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Town of Acton
COMMISSION •

laws

May 01

Article I
TITLE

SectionA. Thereshall be establishedan Acton Conmiission~ asprovidedby
MassachusettsGeneralLaws,Chapter40, S8J,enacted1983.

Article II
OBJECTIVESAND RESPONSIBILITIES

SectionA. It shallbethatthe ActonCommission~ (hereafterthroughoutthis
documentreferredto astheCommission):

1. Act asa centralizingforce in theTown ofActon andthecommunitythat
shall dealwith all issues: providing information,referrals,
guidance,coordination,offering andprovidingtechnicalassistanceto
otherpublic agenciesandprivatepersons,organizationsandinstitutions
engagedin activitiesandprogramsintendedto eliminateprejudiceand
discriminationagainstperson(s)with ~ becauseoftheirstatus
asapersonwith a

2. TakesuchactionastheCommissionr-rnsidersappropriateto insurethe
equalstatusofperson(s)with ~ ~omatterwhat sex,creed,
color, nationalorigin, age,or sexual~ ~ TheCommissionshall
formulate,recommend,and supportS 1 programsasit deemsimportant
to assurecompliancewith Section504oftheRehabilitationAct of 1973
andotherrelatedlegislation.

SectionB. ForthepurposeoftheBylaws, apersonwith a~ shallbe definedas

1. ~ a physicalormentalimpairment substantiallylimits one(1) or
moremajorlife activities.

2. ~ a recordof suchimpairmentor is regardedashavingsuch
impairmentsasspelledout in Section504 oftheRehabilitationAct of
1973.
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SectionC. ThepowersanddutiesoftheCommissionshallinclude thefollowing, but not
limited to:

1. Insuretheequalstatusof~-~~ in education,
employment,economics,political, health,legal andsocialspheres.

2. Designandimplementprogramsthat promoteequalityfor all of~
:::~ in Town.

3. Reviewrecommendationsandpoliciesofall departments,divisions,and
agenciesofthe Townwhenrequested.

4. Initiate, coordinateandmonitor theenactmentof legislationwhich
promotesequalstatusof~— at theTown, State,
Federallevelsandto insurethat appropriateregulationsareadoptedand
enforcedpursuantbut not limited to suchlegislation, includingbutnot
limited to implementationofSection504 oftheRehabilitationAct of
1973.

5. Assistin theplanningandcoordinationofactivitiesof all departmentsand
divisionswithin theTownuponrequest.

6. Participatein an advisorycapacityin the hearingofcom laintsbrought
allegingdiscriminationagainst~— , includingbut
not limited to the OfficeofAffirmative Action.

7. Assistin publicawareness~ through
participationin public andmediaeventssponsoredby theadministrative
and/orlegislativebodiesoftheTown, includingbut not limited to Town
sponsoredrecreational,educational,developmentalandlegislative
activities.

8. Advertise,prepare,print anddistributebooks,maps,charts,plansand
pamphletsnecessaryfor theCommission’swork.

9. Receivegifts ofproperty,bothrealandpersonal,in thenameoftheTown,
subjectto theapprovaloftheBoardofSelectmen.Suchgifts to be
managedandcontrolledby the Commissionfor thepurposeofthe
Commission’swork.

10. Hold at leasta minimumofeight (8) regularmeetingsthroughoutthe
calendaryearandto conductadditionalmeetingsasnecessary.
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Article ifi
MEMBERSHIP

SectionA. The Commissionshall consistof~ —~. Themajority of
saidCommissionmembersshall consistof-.~.-.~.-—---- . Oneof
suchmembersshouldbeamemberofthe immediatefamily of____________
~ andonememberofsaidCommissionshall beanelectedor
appointedofficial oftheTown.Membersshall representasmanyperson(s)
with ~ from thecommunityaspossibleandtheremaining
membersshall be concernedparents,friendsandotherinterestedcitizens.The
membersshall initially servethefollowing terms:

1. All thememberswill be appointedfor atermofthree(3) years.

2. If amembershouldresignbeforethe endofhis/herterm~,areplacement
will be appointedto completetheendofthetermofoffice.

SectionB. All membersoftheCommissionareappointedby theTownManager.

