA; thosecategorizedasfor profit donot
appearon this list: http://www.charities.ago.state.ma.us/charities/index.asp
~This singlebin takesin anaverageof3,750 poundsof booksPER MONTH
accordingto SharonMartens,HGRM ExecutiveDirector.Thatis45,000poundsof
booksperyearor morethan22 tons.TheFriendsof theActon Librariesestimate
that,evenif halfthesebooksarenotsaleable,thelostrevenueperyearto thetown
andschoollibrariesis not lessthan$24,000.



by TheaterIII (Willow and
Central)

PlanetAid charitable

Landfill 3 SalvationArmy bins charitable

St. Elizabeth’sChurch Got Books for profit

Tablesto Teapots RecyclingAssociates for profit

NagogPark(2A) 2 St.VincentdePaul charitable

Totals: 32 bins 17 charitable
15 for profit



Quincy City Council looks to regulate
donation bins
March 27, 2012JBy Jessica Bartlett, Town Correspondent, Globe Staff

LHI~L1~

By JessicaBartlett,Town Correspondent

QuincyCity Councilorswill look to implementanewordinance
regulatingtheuseof donationbinsthroughoutthecity afterthe
ulereceivedapositiverecommendationfrom theOrdinance
CommitteeMondaynight.

Currently,thereareno regulationsfor theplacementof donation
bins,andsocouncilorshavelittle understandingofhowmany
binsareon city streetsandwhois benefiuingfrom them.

Thenewordinancewould mandatethatcompaniesprovidingthe
binsgeta licensefrom thelicensingboard.A feeof $150 would
apply.

Althoughthecity would becollectingrevenue,thebusinesses
allowing thebinsto beon theirpropertycouldnotturnaprofit
from theenterprise.

Furthermore,to beapproved,bin companiesmustbea
registerednon-profitin goodstandingwith theSecretaryof
State.

Introducedby councilorKevin Coughlin,numerousother
councilorsagreedthattheordinancewasneeded.

“I think it’s goodto chargefor thesethings.Theyaretaking up
space,theyareunseemlyin somespots...butI think it’s



importantfor folks to give to charitiesthattheydeemworthy,”
councilorKristenHughessaid.

CouncilorMargaretLaforestalsolamentedthepoppingup ofthe
pink donationbinsin herward.Not onlyhavethebinsbeen
taking awayfrom thecity’s othercharities,suchastheGoodwill
Store,but oftentimesthedonatedbooksandclothingaresoldfor
profit online.

“The idealis we wantto seenon-profitsin thecity, becausethat’s
theimpression.... Therearesomethatwill workwith thecity for
thecity’s benefits...butthere[shouldbe] awaywecan
contemplateregulatingwho comesin,” Laforestsaid.

City ClerkJoeSheaagreedthatdonationsto non-profit
companieshadgonedownwith theincreasinglynumerous
donationbinpopups.

“I assumetheyarebeing[shortchanged]whenyouseea
proliferationofthese.It’s aconveniencething;you [donate
whereyouare] closerto yourhouse.And everyonehasit in their
mindthatthesearenon-profits,”Sheasaid.

Tohelpcoordinatetheordinance,Sheasaidthatthefeewouldbe
waivedfor someorganizationsandthatfood inspectorscould
adddonationbin checkingto their list of dutiesto regulatethem.

Theproposedordinancealsooutlinesthespecificsof placement
for thebins,discussingwhatkind of zoningwould beneeded,
wheretheycanbe locatedon site,andthattherecouldonlybea
maximumofthreeat onelocation.

Obtainingapermitwould requiredetaileddrawingsof sitefor
position,includingexistingstructures,lot lines, picturesof



proposedsite, andanotarizedletterof consentfrom property
owner.

“If passed,everyonewouldhaveto register,andif it wasa for
profit venture,within x numberof daysit would haveto be
removed,”CouncilorDougGutrosaid.

Thematterwill be takento thefull QuincyCity Councilfor a final
vote.