1. Commissionmembersshallhavefull votingrights. (Membersmustbe
presentto vote.)

2. Membersshallconsultwith theCommissionwhenevermaking any
statementsorjoining any activitiesspecificallyonbehalfofthe
Commission.

3. Membersshallattendall meetingsand otherrequiredfunctions.

4. Membersshall call Commission~ whennotableto attend
meetings.A memberwho fails to attendthree(3) consecutivemeetings
withoutgoodcausewill beaskedto discussthesituationwith theentire
membership.

5. Membersshall submitagendaitemsto the~ three(3)working
daysbeforethescheduledmeetings.

6. Membersshall serveasmemberson the Commissionwithout
compensationwith theunderstandingthat membersshallbe reimbursed
for anyexpenses shall be reasonablyincurredthroughtheserviceasa
memberoftheCommission.
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/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SectionA. TheExecutiv~inimitteesh~ nsist~t~o-~lmembers:—

and —~--The-E~ecutiveConmiitteeshallbeelectedby a
majorityvoteoftheCommissionmembersasawhole.

Article V

SectionA. The El shall:

1. Developall agendaitems in coordinationwith ~iii~.

2. Presideover all meetings.

3. Make surethe Commissionmembersadhereto theagenda.

4. Seethatthe~ is left in chargein the~
absence.

5. Be availablefor consultationsat therequestoftheCommissionor locate
anassistantfromamongtheothermembers.

6. Bring all statementsproposedby individuals andmembersto be heard
beforetheentire Commission.

7. Communicateto theentire Commissionall communicationshe/shehas
sentor receivedrelatedto his/herpositionas—~ii~ ofthe
Commission.

8. Be responsibleto insurethat all line itemsontheyearlybudgetarestrictly
adheredto.

9. Appoint subcommitteesasneeded.

Article VT

SectionA. The— ~ shall:

1. Taketheplaceofthe ___________ in his/herabsence.

2. Assistsupportgroupsandsubcommittees.
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Article VII
SECRETARY

SectionA. TheSecretaryshall:

1. Takechargeofall correspondenceandminutesofall meetingsofthe
Commission.

2. Postnoticeofall meetingsat leastforty-eight (48)hoursbeforeeach
meetingattheTownClerk’s Office atthe TownHall.

3. TheSecretarymaydelegatespecifictaskswith theapprovalofthe
membership.

Article Vifi
TREASURER

SectionA. TheTreasurershall:

1. Submitfinancialreportsat themonthlymeetings.

2. Submitall bills andvouchersto theTownFinancialAdministratorfor
payment.

3. Submitthe Commission’sbudgetto theTown.

Article IX
MEETINGS

SectionA. All official meetingsshall be held oncea month, generally thesecond
Thursdayofeachmonthat &:00 p.m. Themeetingwill beginassoonas
quorumis reached.

SectionB. A uorum 1 e constitutedwhenfour(4) membersarepresent.

onC. aH Noficemu p~h~~nd givento

lessthantw~~fou~J24)~ giwn by the~qu~t~ and
is to statetime, placeandpurposeof themeeting.TheSpecial Meetingshall

limited to thestatedsubject.
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Article X
RECORDS

SectionA. TheCommissionshall forwardone(1) copyoftheapprovedminutesto the
~ ~to theTownClerk attheTownHall to
becomepartoftheofficial record.~ ) 1)

Article XI
FINANCES

SectionA. Developmentofthe annual budget shall be theresponsibilityofthe
Commission.

Article XII
ELECTIONS

SectionA. Officers:

1. Shallbeelectedannuallyby ballot at theJunemeeting.

2. May be electedby unanimousacclamationif runningunopposed.

3. Will serveaone(1) yearterm,startingJuly lS~aftertheelectionand
endingJune

30
th ofthefollowing year.

Article XIII
AMENDMENTS

SectionA. TheseBylaws shall be amendedby atwo-thirds(2/3) voteofthe Commission
memberspresentat any meeting,providedwrittennoticeoftheproposed
changeis madeto eachmemberat leastfourteen(14)daysprior to the
scheduledvote andwith subsequentapprovalby theBoardof Selectman.

SectionB. TheBylaws shallbe reviewedyearlyfor possiblechangesneededto assure
smoothfunctioningoftheCommission.


